
Day 16 
 

And … they said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey him?” 4.35-41; 6.45-52 

 

One of the central points of the previous two 
parables is that typically the growth of God’s 
kingdom begins unspectacularly and continues 
imperceptibly – at least in the world’s eyes.  
However, there are times when God intervenes 
in the world in a most spectacular and 
undeniable way. Jesus’ calming of the storm is 
a case in point. 
 

It is not the only one, of course. His first miracle 
was the driving out of a demon. Then he healed 
many of physical ailments. Later, he will 
multiply loaves and fishes.  In so doing, Jesus is 
building up an impressive C.V.: authority over 
demons, authority over sickness, authority over 
nature. Now, in these two passages, he adds 
authority over the elements: even the wind and 
the sea obey him. 
 

Jesus’ purpose in performing signs is that the disciples may have a fuller 
understanding of who he is. The answer to their question “who is this man?” 
can only be “God.” Yet, instead of growing in their understanding and faith, 
the disciples are invariably overcome with confusion and fear. Even after the 
second time Jesus calms the sea, Mark tells us “They were utterly astounded, 
for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were 
hardened.”  
 

Miraculous signs should inspire faith; but they can also be misunderstood 
and lead to nothing more than mere wonderment. The disciples did come to 
a greater understanding of the significance of Jesus’ signs, but Jesus was 
astounded by their slowness.  
 

God doesn’t give us signs every day; when he does we need to hold onto 

What signs has God given you? How have they sustained you through 
hard times? 

Lord God, I thank you for the times you have reassured me with signs of 
your presence and transforming power. May they and your word keep 
my feet planted on the rock which is Christ. In his name I pray. Amen. 


