
Day 41 
 

Again the High Priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?” And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 

heaven.”14.53-65 
 

 

In every respect Jesus’ trial before the whole 
Council (Sanhedrin) is a charade. It takes 
place in private, at night, and during a 
religious feast – all prohibited by the 
Council’s own laws. No one is able to bring a 
valid testimony against Jesus, so the tenth 
commandment is blatantly flouted as false, 
contradictory witness is borne against him.  
 

The penultimate irony is that the Son of God, 
the light of the world, is on trial before men of 
darkness. Jesus’ only words confront the High 
Priest with the enormity of the situation: “[The 
day will come when] you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power, and 
coming with the clouds of heaven.”  
 

The High Priest knew exactly what he was referring to: Daniel 7.13f., 
preceded by a vision of the Ancient of Days (the Power) before whom “the 
court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.” Jesus is stating as 
plainly as possible that one day the tables will be turned. He also knows 
that he is giving them precisely the testimony they are seeking to kill him. 
Thus it is that these words trigger the ultimate irony: the human High Priest 
judges the beloved Son of God guilty of blasphemy. 
 

While Jesus seems calm and controlled throughout, we can only assume 
that the great distress and trouble that he endured in the Garden of 
Gethsemane has intensified. Not only has the physical abuse begun but he 
is alone; his closest friends have now fled - save for Peter, who will deny 
ever knowing him.  Three times he had tried to prepare them for this 
ordeal, but to no avail. The darkness has now well and truly closed in. 

How does the fact that Jesus will be our final judge affect our 
understanding of human power? 

Heavenly Father, I acknowledge that you have delegated authority and 
power to humans. Keep me mindful though of your ultimate authority 
and power, in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.  


