
Day 39 
 

But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She 
has done a beautiful thing to me.”  14.3-11 

 

This woman is scolded, 
presumably by the disciples, for 
wasting a considerable amount 
of very expensive ointment on 
Jesus. Jesus defends and 
praises her for having “done a 
beautiful thing”; for having 
“done what she could”; and for 
having “anointed [his] body 
beforehand for burial.” He vows 
that her action will forever be a 
part of the gospel. In contrast, 
Judas then departs to arrange a very ugly deed, for which he will never be 
forgotten either.  
 

It is easy to overlook the fact that what Jesus desires from us, above all 
else, is love and understanding. The sort of obedience he requires will be 
the sure fruit of these two dispositions. 
 

John names the woman as Mary, the sister of Lazarus, the man Jesus raised 
from the dead (John 12.1). Her love for Jesus is entirely understandable. But 
it is her audacity in expressing it in this daring, extravagant way that is 
striking and draws censure. Tellingly, most artists prefer to depict the 
woman who was a sinner who washed Jesus feet with her tears (Luke 
7.36ff). Is it too much for them, too, that Mary anointed Jesus head? 
 

A number of times Mark has highlighted Jesus’ frustration at his disciples’ 
lack of understanding of who he is and what he is about. Mary’s anointing of 
him is a standout act of prophetic insight, and he values it greatly. Whereas 
elsewhere giving to the poor is lauded as proof of true religion (e.g. James 
1.27), Jesus here places pure adoration of him ahead of almsgiving. Mary 
has, in this case, not only done a beautiful thing, but all that she could do.  
The contrast with Judas’ misunderstanding of Jesus and betrayal of his love 
could not be starker. 

Do you ever feel threatened by another’s service to Christ? 

Lord Jesus, I thank you that you have done all you could, and all that 
was needed, for me. Help me to respond with beautiful acts of devo-
tion to you. Out of my love for you, I pray. Amen. 


