
Day 11          
                                                                                                                               
3.13-21 
The first thing Jesus does after announcing that “the time (i.e. for his coming) is 
fulfilled” is to begin calling disciples. Having called a 
number, in 3.13-19 he officially appoints ‘the twelve’ 
from this larger group. These twelve are also named 
apostles – literally, ‘sent ones’. Given Jesus’ 
dramatic and awe-inspiring ministry already, the 
question arises why he would need to appoint 
anyone to help at all – let alone uneducated 
Galileans? Surely he would manage better on his 
own.  
 
The answer is that God has always chosen to 
partner with humans, in spite of his own 
omnipotence and their manifold weaknesses. This partnership is embedded in 
the created order (Gen 1.26-30) and is repeated over and over (e.g. Gen 12.1-3; 
Exod 12; 1 Sam 16). It is a sign of his unmerited love, trust and grace.  
  
The apostles’ appointment signals three things: they will become like (not equal 
with) Jesus, they will proclaim him and his kingdom, and they will exercise his 
authority in his name for his glory. They will extend his kingdom. 
 
They will not, however, become superstars or gain any earthly rewards. They will 
stumble along the way (e.g. 14.66-70), but two at least would receive the highest 
accolade given to any human: “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 
astonished. And they recognised that they had been with Jesus.”  (Acts 4.13)  
 
As the old saying goes, you can choose your friends but not your family. Jesus’ 
family members are not impressed by his ministry. Do they think he’s 
endangering himself, and therefore them too? Are they concerned about his 
workload? Do they think he’s deluded about who he is? Mark doesn’t tell us. But 
what is true of Jesus is bound to be true of his followers: opposition may well 
begin at home (cf. Jn 15.20). 

Do others think of you first and foremost as “someone who has been with 
Jesus”? 

Lord Jesus, please give me the stillness to be with you, the humility to learn 
from you, the courage to speak of you, and the authority to minister in your 
name. I ask this for your glory. Amen.  


