
Day 19 
           6.1-29 

The first six verses repeat an earlier theme: 
rejection of Jesus by the very groups of peo-
ple who should have been the first to be-
lieve in him. These were his own family and 
the religious leaders, to which are now add-
ed the people in his hometown. Again, no 
rational reason is given for their unbelief. 
They could not deny his miraculous works or 
wisdom. Yet “they took offense at him”. 
Such offense can only emanate from a hard heart. 
 
Having appointed the twelve apostles in 3.13-19 Jesus now sends them out to 
preach repentance. He furnishes them with the one thing they need - his authority. 
Every practical need is to be met by those to whom they preach, but only with Je-
sus’ authority can they be effective in ministry. Armed with his authority they are 
able to defeat demons and heal the sick.  
 
News of the apostles’ first dramatic mission reaches the ears of Herod Antipas 
(v.14). He had fallen for his brother Philip’s wife and divorced his own wife in order 
to marry her. John the Baptist had made no bones of the fact that they had com-
mitted adultery. Herodias, the woman concerned, would have had John killed but 
Herod feared him as a man of God and so imprisoned him instead. Mark tells us 
that, though John clearly spoke uncomfortable truths to Herod, Herod was still 
drawn to hearing him. In the end though Herodias got her wish – John’s head on a 
platter – by taking advantage of a rash oath of Herod’s. She knew that he feared 
man more than God, valuing his own honour above John’s life.  
  
While the narrative relates John’s death, it is sparked by the question of who Jesus 
is in the light of the miracles performed by his apostles. Some say Elijah, some a 
prophet, others that he is John raised from the dead. Herod, one senses with a 
shiver, subscribes to the latter view. 
 
Herod may appear more righteous than Herodias but we should not be fooled. He 
may well fear Jesus as the resurrected John but, when he feels threatened by Je-
sus, “that fox” will join the ranks of those who seek to kill him (see Luke 13.31; 
23.11).  

 
What compelled John to speak up against Herod and Herodias?  
 
Heavenly Father, I thank you for the witness of John the Baptist. Give me the 
courage, I pray, to speak up whenever you so direct against abuses of power 
and sins which offend against your holy law. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 


