
Day 35 
 

And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him,  
“You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  12.28-34 

 

Not all Jesus’ interrogators’ hearts are 
hardened against him. While it appears 
that this scribe is prompted by Jesus’ 
impressive answers to his previous 
interrogators, who were ill-motivated, his 
own response (to Jesus’ reply) suggests 
there was a genuineness to his inquiry. 
Nevertheless, all three questions (paying 
taxes, the resurrection of the dead, and 
the greatest commandment) are 
connected by Mark’s final observation: 
And after that no one dared to ask him 
any more questions.  
 

Most telling though is Jesus’ response to this scribe. Firstly, Jesus takes his 
question seriously and gives him a direct answer. Then when he shows he 
has not only listened to, but grasped the import of what Jesus has taught, 
Jesus is moved by the scribe’s wisdom to make an additional response. It 
is both a compliment and a challenge. “Not far from” is close, but it is 
nevertheless not in the kingdom. The scribe is left to draw his own 
conclusions – and we ours. 
 

This one-on-one encounter has a similar feel to the one with the rich young 
man in 10.17-22. In both cases Jesus treats his enquirer as a genuine 
would-be disciple. But it is also the case that both men fall short of what 
Jesus requires of a disciple. 
 

One thing is certain: wisdom, knowledge and a seeking after God may take 
us close to God’s kingdom, but on their own they do not gain us entry.  
Recalling 10.15, we may ponder further why children enter while 
theologians and religious leaders queue outside. As He Qi’s picture 
reminds us, it was as a child that Jesus first amazed the likes of this 
scribe. 

Heavenly Father, I praise you that it is not your will that anyone is lost. 
Open my eyes, I pray, to those who are near your kingdom, and help me 
to bring them to your son Jesus Christ, in whose name I pray. Amen. 

How might we help those whom we know who are not far from the 
kingdom to enter? 


