
Day 37 
 

For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 
poverty has put in everything she had. 12.41-44 

 

Except for on the journey to and 
from Bethany (11.20-25), all 
Jesus’ teaching since entering 
Jerusalem has been done in the 
precincts of the temple. But the 
temple has not only been the 
venue for his attacks on false 
religion, it has also been the 
target. 
 

We read now of his final recorded 
moments in the temple. At the 
end of this scene he will go out, prophesy the temple’s destruction, and the 
passion narrative will begin. These are Jesus’ last words from the temple. 
 

In Glenda Skinner-Noble’s pointalist depiction of this scene, instead of being 
an unobtrusive observer Jesus is front of stage, the viewer entering the 
picture front left. A triangle of light leads the eye from Jesus to focus it on it 
its apex: the widow (with dependent child added to heighten the pathos.) The 
rich are relegated to a dim, distant corner of what could as well be a prison 
cell, except that the prominent pillars remind us that this is indeed the 
temple. But this ‘temple’ happens to be situated in our own entry hall or living 
room, the two panels of this diptych being the side of a modern padded chest 
in which household treasures are stored. Few homes of the rich are without 
one. They are also very comfortable places to sit and observe the rest of the 
world go by. 
 

Seated opposite the treasury, observing, Jesus weighs the two types of 
offerings: those given out of abundance v. that given out of poverty. The latter 
outweighs the sum of the former. No wonder a temple cult that relies on the 
rich is spiritually bankrupt. 
 

Remember the encounter with the rich young man (10.17ff.)? Jesus doesn’t 
allow the heart to hold anything back. 

What things, specifically, do you deny yourself to give to God? 

Merciful Father, help me to see my offerings as you see them, and to be 
willing to surrender all of my life to you. I pray in the name of him who 
gave everything for me, Jesus Christ. Amen. 


