
Ezekiel 26-28 
Oracles against Tyre and Sidon 

Literary Context 
Major new section chs 25-32.  

• Follows condemnation of Judah/Jerusalem (chs. 4-23) and 
announcement that siege of Jerusalem has begun (ch.24) 

• 16 nations condemned, but main focus = Tyre (26-28) and Egypt (29-32) 

• In centre = word of hope to Israel (28.25-26), a foretaste of/intro to 
what will come in chs 34-48. 

Notably absent = oracle against Babylon. This is because Babylon will be God’s 
instrument of judgment against these 16 nations. 
 
Dated in 26.1 to eleven years after the going into exile (=598), i.e. 587-586, 
immediately after the fall of Jerusalem (26.2), of which the Jews in exile in 
Babylon have no doubt heard. 
 
The oracle is addressed to the Jewish exiles, not Tyre or Sidon. It is a word of 
consolation and encouragement that those who gloat over Israel’s fall will be 
wiped out, while the house of Israel will be restored to its land. 
 
Background 

• Jerusalem had a strategic position in the fertile crescent as city traders 
passed through – 26.2 – it is “the gate to the peoples/nations” 
 

• But Tyre = pre-eminent seaport in Mediterranean, its citizens famous as 
seafarers (Isa 23.8) 

• only 160km from Jerusalem. 

• ‘tyre’ = ‘rock’ (referring to the off-shore island, cf. 26.4, 14 

• 3 excellent harbours one on mainland, two off-shore island, connected 
by causeway built 10thC BC by Hiram I (father of the Hiram who helped 
Solomon).  

• In wartime could retreat to island which served as impregnable fortress, 
warehouse and treasure chest. 

• Famous for glassware and purple dyed materials, purple dye from local 
murex shell-fish 

• Most powerful Phoenician city 

• Almost impregnable fortress. Babylonian siege lasted 13 years, 586-573,  
before the island stronghold fell! 

 



• Relationship had at times been quite cordial: King Hiram of Tyre helped 
Solomon build the temple (1 Kings 5.7) 

• Had never fought a war 

• Tyre had taken part in the anti-Babylonian conference of western states 
organised by Zedekiah at Jerusalem in 594 BC (Allen) 

• Nevertheless, response to destruction of Jerusalem is arrogant and 
opportunistic. Now Tyre’s role as trading centre/gateway in fertile 
crescent = enhanced 

• Tyre and Sidon profited from the conquest of Judah by the Babylonians, 
and possibly earlier conquests of Assyrians (over Israel) and Egyptians as 
well. Even traded Jewish slaves - See Joel 3.5-6; Obadiah 13. 

• Tyre and Sidon were the Mediterranean’s paramount slave-trading 
nations, buying huge numbers of slaves taken in the Babylonian 
onslaught and selling them to nations to the West (esp. Greece). 

 
Literary Structure: 
5 oracles introduced by “the word of the Lord came to me’ – 26.1; 27.1; 28.1, 
11, 20. 
 26.1-21 Tyre’s destruction 
27.1-36  Lamentation over the ‘shipwreck’ of Tyre  
28.1-10  Downfall of the king of Tyre 
28.11-19  Lament over the king of Tyre 
28.20-23  Prophecy against Sidon 
28.24-26  Promise if restoration of Israel 
 
26.1-21 
Tyre’s sin:  

• she has rejoiced over the fall of Jerusalem 

• she has congratulated herself that she has lost a serious competitor: 
“the gate of the peoples is broken; it has swung open to me. I shall be 
replenished, now that she is laid waste”. Jerusalem was at the intersection of a 
large number of trade roots, and would have collected tolls/taxes. Tyre will 
benefit from taking Jerusalem’s place in this regard. 
 
The result of her punishment:  

• she will become a bare rock (play on her name), of use only for 
fishermen to spread out their nets on to dry (26.5, 14). Her daughters = 
villagers on mainland. 



• Tyre’s eventual desolation (26.20), symbolised by the absence of songs 
and lyres (26.13), will be a cause of rejoicing “in the land of the living” 
(26.20). 

• The coastal principalities (and their princes) around about will be 
dismayed (vv. 15-18) to see the mighty Tyre brought low, upon whose 
economic success they no doubt depended too depended 

Ezekiel uses figurative language to depict Tyre as like an island descending into 
the sea (vv. 19-20), the waters of chaos/cosmic flood covering her over. There 
is no hope of return from the pit (= sheol, v.20). 
 
The ref. to lifting up of shields (v.8) = like the Roman ‘tortoise’ formation.  
 
Tyre, under siege for 13 years, wasn’t totally destroyed (so Ezek 29.17-21) until 
Alexander the Great built a causeway and took the fortress within 7 months 
(332 BC). But it did become a vassal state of Nebuchadnezzar, its glory 
removed. No record of what happened to Ithbaal, effectively a forgotten man. 
 
27.1-36  cf. Rev 18 Fall of ‘Babylon’ 
Tyre now depicted as a majestic trading ship, the wrecking of which is subject 
of lament. 
 
Poem (vv. 3b-9, 25b-36) with a prose catalogue (of business) inserted in middle 
(vv. 10-25a) 
 
Most of goods = luxury goods: precious metals, jewels, special woods, ivory, 
choice cloth, fine carpets, perfumes and foodstuffs  
 
Poem = “allegory about the good ship Tyre, superbly fitted out and expertly 
crewed, but so laden with merchandise that in heavy seas she sinks to the 
bottom of the ocean. Thereupon all the sailing peoples of the Mediterranean 
gather on the shore to bewail her loss.” (Taylor) 
 
Every detail of poem = an elaboration of Tyre’s opinion of herself: “I am perfect 
in beauty”, the ultimate cause of her downfall (pride, cf. 28.2-8). 
 
