
1 Samuel 25 
“Better Halves” 

Context 
 
Sandwiched between 2 narratives in which David spares Saul, showing both 
restraint and respect for God’s sovereignty. He is restrained by his own respect 
for, and refusal to harm, God’s anointed king. 
 
In both cases David renders good rather than evil. 
 
Samuel’s death is recorded only after Saul confesses that David will be king 
(24.20). Is as if his work is finished. 
Up till now Samuel has been David’s security (see 1 Sam 19.18); now David’s 
on his own.  
 
Locus of story is southern Judean hill country, in which Moan, Carmel, Jezreel 
and Bethel) not the Mt Carmel and Plain of Jezreel to the NW) are significant 
towns. 
Carmel = modern Khirbet et Kirmil. 
 
Story 
Introduction of Nabal and Abigail 
 
Nabal means “fool” (v.25, in the sense of moral obtuseness) or “wineskin” 
(empty, played upon in v.37) . 

• Archetypal rich fool: rich and powerful. See Prov 30.22; Isa 32.6. 

• “very rich” – cf. Job’s wealth in Job 1.3 

• But lit. “rude and evil in practices” , i.e. harsh/coarse/brash and mean 
 Find out soon just how foolish and rude he is, but also that he is too arrogant 
to listen to anyone else, including his wife (v.17). 
 
Calebite is not pejorative. Rather, makes the point  that the Calebites are a 
politically powerful clan of the tribe of Judah, and Nabal a rich and powerful 
member. 
 
Abigail means “my father rejoices”  

• Discerning and beautiful (cf. description of David, 1 Sam 16.12) 
 



David’s men approach Nabal at the time of feasting at the end of the sheep 
shearing, with great respect and caution, pronouncing a threefold blessing 
upon him.   
They remind him of all the good David has done for them and then ask humbly 
for a gift of “whatever you have at hand” – which would have been plenty, or 
possibly they are asking that David and his men be asked to join the feast, 
given it is the day of the feast (8). 
Surprisingly, they end their appeal by referring to themselves as Nabal’s 
servants and David as his son! This is an appeal to kinship. 
Not unreasonable in such a context for David to ask for something from Nabal, 
who has so much. Yet, as Barbara Green asks, “Is this the humble presentation 
of a bill, or is it an extortionate demand for payment which had better not be 
refused?”  
 
Nabal responds in anger, clearly ungrateful for David’s protection so far and 
interpreting his request as extortionary. Furthermore he insults David by 
saying he is no better than the outlaws, debtors and escaped slaves who make 
up much of his army. Implication = that he is a supporter of Saul and sees 
David as a rebellious servant of Saul. Clearly knows a bit about David if knows 
he is the Son of Jess 
 
David responds with greater anger and is in danger of shedding innocent 
blood. He makes a rash oath in YHWH’s name which he must be saved from – 
by Abigail. 
What the ESV translates “all males” the KJV translates literally: “he who pisseth 
against the wall” before “pisseth” took on vulgar connotations. More 
accurately reflects David’s angry mood though as demeans those who intends 
to kill. 
Notably, in response to a mere slight/insult, of no real threat to him, David 
throws off the restraint he showed to Saul in ch.24 and will show again in ch 
26.  
This is the first glimpse we get of David’s dark side. He is a proud man and 
doesn’t forgive – NB. his deathbed testament breaking his promise to Joab’s 
house  (1 Kgs 2.5ff.). 
 
Nabal’s servant does exactly what Nabal has accused David of doing (rebelling 
against his master), as does Abigail. They are forced to do so because of their 
master’s folly which has imperilled them all. 
The servant refers to his master as a ‘son of Belial’ (v. 17), i.e. a ‘worthless 
man’ as in 1 Sam 2.12 (applied to Eli’s 2 sons) and Prov 6.12. 



Abigail hurriedly gathers a gift for David, doubtless from that which has been 
prepared for the feast Nabal is about to throw. 
 
Like Jacob (Gen 32.13-23; 33), she sends servants with the gifts ahead of her to 
appease David before they meet. 
 
