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Sermon 1 December 

 

Last week Malcolm Elliot-Hogg told us that if he passed his great grandfather on the street, 

he would not recognize him. In fact, he wouldn’t even know his name. I find myself in the 

same situation 

How many here know the first or Christian names of at least one of their great 

grandparents. 3 generations back. How many generations can you go back. 

"The fact that everyone has two parents means that the number of ancestors for each 

individual doubles every generation," Ralph said. "By using basic mathematics, we can 

calculate that ten generations ago each individual had a thousand ancestors, and 20 

generations ago they had a million and so on. 

"But when we get to 40 generations ago, in the time of Charlemagne (800AD), we arrive at a 

trillion ancestors and that is a problem because we now have more ancestors than there 

were people. Thus one can deduce that a lot of those ancestors must be the same person." 

"Our research confirmed what Chang suspected—that everybody who was alive in Europe a 

thousand years ago and who had children, is an ancestor of everyone alive today who has 

some European ancestry," Ralph said. 

Ralph and Coop calculated that these shared segments showed ancestors stretching back 

some 3,000 years, or 100 generations. This lends support to Chang's calculation that by 

expanding his model from living Europeans to everyone alive on Earth, an all-ancestor 

generation would have occurred some 3,400 years ago.1 

If Abraham lived at around 2000BC, then, according to this research, every person alive 

today has Abraham as an ancestor. We are all physical descendants of Abraham. 

What is important is not simply the fact of physical descent, but descent according to God’s 

promise to Abraham. 

not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham 

because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This 

means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of 

the promise are counted as offspring.2 

 

In many cultures, knowing one’s ancestry or whakapapa is important. It tells you who you 

are and where you come from. 

 

 
1 https://m.phys.org/news/2013-08-dna-earth.html 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 9:6–8). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://m.phys.org/news/2013-08-dna-earth.html
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ro9.6&off=58&ctx=God+has+failed.+For+~not+all+who+are+desc
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Abraham 

 

Matthew begins his account of the life of Jesus these words: 

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.3 

The ancestors of Jesus stretching all the way back through King David to this person, 

Abraham. 

Why this person? 

The history of God’s dealing with us starts in earnest with this person. 

We read from Gen 12. The earlier chapters set the scene, God’s good creation, the human 

rebellion against God, God dividing this rebellious people by race and language, God’s 

judgement in wiping out almost all of humanity. And now we begin to see a new unfolding 

of God’s great plan which starts with Abraham = Abram as he was first called. 

We see four great themes that become essential in understanding God’s plans for humanity. 

God’s choice – God chooses Abraham 

God’s promise – God makes a promise to Abraham 

Our faith – Abraham believes God 

God’s covenant – God makes a formal agreement, a covenant, with Abraham through 

sacrifice 

God’s choice 

Who was Abraham? 

Genealogy in Gen 11. We learn a number of things.  

Abraham worshipped the LORD - YAHWEH 

Abraham was born in “Ur of the Chaldeans” – probably Southern Iraq. 

He was married to a close relative, Sarah (Sarai), who was unable to have children 

Abraham’s father sets out to go to the land of Canaan – where modern Israel is, but settles 

at a place halfway there Haran which is in Southern Turkey. 

At the age of 75, Abraham receives a call form God to go to the land of Canaan, and he 

receives a promise from God that his descendants will become a great nation, and through 

them all the nations of the world will be blessed. 

 
3 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mt 1:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nrsv?ref=BibleNRSV.Mt1.1&off=77&ctx=%3a1%E2%80%9315%3b+Lk+3%3a23%E2%80%9338)%0a1~+An+account+of+the+g
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Why choose this old man, who has no children, and lives as a foreigner in a foreign country. 

Who comes from who knows where? 

We don’t know. This is simply God’s choosing of who he wants to fulfil his plans. 

And likewise for us. God has chosen us. Of all the people in the world, in our locality, God 

has chosen you. It’s not because there is any quality in you that makes you better or even 

different from other people. It is simply that God makes his choice according to his plans to 

fulfil his purposes. And in that lies our greatness. 

Now there is one who is chosen because of who he is, and that one is Jesus. When the 

majesty of Jesus is revealed to three of his disciples 

35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to 

him!”4 

God chooses people, not because they have certain qualities but because of his own 

purposes. 

We need to see ourselves as those who, like Abraham, have been chosen,; chosen to be 

apart of God’s plan. 

God’s promise 
 

God Makes a promise to Abraham 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless 

you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 5 

The promise is unusual. Sarah is not able to bear children. Abraham trusts that God can do 

what he promises. 

God is not only a God who commands, he is a God who promises. 

