
Day 40 

 
 

14.12-52 
Thrice Jesus has tried to prepare his disciples for 
his Passion. The sharing of the Passover meal will 
be his final opportunity. It is both a time of the most 
intimate fellowship and the most painful betrayal. 
Throughout, Mark makes it clear that Jesus is in 
absolute control. He knows precisely what is in 
each disciple’s heart and how his Passion will play 
out. He “goes as it is written” (v.2), in obedience to 
his Father’s plan. 
 
Having identified his betrayer (cf. Ps 41.9) Jesus breaks the bread and shares 
the cup. Mark notes that they all partook (v.23). Even if Judas has departed, 
Peter (who would deny him) and the others (who would fall away, v. 27) eat and 
drink. The message is clear: Jesus will give up his body for the sake of sinners 
(Rom 5.8), both those present and the many (v.24) who would come to believe 
in him and who would partake in this meal. In doing so they partake in the new 
covenant which Jesus inaugurates by the shedding of his own blood (cf. Exod 
24.1-11), a covenant which frees all who enter into it (by faith) from sin and 
death.   
 
V.25 signals a shift in Jesus’ focus. He has done all he can to prepare the disci-
ples and has shared his last meal with them. The Passion must now begin, and 
it does so with another prediction of failure: “You will all fall away”. The fact that 
they all confidently deny it can only have increased Jesus’ sense of abandon-
ment, which becomes more intense as the three closest to him fail the simplest 
of tests - to stay awake and pray for him. 
 
Jesus makes no secret of the depth of his agony in the garden as he is torn be-
tween what his own spirit wants and what his flesh cannot bear to contemplate. 
He knows he could still avoid the cross by fleeing, or that his Father could still 
come up with another, easier plan. But he chooses to remain obedient unto 
death, giving himself into the hands of sinners. 
 
The arrest is orchestrated by the Sanhedrin, which acts like a gang of thugs. 
Mark highlights the depth of Judas’ treachery and the hypocrisy of a heavily 
armed, violent arrest (“seized” 4x).  Jesus’ only response is to point out that 
while this whole ugly scene defies reason it serves to allow the Scriptures to be 
fulfilled, which is his only concern. He is now alone. 

 
What does sharing in the Lord’s Supper (Communion) mean to you? 
 

Loving Father, thank you for your grace and mercy extended to me in your 
Son. Grant that as I share in the meal he gave us I may enter into full fellow-
ship with him and all who love him, and that I may be strengthened so as  
never to fail him. Amen 

 


