
Day 32 
 

And they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these things, or who 
gave you this authority to do them?” 11.27-12.12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus refuses to give the religious leaders the straight answer they demand. 
He first entraps them in their own deceit, leading them to deny that they know 
where John’s authority to baptize came from. Assuredly they did know (see 
Matt 3.7ff.). 
 
Jesus’ question about John’s baptism is, however, as much a clue as a trap. It 
points back to his own baptism by John: the heavens opened, the Spirit 
descended, and God confirmed him as his beloved Son. If they know anything 
about his baptism they already know the answer to their question. John’s 
authority to baptize and Jesus’ baptism by John are mutually authenticating: 
reject one and you reject the other. 
 
Having entrapped them, Jesus goes on the offensive with a parable. The 
vineyard owner is God and the vineyard is Israel (Isa 5.1-5). The tenants are 
Israel’s leaders. The servants are the prophets, including John. He is the 
beloved son and heir (echoing his baptism). The others to whom the vineyard 
will be given are faithful Jews and Gentiles.  
 
As spiritually deaf as they are, Jesus’ opponents perceive that it is told 
against them. Jesus makes it clear that in rejecting those whom God sends 
they are in rebellion against God himself. They will lose their rights as 
tenants. But God’s purposes will not be thwarted. Changing the metaphor 
from vineyard to temple, it is the very one whose authority to cleanse the 

In what ways do you submit to the authority of Jesus, and the body of 
which he is the head? 

Sovereign Lord, your ways are often not our ways. Give me discernment 
to recognise that authority which comes from you and that which does 
not, that I may submit to you alone, through Christ Jesus. Amen.  


