
Day 10 
 

And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath. So the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 2.18-3.6 

 

Jesus has demonstrated his authority over 
Satan’s agents of destruction: unclean 
spirits, sickness and sin. He has done so by 
releasing people from their power.  
 

In doing so, though, he has come into 
conflict with the religious leaders – the 
Pharisees and their scribes. Instead of 
welcoming his manifestations of divine 
power they are offended by him and 
opposed to his work. Their concern is that 
he is breaking God’s commandments, or 
rather their interpretation of them.  
 

Their problem, Jesus says, is that they are 
so concerned about the letter of the law that 
they violate its spirit – which is to maintain a right relationship between 
God and his people. Had they appreciated the law’s intent, they would also 
have appreciated that what Jesus was doing was fulfilling the law, 
completing what it had only ever partially achieved. Only through his person 
and work could people be freed from sin and Satan and reconciled to God.  
 

This helps us understand Jesus’ claims to be the bridegroom and the Lord 
of the Sabbath. According to the Pharisees’ own teaching, a key purpose of 
fasting and Sabbath observance was to hasten the coming of the Messiah. 
Jesus is saying “the Messiah has come, I am he”. Therefore stop preparing 
and start celebrating! 
 

Their refusal to do so makes him angry and sad. He would like to partner 
with them in his kingdom, but instead they prove themselves unfit – like old 
wineskins. 

When do our concerns about what is right and proper, or our own 
interests, hamper God’s mission to reach all people and bring them 
into his kingdom?  

Lord Jesus, all authority in heaven and on earth is yours.  Please open 
my mind and heart to your purposes so that I might never oppose your 
work in the world. In your name I pray. Amen. 


