
Day 22 
 

And he said to her, “For this statement you may go your way;  
the demon has left your daughter.” 7.24-30 

 
 

This is undoubtedly one of the most disturbing 
accounts of Jesus’ ministry. How out of 
character his treatment of this desperate 
Syrophoenician woman seems to be. What a 
contrast with his ministry to the woman with a 
haemorrhage and Jairus’ daughter. That Jesus 
has just railed against the hypocrisy of those 
who judge by outward appearances only 
exacerbates the problem.  
 

Clearly something exceptional is going on 
here: Jesus is wanting to make a particular 
point, and is willing to use shock tactics to do 
so. The horror of Jesus’ maltreatment of the 
woman thus becomes the key to 
understanding why he behaves as he does. He 
is demonstrating to his unwelcome audience 
just how ugly dividing walls and the denial of 
the gospel to Gentiles are. Sure, Israel is God’s chosen, but Israel’s election was 
always so that she might be the instrument of God’s salvation to all peoples (see 
Gen 18.18; Isa 56).  
 

That is the point of the other key to understanding this encounter: Jesus’ final 
words to the woman, “For this statement (logos) you may go your way…” The 
woman pleads, in the humblest of terms, that God’s grace abounds to all, to the 
Jew first but also to the Gentile (see Rom 1.16). Jesus’ commends her for her faith 
and insight, but – more than that – elevates her above those who are blinded by 
prejudice.  Her incredibly humble pronouncement in verse 28 is a lesson in God’s 
grace and truth to them; she, a Gentile, has become their teacher. His point made, 
Jesus again assumes his role as the true Israel, extending the salvation that is for 
all people to her house. 

Who do you find it easier to identify with: the disciples or the woman? Why? 

Lord Jesus, I thank you that you came to save all people, including me.  
Help me always to discern the movement of your Holy Spirit, so that I my 
never fail to see what you are doing and what you may be teaching me; in 
your name I pray. Amen.  

 


