
Day 14 
 

 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow…” 4.1-20 
 
What more fitting home could there 
be for a fresco depicting the parable 
of the sower than behind the lectern 
in the chapel of a theological 
seminary?  The students at Gordon 
Conwell are daily reminded by this 
picture, painted buon fresco into the 
fabric of the building so that it 
cannot be removed, that they are 
being prepared to go out and preach 
God’s Word. What a responsibility. 
 

The seed that is sown is God’s word. 
It must firstly take good root in the disciples’ hearts, sown there by Christ – 
the original sower - himself. Jesus’ disciples would, in turn, be sent out to 
scatter the seed (preach) elsewhere. This process of sowing and disciples 
being sent out to sow has ensured that we too have received the word of 
God in our turn. 
 

There will never be anything wrong with the quality of the seed, but those 
going out to sow it must ensure that it is indeed Jesus’ seed that they are 
sowing (see 2 Cor 4.5). 
 

The variable in Jesus’ parable is the nature of the soil and its immediate 
environment. The sower scatters the good seed of the gospel liberally and 
indiscriminately, and so must those who proclaim God’s word today. How it 
is received and nurtured, however, is primarily the responsibility of the one 
who hears. The soils represent different types of hearers. 
 

The purpose of sowing is that the seed may bear fruit. Fruitfulness alone is 
what marks out the good soils from the hard, stony and thorny. 

Lord God, I praise you for sowing your word in my heart. I pray that 
you may guard it and that it may take ever-deeper root, yielding grain 
a hundredfold for your glory. Amen. 

Which parts of your life bear fruit for God’s kingdom, and which need 
attention? 