Arrogant and boastful. 
 
 
The ship Tyre is fullen laden when she sets out. 
 



It sinks within sight of land (25b-29). 
 
Tyre is overwhelmed by the very sea on which it had built its wealth – but at 
YHWH’s command (v.19) – “swamped in the power of God’s judgment and 
consigned to the oblivion of the pit” (Wright). 
 
Contrast v.29b with v.3b: 
“O Tyre, you have said “I am perfect in beauty”” 
v. 
“Who is like Tyre, like one destroyed in the midst of the sea?” 
First an expression of wonderment at Tyre’s glory, finally a question of horror 
at what has happened to her. 
 
Her great achievement is that she has brought great benefits to many peoples 
and enriched the kings of the earth (v.33), but – now  that she has been 
destroyed – “the merchants among the people hiss (= in dismay/shock/horror, 
not derision) at you” (v.34). 
 
28.1-10 
The downfall of the king of Tyre 
 
No metaphor now, the ruler is Ithbaal II (‘Baal is with him’) who is condemned 
for his claims to deity. In the Mesopotamian-Syrian religious tradition the king 
claimed to be appointed by a god/gods, not to be a god himself (v’s Egyptian 
religion in which Pharaoh – a god)..  
 
His claims to wisdom are not denied, esp. when it comes to creating 
wealth/trade – i.e. success (cf. Solomon). It is his puffed up heart which is the 
problem. 
 
He boasts divine power and authority: “I sit on the throne of a god” 
 
28.11=19  
Lots of allusions to Gen 2-3. The king of Tyre is like Adam in rebellion, but he is 
also clothed like the high priest (v13). Eden is a garden but also the locale of 
the “holy mountain of God” (vv.14, 16), which is absent from Genesis 2-3. 
 
Like Adam, the king has been given his special position and responsibility by 
God, appointed by him to rule. But he has rebelled against God. 
 



vv. 16-18 spell out his sins:  

• Violence,  

• pride/ arrogance,  

• dishonest trading practice. 
The fire of destruction comes from within himself/Tyre (v.18). Is it greed, or 
the “violence in your midst” (v.16)? 
 
28.20-26 
Prophecy against Sidon followed by words relating to the future of the house 
of Israel (vv.25-26). 
 
Once YHWH has acted in judgement against her neighbours, Israel will be able 
to live in peace and security – IN SIMPLE, AGRICULTURAL PROSPERITY, 
manifesting YHWH’s holiness in their midst, i.e. his holiness will manifested in 
their restoration as his people. Then “they will know that I am the LORD their 
God.” 
 
The promise of return from exile would have been very hard for the Jews to 
believe, esp. so hard on the news of Jerusalem’s destruction. But it is promised 
and will come to pass. 
 
LESSONS 
1. The Lord is sovereign, controlling the destinies of all nations. 

 
Proud nations fall, Israel survives – see Rabbi Sacks quote 
 
“It is the plan of God that eventually all nations will be humbled before Him 
and that His people alone will enjoy his permanent blessing. This plan, still 
in effect, should both warn and comfort all who fear God.” (Stuart. cf. Matt 
25) 

 
All proud empires will pass away. Revelation 18, esp. vv.19-22. 
The Day Thou Gavest –  

So be it Lord: Thy throne shall never, like earth’s proud empires, pass 
away; thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever, till all thy creatures own 
Thy sway.” 

2. Pride = always a sin.  
Christian leaders and nations can exercise similar pride and think they are 
like gods. Cf. Adam. 



So too those who attribute financial success to God: Those who attribute 
financial success to the blessings of the Lord miss completely the impact of 
a prophecy like Ezek 28.1-10. Success” may be the result of evil, and envy of 
it can be foolish in the extreme.” (Stuart) 

3. YHWH disciplines those he loves, but does not abandon them. 
 Even when sacked Jerusalem still smouldering, YHWH affirms that he is 
Israel’s protector, defeating her enemies. 
He is the Redeemer. 
But those who oppose God will be destroyed forever. 

“They will know that I am the Lord” – spoken of both the nations (25.5, 7, 11, 
14, 17; Tyre, 26.6) and Israel – 28.22, 23, 24, 26. 
He is sovereign. 
 
Suggested discussion questions 
1. Do you ever get disheartened about the state of the Church, and signs of its 

decline? How do you handle your disquiet? What is a biblical antidote to 
such discouragement? 

2. Are you ever guilty of open, or secret feelings of delight or triumphalism 
when someone else is ‘taken down’ a notch or two? Why are we often 
tempted by such feelings? Why are they wrong? 

3. Lord Acton famously said, “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power to 
corrupt absolutely.” Is this consistent with Ezekiel’s message? How might 
we avoid falling into this trap? 

4. In 28.16-18 Ezekiel condemns the King of Tyre for 3 sins in particular. How  
prevalent are those sins in powerful leaders and nations today? In what way 
are they similar to the sinful nature of Adam and his first descendants in 
Gen 1-11? 

5. Jesus’ words in Matt 23 are equally condemnatory of the religious leaders 
of his day, identifying pride as the primary problem. How big a problem is 
pride in the Church today? How might we guard against it? 

6. What encouragement do you draw from the words to the exiles in Ezek 
28.24-26? 


