
Day 9 
 

“But that you might know that the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins…” 2.1-12   

 

So far we have we have been introduced 
to Jesus as the Son of God (by Mark), and 
the Holy One of God (by an unclean spirit). 
Now Jesus introduces himself – as the 
Son of Man. 
 

Titles are significant. They variously 
reflect how we perceive ourselves, how 
we want to be perceived, and how we 
perceive others.  
 

So it is in Mark’s gospel. The unclean 
spirit discloses his awareness that, as the 
Holy One of God, Jesus will judge and 
destroy evil (1.24).  
 

In today’s passage, Jesus addresses the 
paralytic tenderly as ‘son’. It is then no 
surprise that forgiveness and healing follow. The scribes, on the other hand, 
dub Jesus ‘this fellow’ – an intentionally disparaging term. Their hostile 
hearts are laid bare to Jesus. 
 

It is in response to their questioning of his right and authority to forgive sins 
that Jesus calls himself the Son of Man. There is no subtlety here. They 
have accused him of blasphemy and he has responded with a title drawn 
straight from the scriptures - Daniel 7.13. Jesus is unambiguously claiming 
the roles of deliverer, judge and king, sent by God himself to rule on earth 
eternally (see Dan. 7.14). As such, his claim to forgive sins is 
unimpeachable.    
 

Not only does Jesus claim the title Son of Man for himself, he vindicates the 
claim by healing the paralytic. And the hearts of all are exposed. 

What do the titles you use when you pray reveal about your 
relationship with God? 

Lord Jesus, yours is the name above all other names.  Increase my un-
derstanding of who you are, I pray, that I might increasingly give you the 
glory due your name – in which I pray. Amen. 


