
Day 36 
 

David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, “The Lord said to my Lord,  
‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.’” 12.35-37 

 

The religious and political leaders have all 
tried to discredit Jesus’ authority and teaching 
by their questioning of him (11.27-12.27). 
Jesus now has the last word, setting his own 
agenda and asserting the superiority of his 
authority and teaching over theirs. 
 

It was “in the Holy Spirit” that David referred 
to the Messiah as his Lord. This is best 
understood in terms of Peter’s descriptor of 
prophecy:  “No prophecy of Scripture comes 
from someone’s own interpretation. For no 
prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1.20f.) Interpreting scripture is also a 
work of the Holy Spirit (cf. Matt 16.17). 
 

Jesus does not deny that the Messiah will descend from David (see 2 Sam 7.12-
13; Isa 9.2-7; 11.1-9), but he points out that their understanding of the Messiah is 
one dimensional, a purely human one. Without the Holy Spirit they lack spiritual 
insight, to the point of blindness. They do not recognise David’s lord, who has 
taken on flesh. 
 

Jesus’ riddle is likewise best answered in Peter’s words, spoken in the power of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost:  “Let all the house of Israel therefore know that God has 
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus who you crucified.” Jesus was Lord 
before his incarnation, but had emptied himself of his glory to become fully human 
(see Phil 2.6-11). God therefore had to glorify him once more – through his 
resurrection and ascension.  
 

Jesus warns that the scribes are destined for condemnation (40) because they are 
interested only in glorifying themselves. The message to the great throng who hear 
him gladly is that Jesus, the one on whom the Holy Spirit has descended (1.9-11), 
is the teacher to trust.  

What challenges do we face to the truth that “all scripture is God-breathed”  
(2 Tim 3.16)? 

Heavenly Father, I thank you that you have revealed yourself through both 
your written word in scripture and the living Word, your Son. Grant me the 
wisdom from your Holy Spirit to know you as you truly are, through Jesus 
Christ my Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