When she meets David she firstly asks him to lay on her the guilt of her 
husband, but in doing so utterly betrays her husband. She implies that had she 
been present when David’s servants made their request the outcome would 
have been different, but that is doubtful, given Nabal’s refusal to listen to 
anyone else. Nevertheless, she still hopes to correct his mistake now, and will 
succeed. 
 
She points out that God has restrained him from bloodguilt (by sending her) 
and asks him to forgive her for her trespass (presumably betraying her 
husband) 
 
She is effusive in her praise of David, showing extraordinary insight into his 
anointing from God to the kingship – a sure house. 
But there is great irony in her declaring “evil shall not be found in you as long 
as you live” (v. 28). Not only will he do evil to Uriah to get his wife, but he will 
incur bloodguilt in the process. 
 
v.29 – two metaphors employed: 

1. ‘bound in the bundle of the living’ i.e. guard your life 
2. ‘sling out as from the hollow of a sling’ – surely an allusion to Goliath, 
played upon when told in v.37. As with Goliath, the victory is the Lord’s, 
not David’s. 
 

v.30 – Abigail ‘knows’ that the LORD has appointed David as prince over Israel. 
 
David responds by happily accepting Abigail’s plea, recognising she has averted 
him from killing unnecessarily and not trusting YHWH to sort Nabal. 
 
David utters a threefold blessing (vv.32-34): 

• On YHWH who sent Abigail 

• On Abigail’s discretion 

• On Abigail herself, for keeping him from bloodguilt (killing the innocent) 
and avenging himself by his own hand. 

 



Nabal is found feasting and ‘very drunk’ (36). The feast is a kingly one, yet – 
ironically – the one anointed to be king has been refused an invitation.  
 
Kings and alcohol/drunkenness are not a good mix in the Bible (Prov 31.4).  
On more than one occasion leads to disaster. 

- 1 Kgs 20.16-18  where Ben-Hadad and the 32 kings get drunk at 
high noon before going out ot be defeated by Ahab 

- Balshazzar’s feast (Dan 5) 
- Herod, Herodias and John the Baptist 

 
Abigail is patient, and for once doesn’t hurry to respond. She waits until the 
wine is going out of him, i.e. he “pisseth against the wall”, becoming an empty 
wineskin (=nabal) before telling him what she has done.  
If this reading of the infinitive construct is correct, it links to David’s vow about 
every male being killed, and to the previous incident in which Saul relieves 
himself at the back of David’s cave, the point when David could have killed him 
(24.3ff.) 
Saul could have been killed as he relived himself: Nabal learns that he could 
have been killed as he relieves himself. 
 
Nabal apparently suffers something like a stroke or heart attack, finally dying 
10 days later. 
He dies “like a heavy stone, sinking in the middle of his wealth” (Cartledge). 
The cause?: 

- Fear at what he had escaped 
- Fury at Abigail’s betrayal and humiliation of him? 

 
Abigail’s swift response to David’s summons suggests maybe some mutual 
attraction… she is released from her burdensome marriage to Nabal to marry 
God’s anointed king… (NB. no mourning is mentioned), but she is smart 
enough to go to him in style, attended by 5 maidservants. She is a woman of 
some status. 
 
David’s marriages are politically strategic, gaining him the wealth, loyalty and 
support of Jezreel and Hebron (Calebite town). Hebron = where he first 
declared king (2 Sam 2.1-4). 
Of course secured him Nabal’s wealth too. 
Again, foreshadows a darker side of David: he will use and abuse women for 
his own ends 
  



David no doubt delighted to have Abigail as a wife, but unlikely she was a 
doormat to him any more than to Nabal. Recorded as bearing him only one son 
(2 Sam 3.3; 1 Chr3.1). Maybe estranged after Bathsheba incident.  
 
Last week: Esther,  

• beautiful and strong-willed Queen Vashti standing up to her husband 
(Esther 1.10-22).  

• He is drunk and behaving boorishly, and calls her to parade herself as a 
trophy of his wealth and success.  

