
Sermon – Sunday 27 November 

Until the Lord Returns 

Beginning of Advent 2022: In church’s year a time of preparation 

• A time of taking stock  

• repentance – making sure ready for the Lord’s return 
 
But in 2022 preoccupied not with Lord’s return but what’s ahead in 2023.  
 
From Western perspective: World in greater turmoil than we’ve seen since 
WWII 
Greatest uncertainty about future that seen since Cold War (ended more than 
30 years ago)  
Difference: In past, in terms of global threats, single issues confronting all of 
us: nuclear threat, economic uncertainty (oil). 
Past 30 years, while have been plenty of serious regional/national crises 
(Africa: Rwanda, Zimbabwe, DRC; Middle East, esp. Iraq, Syria, Israel and Arab 
Spring, ISIS.; Central Asia/Russia; S Asia - Myanmar etc.), global situation – esp. 
as it effects West and NZ – relatively stable.  
 
Now multiple threats, with a number of simmering issues coming to a head, 
and a greater awareness of them because of www/media: 
Also effect of globalisation – all nations tied in 

• Covid: health systems, education, economic and social impacts of 
lockdowns 

• Geo-political situation 
o Wars (60), but esp. Russia-Ukraine 
o Drought, famine and flood, earthquakes 
o Energy shortages 
o Islamist extremism SLIDE #1. E.g. in Nigeria since 2009, 46k 

Christians and 30k moderate Muslims killed  
Islamic extremism hasn’t gone away/new generation of radicals 
rising. Taliban giving encouragement. 

o Increasingly totalitarian, nationalistic and military governments 
o Global realignment (BRICS) SLIDE #2 and 3 
o Economic recession – prospect of unemployment 
o Spectre of nuclear war has returned: Russia, China, N Korea, Iran 

• Moral and social decay 
o Division and fragmentation (lack of common values and 

commitments) 



o In West, movement from +ve view of Christianity -> neutral -> 
-ve/hostile. Andrew Thorburn 

o Flight from reason (e.g. abortion SLIDE # 5 & 6, transgender SLIDE 
7-10): feelings over facts, loss of ‘truth’ Paul McHugh, psychiatrist-
in-chief at John Hopkins Hospital; dishonesty at highest levels ( 

o Identity politics, CR theory 
o Hate laws and threats to freedom of speech 
o Impact of Social media, internet, gaming. Cyber bullying, virtual 

reality…   

• Decline in west – in confidence in democratic and Judeo-Christian 
heritage, increased division, opening the door to alternatives which far 
greater threat 

• Economic uncertainty 
 

A very bleak picture. How do we – as Christians respond? 
 
Matt 24.1-14 
Key = disciples’ question in v. 3:  

1. Tell us, when will these things be? (i.e. the destruction of the temple 
spoken of in v.2) 

2.  and what will be the sign of your coming at the end of the age? (NB. Not 
‘when?’ but ‘how will we know? NB also, ‘the end’ and Christ’s return 
are assumed to coincide.) 

Important to separate the answers to these two questions.  
Disciples’ focus had been on temple destruction/worldly events.  
Jesus doesn’t dismiss the significance of such things, but relegates them to 
secondary position.  
Primary focus, and what should concern us most = being ready for his return.  
 
Jesus focuses almost entirely on his coming, not destruction of 
Jerusalem/unfolding of history, clearly separating the two events.  
E.g. in vv. 15-26 he speaks of events surrounding the sack of Jerusalem, but 
concludes by saying “do not believe it” i.e. when anyone says the Christ has 
come/is coming (v.26).  
Then he adds that when the Christ/Son of Man does come, there will be no 
mistaking it, because it will be like lightning flashing across the sky, i.e. every 
one will see it, it will be unmissable and unmistakable. 
 
 
 



What we learn: 
Realism vv.1-2 
When disciples marvelled at the power and majesty of human achievement, 
Jesus responded with a reality check. Human achievements/glory, indeed the 
things of this world, are transient. They decay and are fragile. 
 
See that no one leads you astray (false Messiahs) v.5 
 
Don’t be alarmed … all these (wars, famines, earthquakes… are but the 
beginning of the birth pains vv.6-8 

• You will be hated (by all nations), persecuted, martyred for my name’s 
sake (v.9) 

How not to respond: 

• Many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another (v.10) 

• Many false prophets will arise and lead many astray (v.11) 

• Because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold 
(v.12) 

How to respond: 

• He who endures to the end will be saved (v.13). 
BUT HOW DO WE ENDURE TO THE END? 
Interpret the world through a Gospel/kingdom of heaven lens.  

o “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, 
the lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like 
his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject 
all things to himself.” (Phil 3.20f)  

o It is this attitude which allowed Paul to triumph through the 
greatest hardships: 
“I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know 
how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and 
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty 
and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me. (Phil 4.12f.) 

Heb 12.25-29 – Remember that only “the things that cannot be shaken 
will remain” i.e. the things which belong to “the kingdom of God”. 

Follows “Lay aside every weight and sin… run with endurance the race 

set before us… look to Jesus… accept God’s discipline… lift your drooping 

hands… strive for peace – no bitterness or sexual immorality… You have 

come to Jesus… 



o Don’t be naiive about human leaders, esp. when they claim the status of 

saviour. KNOW what’s in their hearts – lust for power. 

[Luke 6.43-45] – Understand the person/spirit! What drives them? 

Applicable to Putin, Xi Jinping, Erdogan, Assad, Communism, Islam, and 

to all human powers/movements. All about power. 

But remember too Isa.40.6-8 “… all flesh is grass… the when the breath 

of the Lord blows on it…. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 

word of our God will stand forever. 

Follow ONLY JESUS 

o SPIRITUAL BATTLE Know whose side we’re on and humble ourselves 

before him, worship him alone. [Josh 5.13-15] – in the face of a great 

battle/enemies, first command must always be to humble ourselves in 

worship before God. 

Cf. Ps 62.11-12  

Once God has spoken; 

Twice have I heard this: 

That power belongs to God, 

And that to you, O Lord, belongs steadfast love. 

God is unlike any other human leader: he has real power, but his power is 

always constrained by his steadfast love. 

He alone cannot abuse or be corrupted by power. 

• This gospel of the kingdom, i.e. God’s kingdom, will be proclaimed 
throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 
end will come (v.14) 

 
Be prepared, i.e. faithfully about the Father’s business, and caring for the 
least of Jesus’ brothers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Suggested Discussion Questions (not many this week as I’m picking there’ll be 
plenty of discussion) 
1. What do you perceive as the underlying issues behind the world’s current 

problems, at least from a western perspective? 
2. How are Ps 62.11-12 and Isa 40.3-11 applicable to the current world 

situation, and as a source of encouragement and hope for Christians? 
3. Why do you think it is that so many Christians ignore Jesus insistence that  

a. world crises are not signs of the end (i.e. the end of this age and his 
coming), but rather the birth pangs, and 

b. his insistence that no one knows the day nor the hour, so no one 
should speculate 

4. What does it mean for you to be ready for the Lord’s return? What would 
make you confident that you are ready? Are there changes you should 
make? 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


