
Day 17 
 

There met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived 
among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a 

chain…  5.1-20 
 

An extraordinary number of theologians deny the 
reality of demonic spiritual forces in spite of the 
overwhelming evidence that the coming of Jesus’ 
kingdom necessitates the vanquishing of Satan’s. 
Whenever Jesus encounters demons they 
demonstrate a supernatural awareness of who he is, 
of his superior power, and of his fearful judgment 
upon them. There is no place for them in his kingdom. 
 

It is noteworthy that throughout his ministry Jesus 
clearly distinguishes between natural and demonic 
causes of illness. Moreover, when he encounters 
demonic activity there are distinctive displays of 
demonic and divine power which are very different to 
his miraculous healings of purely physical affliction.  
 

It is true that many who have ministered in Jesus’ name have lacked his 
ability to distinguish between the natural and the demonic, some erring in 
attributing far too much to Satan, others by blaming him for too little. So it is 
worth seeking for clues in these passages.  
 

There is a number, but most important to grasp is that Satan is a murderer 
(see John 8.44); his goal is to destroy. No surprise therefore that in these 
passages the possessed are driven to self-destruct. Mark reminds us three 
times that the Gerasene demoniac lived among the tombs, and twice that 
the boy was left for dead (9.26).  
 

Satan’s presence is usually evident enough, clearly manifested in evil 
behaviour. However Satan can also conceal himself as an angel of light. He 
is the father of lies and was a liar from the beginning. 
 

The follower of Jesus need have no fear of Satan: we have authority over 
him in Jesus’ name. No sceptic, however, has ever won a battle with a 
demon. 

What evidence is there of Satan at work in our society? How might we 
counter it? 

Lord Jesus, I thank you for the power we have in your name to defeat 
Satan. Give me discernment, I pray, and the courage to stand against 
him in your name. Amen. 


