
Day 21 
 

 

And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the 
commandment of God in order to establish your tradition!” 7.1-23; 

12.38-40; 14.1-2  
 

How is it that religion can take us so far away 
from God that it can end up pitting us against 
him? How can it all get so distorted, go so 
wrong?  
 

So far Jesus has encountered demons, storms, 
sickness, hunger and death. He has triumphed 
over each in turn. His two staunchest opponents 
though are unbelief and religious hypocrisy. The 
former causes him to marvel, the latter to boil 
over. 
 

Hypocrisy is literally the wearing of a mask: 
pretending to be someone other than the person 
you really are. It is driven primarily by self-
interest. While it pretends to glorify God, hypocritical religion is primarily 
concerned with glorifying its leaders. It gives them special titles, places, 
privileges and status, protecting their interests. It pays lip service to God 
while promoting itself. 
 

In order to protect their special status, hypocrites must make up all manner 
of self-serving rules and rituals. These maintain their exclusivity and deflect 
attention away from the things that God requires – those things which glorify 
him and fulfil his good purposes for all people. 
 

Just as masks provide superficial cover and are used to deceive, so 
hypocritical religion is bound up with external appearances and deception. 
Elsewhere Jesus talks about hypocrites in even harsher terms as whitened 
sepulchres: resplendent on the outside, but full of rotten flesh and dead 
bones. 
 

Jesus roundly condemns hypocrites for their dishonesty and distortion of 
true religion. He warns the disciples to guard against them, for he knows 
they will stop at nothing in opposing him and his mission. 

Almighty God, all glory is due to you. Give me eyes to see myself as you 
see me, that there might be nothing false about my worship or 
Christian walk. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Do any of our Church traditions direct glory away from God and 
towards human leaders?  


