
Day 47                                                                                                                             
 
16.1-8 
All four Gospels agree, no one expected 
to find an empty tomb, and women were 
the first witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection. 
Both factors make it unlikely the Gospel 
writers invented the resurrection. No one 
making up such a story would have  
nominated women as the first witnesses. 
The witness of women was not consid-
ered reliable, as attested by the attitude 
of the male disciples in Luke 23.1. 
 
One cannot dismiss the resurrection on 
the basis that the women visited the 
wrong tomb either. Both women had seen where Jesus was laid (15.47), the Mary 
in 15.47 being the same Mary as in 15.40 and 16.1. And the tomb was definitely 
empty; they went inside.  
 
More troubling for believers in the resurrection is why, in the earliest manuscripts of 
Mark, the Gospel ends as abruptly as it does, and in silence and fear. In fact most 
scholars think this is unlikely, positing that the original ending must have got lost, or 
Mark wrote a sequel (like Luke) which hasn’t been found. 
 
To speculate here is pointless. Better to reflect on the Gospel as we now have it, 
trusting it is what God meant us to have and thankful that we have three other  
Gospels which continue the story. 
 
What can we take from Mark’s resurrection narrative? Surely, that trembling and 
astonishment are natural, even correct initial responses to the resurrected Christ. In 
the words of the prophet Amos, “The Lion has roared; who will not fear?” (Amos 
3.8). In many  parts of the church today we have so domiciled the risen, ascended 
and glorified Christ that we treat him more like our ‘buddy’ than the King of kings 
and Lord of lords. Kneeling is out, coffee is in! What we must avoid though is the 
fear that leads to paralysis and silence. The women were told to “go, tell” but – be-
cause of fear – “said nothing to anyone.” The resurrection is good news to all peo-
ple, but it must be proclaimed (Rom 10.14).   

 
What do you regard as a fitting way to approach the risen Lord Jesus? 

 
Almighty and eternal God, I bow before you in reverent awe to praise you for 
the resurrection of your dear Son. May the same resurrection power that was 
at work in him be at work in me and all your Church, that we may live for your 

praise and glory. Amen. 