Throughout the Old Testament, God makes a number of promises 

With Isaac 

2 And the Lord appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of 

which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to 

you and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore 

to Abraham your father. 4 I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and will give to 

 
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Lk 9:35). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 12:1–3). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Lk9.35&off=0&ctx=entered+%E2%80%A2the+cloud.+~35%C2%A0And+m%EF%BB%BFa+voice+cam
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge12.1&off=21&ctx=he+Call+of+Abram%0a12%C2%A0~Now+m%EF%BB%BFthe+Lord+said%EF%BB%BF
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your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be 

blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my commandments, my 

statutes, and my laws.” 6 

With Jacob 

10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place and 

stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he 

put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, 

there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the 

angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold, the Lord stood above it 

and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on 

which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of 

the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to 

the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 
15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 

land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”7 

With Moses 

19 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on 

that day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They set out from Rephidim and came into 

the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before 

the mountain, 3 while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him out of the mountain, 

saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 ‘You 

yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my 

covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 
6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that 

you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 8 

To David 

‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be 

prince over my people Israel, 8 and I have been with you wherever you have gone and have 

cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a name, like the name of 

the great ones of the earth. 9 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 

them, that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men 

 
6 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 26:2–5). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

7 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 28:10–15). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

8 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ex 19:1–6). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge26.2&off=0&ctx=+the+w%EF%BB%BFPhilistines.+~2%C2%A0And+the+Lord+appea
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge28.10&off=14&ctx=oth.+%0aJacob%E2%80%99s+Dream%0a~10%C2%A0%E2%80%A2Jacob+left+p%EF%BB%BF%E2%80%A2Be
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ex19.1&off=22&ctx=rael+at+Mount+Sinai%0a~19%C2%A0On+the+%E2%80%A2third+new
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shall waste them no more, as formerly, 10 from the time that I appointed judges over my 

people Israel. And I will subdue all your enemies. Moreover, I declare to you that the Lord 

will build you a house. 11 When your days are fulfilled to walk with your fathers, I will raise 

up your offspring after you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 12 He 

shall build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever. 13 I will be to him a father, 

and he shall be to me a son. I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from him 

who was before you, 14 but I will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and 

his throne shall be established forever.’ ”9 

To Jeremiah 

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 

the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their 

fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will 

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 

shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 

saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 

declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 10 

 

In the New Testament we see two things 

1. These promises are fulfilled in Jesus 

2. We enter into God’s promises for the descendants of Abraham. 

These promises are fulfilled in Jesus 
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy 

and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their 

Yes in him.11 

God promised Abraham that through him “all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 

Know we know how God did this. It was through Jesus that this promise is now extended to 

every person who has faith, who believes in Jesus. 

26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

 
9 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Ch 17:7–14). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

10 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Je 31:31–34). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

11 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Co 1:19–20). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.1Ch17.7&off=58&ctx=o+my+servant+%E2%80%A2David%2c~+%E2%80%98Thus+says+the+Lord
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Je31.31&off=17&ctx=.+%0aThe+New+Covenant%0a~31%C2%A0o%E2%80%9CBehold%2c+the+day
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.2Co1.19&off=0&ctx=ot+been+Yes+and+No.+~19%C2%A0For+i%EF%BB%BFthe+Son+of+
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slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you 

are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 12 

We enter into God’s promises for the descendants of Abraham. Paul writes 

For we are the temple of the living God; as God said,  

  “I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,  
and I will be their God,  
and they shall be my people.  

17  Therefore go out from their midst,  
and be separate from them, says the Lord,  

  and touch no unclean thing;  
then I will welcome you,  

18  and I will be a father to you,  
and you shall be sons and daughters to me,  

  says the Lord Almighty.”  

7 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of 

body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.13 
 
23 No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father 

also. 24 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the 

beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is 

the promise that he made to us—eternal life.14 

Our faith – Abraham believes God 
How do we become inheritors of the promise 

Faith – trusting that God will do what he promises 

Abraham becomes the example of faith. 

Abraham, them 75 and with no children, sets out for a land he has never been to because he 

believes that God will keep his promise. 

 

How do things turn out. 

 
12 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ga 3:26–29). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

13 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Co 6:16–7:1). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

14 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Jn 2:23–25). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ga3.26&off=0&ctx=r+under+a+guardian%2c+~26%C2%A0for+in+Christ+Jes
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.2Co6.16&off=53&ctx=+of+God+with+idols%3f+~For+d%EF%BB%BFwe+are+the+tem
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.1Jn2.23&off=0&ctx=Father+and+the+Son.+~23%C2%A0l%EF%BB%BFNo+one+who+deni
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Some years later, Abraham now in his 80’s and Sarah well beyond childbearing age, 

Abraham, now a rich man, is perplexed about how God would fulfil his promise. 

15 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 

your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you 

give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And 

Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will 

be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your 

heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look 

toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 

righteousness.15 

Here God makes a covenant, a formal agreement, with Abraham. 

20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 

faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 

promised. 22 That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.” 23 But the words “it 

was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be 

counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was 

delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 16 

If we are to be right with God, we need to believe what God has done for us in Jesus. That 

belief is shown to be genuine by our behaviour. 

Some years later, Abraham, now 86, and Sarah still have no children, so Sarah decides that it 

is time to take matters into their own hands. Bad idea. 

