
Day 38 
 

But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 13.1-37 
 

 

Mark’s ‘little Apocalypse’ has a dual 
focus: the destruction of the temple and 
the coming of the Son of Man in glory. 
Given that the temple was destroyed in 
70AD, and Christ has clearly not yet 
returned, Jesus’ focus cannot be limited 
to the destruction of the temple alone. 
That said, deciding which words apply to 
which event is a less certain task. 
 

A sound practice for interpreting difficult 
passages is to begin with what is clear 
and obvious. Start with what is 
comprehensible, not what is not.   
 

Jesus’ firstly disabuses the disciples of 
their remaining wonderment at the glory of the temple. Clearly they had not 
understood the meaning of the withered fig tree, so he spells it out in 
stones: “There will not be left here one stone upon another.” 
 

He then moves on to warn them that, just as they have been deceived by 
the beauty of the temple, so they are in danger of being deceived by false 
prophets and false christs. 
 

If that isn’t concern enough, they will be persecuted for their faith - 
severely. They will be hated by all for Jesus’ name’s sake. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved. 
 

Finally, he warns them that not only may they be fooled by imposters, they 
may not be prepared for the true Christ when he does return. There will be 
no mistaking his coming, mind you, but will they be awake or asleep? 
 

One does not have to fit this chapter into the right timetable to appreciate 
and heed these warnings, which are always relevant. Indeed, there is a 
final warning against trying to do so (32). Too many fail to heed it, making 
false prophets of themselves and distracting the church from its urgent 
task of preparing for Christ’s return.  

How might you be prepared for Christ’s return? 

Lord Jesus, as I look forward to your return, keep me from being dis-
tracted by that which does not concern you, and to be busy about your 
business. In your name I pray. Amen. 


