
Day 23 
 

And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things 
well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”  

7.31-37; 8.22-26; 10.46-52 
 
John, in his Gospel, calls Jesus’ miracles 
‘signs’. They are signs which point to both his 
identity and his kingdom breaking in. Although 
Mark uses different terminology, it is clear that 
this is for him, too, the major import of Jesus’ 
miracles. 
 
Jesus’ Jewish audience marvel because Jesus 
is fulfilling before their very eyes the prophecy 
of Isaiah about the coming of the glory of the 
LORD: “Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then shall the lame man leap like a deer; and the tongue of the mute sing for 
joy” (Isa 35.5-6). Yet, while they see and hear with their physical sense-organs, 
do they perceive with their spiritual eyes and ears? Jesus has already indicated 
they do not (see 4.12). 
 
The way Mark has structured his Gospel, placing the healing of blind 
Bartimaeus and Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem between the disciples’ 
misunderstandings and Jesus’ cursing of the fig tree and cleansing of the 
temple, underscores this sad truth. It is, as Jesus explains to Bartimaeus, only 
by faith that sight is recovered, that one can follow him “on the way.” 
 
While this is the great theological import of these miracles, the intensely 
personal way in which Jesus deals with each of the three men should not be 
overlooked. Applying his own spittle, he ministers through a sense (touch) which 
the deaf, blind and mute alike still enjoy. They’re not mere props in his great 
drama of salvation; they are precious individuals to whom the Son of David 
gives his personal attention.  

How can you emulate Jesus’ pastoral concern for someone you know who 
is in need of his touch? 

Lord Jesus, you have given us wonderful examples of your concern for the 
sick. Help me to bring people to you for healing and to treat them with the 
sensitivity you demonstrated. I pray in your name and for your glory. Amen. 


