
Day 15 
 

And he said to them, “Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you…” 

4.21-34 
 

Ten times in this chapter Jesus 
emphasises the importance of hearing. 
One can hear but not perceive, see but not 
understand. True hearing involves 
understanding and allowing Jesus’ word to 
take good root and grow to maturity – to 
produce a harvest. 
 

But doesn’t Jesus seem to deliberately 
confuse with his parables (4.11-12)? In 21
-25 Jesus says no. He points out that it 
would make no more sense for him to hide 
his message than it would to hide a lamp in a house. And even if a lamp is hidden 
when first lit, no one would leave it hidden for long; they would bring it out. 
 

His parables are in fact simple enough; the problem is not with them but with his 
hearers. Jesus uses the analogy of a measure. You go to the market with a 
measuring jar and the seller fills it. What you can receive depends entirely on the 
size of your receptacle. Come to Jesus ready to receive in large measure – open 
and believing - and he will not only fill you but add more. Come with a small 
measure – preconceived ideas and a closed mind – and you will lose what 
(understanding of God’s kingdom) you already have. 
 

The reason so many do not hear is simply that they are not open to the truths of 
God’s kingdom. Jesus other two parables illustrate this well. The idea that God’s 
kingdom will at first be concealed like a seed in the ground, then grow and mature 
without human help (26-29), does not fit with either zealot expectations of a 
revolutionary leader or pharisaic expectations of works-based righteousness. The 
vision of God’s kingdom including gentiles (32, birds of the air nesting in the 
mustard tree, cf. Ezek 31.6; Dan 4.10-12) is offensive to both alike. Even the 
disciples struggle to understand, but it is their openness to Jesus that allows him 
to increase their measure of understanding (34). The seed is slowly growing! 

What measure (of faith and openness) do you bring to God’s word?    

Heavenly Father, give me faith to trust your ways and eyes to see the growth 
of your kingdom. May I always respond to your challenge to partner with 
you. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  


