
Day 12 
3.22-30 
Having recorded Jesus’ family’s alarm at his min-
istry Mark records that scribes of the Pharisees 
had come down from Jerusalem to check out the 
reports they had no doubt heard of his wondrous 
deeds and popularity with the crowds. Some of 
their number had witnessed at least one of his 
miracles (2.6), been offended by his love for  
sinners (2.16) and would have heard hostile  
reports from the Pharisees (2.24; 3.6). 
 
Whereas Jesus’ family are concerned for Jesus’ - and probably their own - 
wellbeing and want to intervene to protect, the scribes are threatened by  
Jesus and want him silenced. This is personal and religious. They are God’s 
chosen elite, the religious leaders and experts. Yet Jesus is challenging their 
authority (2.24; 3.1-6), teaching new things (1.27), doing things only God can 
do (2.1-12), and clearly usurping their role in the eyes of the people. His  
authority is undeniable; even the demons must submit to it.  
 
Unable to fault his works they must attack his person and question the 
source of his authority. They accuse him of being possessed by Beelzebul. 
 
What follows is an extraordinary dynamic: Jesus calls Jerusalem’s religious 
elite to himself and delivers them a lesson in the most elementary of logic. If 
he is destroying Satan’s kingdom how can he be Satan’s agent? Given that 
he is plundering Satan’s kingdom, how can he not be stronger than Satan?  
 
Jesus’ family has concluded he’s out of his mind, the scribes that he is  
demon-possessed. In response, Jesus shows just how sound his mind is and 
how their opposition has blinded them to two of the most obvious truths.  
 
He concludes with a dire warning. In saying “He has an unclean spirit” they 
are imperilling their own souls, blaspheming against the very Spirit of God. 
This is not a sin one can commit unintentionally; it emanates from the hard-
est of hearts (cf. 3.5). 

 
Do you ever feel threatened by anyone else’s ministry or popularity? 
 
Almighty God, I praise you that you are the sovereign Lord, having authori-
ty over all principalities and powers, in the heavens and on earth. Guard 
me, I pray, against the works of Satan and all who would seek to oppose 

your kingdom. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen 


