
Day 34 
 

Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you 
know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?” 12.18-27 

 
 

How pleased the 
Sadducees must have 
been to see their rivals, 
the Pharisees and the 
Herodians, silenced by 
Jesus (12.13-17). How 
confident they must 
have been of their own 
success. After all, their 
question didn’t simply 
pose a serious theological and moral problem, it set a trap which – 
seemingly – no logic could escape: argue for resurrection and you condone 
either an unjust monogamy or a heavenly polygamy.  Neither could be 
permitted by a holy, just and righteous God. 
 

Jesus sees no need to prove them wrong about the resurrection. That is a 
given. But they need to know why they are wrong. Aware that the 
Sadducees’ scriptures consisted only of the Pentateuch (Genesis to 
Deuteronomy), he takes care to cite from Exodus in support.  
 

Intellectual humility before almighty God and the scriptures is an essential 
Christian virtue. I know no purer expression of it than the prayer of the 
psalmist: “O LORD my heart is not lifted up; my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things too great and too marvellous for me. But 
I have weaned and quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother, 
like a weaned child is my soul within me. O Israel, hope in the LORD from 
this time forth and forevermore” (Ps 131).   
 

Any who think they can out-reason God are doomed to make asses of 
themselves. As the apostle Paul wrote, we know only in part. It is only when 
we see God face to face, that is, when Christ returns and we are 
resurrected, that we shall know fully (see 1 Cor 13.9-12).  

How do you react to people who try to convince you that your faith is 
foolish? 

Lord God, creator and redeemer of all things, I praise you that through 
Jesus you have overcome sin and death. Give me humility, I pray, be-
fore your word and your power. I pray in the name of your living Word, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


