
Day 42 
 

And Peter remembered…  And he broke down and wept. 14.66-72 
 

Peter’s denial is best 
reflected upon in the light of 
Jesus’ words in 14.26-31. 
Jesus had predicted that his 
followers would fall away in 
accordance with Zechariah’s 
prophecy: “I will strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep will 
be scattered.” It was in 
response to this prophecy 
that Peter had made his 
emphatic but rash claim to 
supremacy: “Even though 
they all fall away, I will not… If I must die with you, I will not deny you.”  
 

It is clear from Peter’s last assertion that he was aware of just how serious 
things could become. Given that John records that it was he who cut off 
the ear of the high priest’s servant it seems that to that point at least his 
courage held firm. No sooner is the Shepherd struck, however, than the 
sheep are indeed scattered.  
 

It does Peter little credit that he followed at a distance. That was never 
going to be a place of solidarity with Jesus. Then come the denials, the 
curses and swearing that he doesn’t even know Jesus; and finally the tears 
of grief.  
 

Poor Peter. How wretched he is when the enormity of what he has done 
finally overwhelms him. We must remember though, Jesus’ prediction of 
denial was accompanied by the prophecy that the Shepherd, when raised, 
will go before them to Galilee. Assuming Peter recalls those words too, he 
would know that Jesus hasn’t finished with him yet. Mark doesn’t record 
Jesus’ reinstatement of Peter as John does, but it is surely in view at 
14.28. The Good Shepherd will never again be separated from his sheep. 
“They shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid” (Ezek 34.28). 

Loving Father, I pray today for all whose faith is tested in the way 
Peter’s was. Give them the strength and courage to stand firm, in the 
name of Jesus in which I pray. Amen. 

How do you think you would have reacted if you were among the 
original disciples?  