Sarah offers her Egyptian slave, Hagar, to be a surrogate mother. Very bad idea. 

Sarai and Hagar 

16 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant 

whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the Lord has prevented me 

from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” 

And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of 

Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram 

her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw 

that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her mistress. 5 And Sarai said to 

Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant to your embrace, and 

when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May the Lord 

 
15 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 15:1–6). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

16 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 4:20–25). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge15.1&off=26&ctx=Covenant+with+Abram%0a~15%C2%A0After+%E2%80%A2these+%E2%80%A2thi
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ro4.20&off=0&ctx=%EF%BB%BF3+of+Sarah%E2%80%99s+womb.+~20%C2%A0%E2%80%A2No+unbelief+made
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judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your 

power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her17 

13 years later, Abraham is now 99, God reaffirms his promise to Abraham. 

Abraham and the Covenant of Circumcision 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I 

am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my covenant 

between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God 

said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of 

nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I 

have made you the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, 

and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my 

covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations 

for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will 

give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of 

Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.” 18 

 

The Law and the Promise 

15 To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or 

adds to it once it has been ratified. 16 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his 

offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but referring to one, “And 

to your offspring,” who is Christ. 17 This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years 

afterward, does not annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise 

void. 18 For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer comes by promise; but God gave 

it to Abraham by a promise.  

19 Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should 

come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an 

intermediary. 20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.  

21 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given 

that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 22 But the Scripture 

imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given 

to those who believe.  

23 Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming 

faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that 

 
17 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 16:1–6). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

18 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 17:1–8). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge16.1
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge17.1
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we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a 

guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as 

were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And 

if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 19 

 

The Birth of Isaac 

21 The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised. 
2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had 

spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah 

bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as 

God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born 

to him. 6 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh 

over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 20 

 

God’s covenant – God makes a formal agreement, a covenant, with Abraham through 

sacrifice 
In the Old Testament God makes a number of covenants, these are formal agreements 

usually enacted with a sacrifice or a sign 

Noah 

God’s Covenant with Noah 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of 

every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the Lord smelled the 

pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of 

man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike 

down every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, 

cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”  

9 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and 

upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish 

of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food 

for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 4 But you shall not eat 

 
19 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ga 3:15–29). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

20 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 21:1–7). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ga3.15&off=0&ctx=t%EF%BB%BF5+through+faith.+%0a~The+Law+and+the+Prom
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge21.1


 

10 
 

flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from 

every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for 

the life of man.  

 6  “Whoever sheds the blood of man,  

by man shall his blood be shed,  

  for God made man in his own image.  

7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on the earth and multiply in it.”  

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with 

you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 

the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is for 

every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh 

be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 

earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 

and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in 

the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring 

clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that 

is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never 

again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and 

remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that 

is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 

between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 21 

Covenant with Abraham 

15 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 

your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you 

give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And 

Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will 

be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your 

heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look 

toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 

righteousness.  

7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give 

you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess 

it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 

three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut 

 
21 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 8:20–9:17). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge8.20&off=0&ctx=ies+%E2%80%A2from+the+ark.+%0a~God%E2%80%99s+Covenant+with+
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them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 
11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.  

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great 

darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the Lord said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring 

will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be 

afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, 

and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your 

fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in 

the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”  

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 

torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, 

saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 

Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the 

Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
22 

The New Covenant 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 

“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also 

he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 23 

This is a covenant established by sacrifice, the sacrifice of Jesus himself 

11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which 
can never take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be 
made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those 
who are being sanctified.  

15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,  

16  “This is the covenant that I will make with them  
after those days, declares the Lord:  

  I will put my laws on their hearts,  
and write them on their minds,”  

17 then he adds,  

 
22 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ge 15:1–21). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

23 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Co 11:23–26). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ge15.1&off=26&ctx=Covenant+with+Abram%0a~15%C2%A0After+%E2%80%A2these+%E2%80%A2thi
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.1Co11.23&off=0&ctx=s%3f+No%2c+I+will+not.+%0a~23%C2%A0For+x%EF%BB%BFI+received+
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  “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”  

18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 24 
 

Everytime we gather for communion, we gather to renew our covenant relationship with 

God through the once and for all sacrifice of Jesus, God’s chosen one, the prefect spotless 

sacrifice. We rededicate ourselves as children of God, to live as God requires us to live, to be 

holy, to be a separate people chosen on God’s side and faithful believing on ours. 

 

  

 
24 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 10:11–18). Wheaton, IL: Crossway 

Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Heb10.11&off=0&ctx=st+g%EF%BB%BFonce+for+all.+%0a~11%C2%A0And+every+%E2%80%A2priest
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Questions: 

Read Genesis 11:31 to 12:9 

How many generations can you go back? 

Are there any surprising relationships between some members of your group? 

Why is descent by promise important in the Bible? 

Read Romans 9:1-16 

What differences does the New Testament between physical descent and “descent” by 

faith? 

What role does covenant play in the relationship between promise and faith? 


