
Day 13 
 

And looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are 
my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of God, he is 

my brother and sister and mother.” 3.20-21, 31-34 
 

Mother Teresa, when once asked about her 
heritage, responded: “By blood, I am Albanian. 
By citizenship, an Indian. By faith, I am a 
Catholic nun. As to my calling, I belong to the 
world. As to my heart, I belong entirely to the 
heart of Jesus.” There is a climactic note to 
that final descriptor: the most important 
aspect of her identity was her commitment to 
doing Jesus’ will. The same should be true for 
everyone who would claim Jesus as a brother. 
 

Few things seem to rile Jesus more than the 
assumption that simply being a Jew, a 
descendant of Abraham, is enough to please 
God. Not even the fact of sharing a mother 
with Jesus, or being his mother for that matter, 
counts for anything. It is faith in Jesus and obedience to him alone which 
make one a member of his family.  
 

It may surprise us that Jesus’ own family are among those who 
misunderstand his mission, and therefore risk thwarting his purposes. Yes, 
even Mary, and presumably Jesus’ brother James (cf. Acts 15.13) also.  It 
won’t be until they see Jesus resurrected that they will understand his radical 
obedience to his heavenly Father. 
 

This is a salutary reminder that members of our own family may not 
appreciate our commitment to Christ, and even oppose it. That’s not easy to 
handle. Nevertheless, the claim our heavenly Father has on our life must 
always take priority over the will of earthly parents and siblings. In this case, 
water (of baptism/rebirth) is thicker than blood.   

Are there points of tension between you and family members as a 
result of your commitment to follow Christ? If so, ask God to speak 
encouragingly to you today. 

Heavenly Father, your word makes clear that my primary identity is as 
your child. Grant me grace and truth, I pray, towards those who don’t 
understand this. May my greatest delight come from doing your will. 
These things I ask in the name of your Son, my Saviour. Amen. 