• This may be a way to treat concubines, bit it’s not fitting for a wife and 
queen. Vashti is as courageous as Esther, and it costs her everything. At 
the least she is banished; she may even have been executed. 

What’s perhaps most noteworthy is the reaction of King Ahaseurus and the 
verdict of his advisers (vv.14-20). Vashti example is a danger to all marriages. 
She must be made an example of, in order that “every man be master in his 
own household”. 
 
May be appropriate in a pagan culture, and before Christ, but – for Christians – 
male domination (and oppressive/exploitative behaviour) is a product of the 
Fall, not God’s perfect plan in creation. Those redeemed in Christ from the 
consequences of the Fall should treat women as Christ did – as equals, and 
with dignity and respect. 
 
Cf. Bishop Macedo’s treatment of his daughters, and the way historically that 
women have been denied an education. 
 
This isn’t to deny gender differences and complementarity: it is to affirm 
equality and true partnership. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key points 
1. Abigail saves: 

a.  the men of her clan from David’s wrath, initially drawing his 
wrath from Nabal to herself (v.24). Unlike her husband, she is 
willing to humble herself and take on guilt that is not hers in order 
to save him and his people. 

b. David from shedding innocent blood to appease his anger at being 
slighted, and carrying bloodguilt into his kingship which he would 
regret later 

c. David from taking his future into his own hands, rather than 
leaving it to YHWH to exact judgment (on Nabal) 

But she’s not perfect: v.28 when she declares “evil shall not be found in 
you as long as you live”. Ironic in the light of the Bathsheba incident in 2 
Sam 11. 

2. Find she hurries” to do what she believes she neds to do – vv. 18, 23, 34, 
42. 

3. Abigail obeys/submits to YHWH’s call  (25.32) ahead of her responsibility 
to be loyal to and supportive of her husband 

4. Whereas Nabal arrogantly asks “Who is David?”, which is simply a put-
down as would have known of David only too well, Abigail recognises 
and honours him, acknowledging God’s favour and anointing on him, 
and believing everything God has said to David (vv. 28-30) 

5. Tony Cartledge: True to her name, “She was indeed a delight in every 
way, both beautiful and intelligent (25.3), perceptive (25.14-17) and 
quick-witted (25.18-19). Abigail’s relationship skills were so strong that 
she knew how  handle both David’s anger (25.23-31) and Nabal’s 
hangover (25.36-37) with equal aplomb.”  
 

6. Everyone in this story lives up to their names. Do we live up to the name 
of Christian?? 

7. Do we keep our emotions in check and allow vengeance to be the 
Lord’s? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B Y  B E T H  S T O N E B U R N E R  
 SEPTEMBER 28, 2019 

Edir Macedo became a Brazilian billionaire in part due to tithes he collected 

from the church he founded in 1977: the Universal Church of the Kingdom of 

God. 

He allegedly told his daughters to skip college so they wouldn’t become 

smarter than their eventual husbands. 

Macedo said if his daughters, Cristiane and Viviane, attended college it would 

be too problematic. 

“If Cristiane were a doctor and had a high degree of knowledge and met a boy 

who had a low degree of knowledge, he would not be the head. She would be 

the head,” he said. 

In his speech, Macedo reportedly suggested that a woman’s happiness is only 

possible through submission to a man. Sending his daughters to college does 

not help them to submit. 

 
 

Suggested Discussion Questions 
1. Have you ever known a couple like Nabal and Abigail (regardless of whether 

it was the husband or the wife who was the fool)? What was the effect on 
the marriage? 

2. How do you respond when slighted or insulted? Are you inclined to get angry 
and react hastily? If not, how do you handle such situations? 

3. What does it mean to forgive and leave any consequences in God’s hands? 
4. What do you understand the respective roles of husband and wife to be, esp. 

in the light of Gen 1-2? 
5. What do you understand by headship in Christian marriage (in the light of 

Eph 5)? What does it mean for a wife to honour/respect her husband? 
6. How do today’s readings and message bear on male-female relationships 

generally (not just within marriage)? What do we learn from Esther 1 (Queen 
Vashti) and the Matt 27 reading?  
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