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The New Testament reading is taken from Revelation, 

chapter 12, verses 7-12; then chapter 13, verses 9-10. 

7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against 

the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not 

strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon 

was hurled down – that ancient snake called the devil, or Satan, who 

leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels 

with him. 

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 

„Now have come the salvation and the power 

    and the kingdom of our God, 

    and the authority of his Messiah. 

For the accuser of our brothers and sisters, 

    who accuses them before our God day and night, 

    has been hurled down. 
11 They triumphed over him 

    by the blood of the Lamb 

    and by the word of their testimony; 

they did not love their lives so much 

    as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens 

    and you who dwell in them! 

But woe to the earth and the sea, 

    because the devil has gone down to you! 

He is filled with fury, 

    because he knows that his time is short.‟ 

Moving to chapter 13, verse 9... 

9 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

10 „If anyone is to go into captivity,  

    into captivity they will go.  

If anyone is to be killed with the sword,  

   with the sword they will be killed.‟   

This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God‟s 

people. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is say9ing to the church!  
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The Gospel according to Luke, chapter 12, verses 22-37,40 

 

22 ...Jesus said to his disciples: „...I tell you, do not worry about your life, 

what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is 

more than food, and the body more than clothes.  

24 Consider the ravens: they do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom 

or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 

birds! 25 And who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your 

life? 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about 

the rest? 

27 „Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I 

tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of 

these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 

today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he 

clothe you – you of little faith!  

29 So do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry 

about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your 

Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek first his kingdom, and these 

things will be given to you as well. 

32 „Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give 

you the kingdom.‟  33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide 

purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will 

never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

35 „Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like 

servants waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so 

that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for 

him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 

watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, 

will make them recline at the table and will come and wait on them... 
40 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 

hour when you do not expect him.‟ 

This is the Gospel of Christ! 



3/6 
 

Living through the Apocalypse  
– trusting in God’s good providence 

 

We live in volatile and uncertain times – protests and riots in cities 

across the globe are an almost daily occurrence. Major regional conflicts 

are fought viciously.  

Persecution of minorities and other human rights abuses – even a 

resurgence in slavery – is common.  

There is widespread corruption in business. Stock markets vacillate 

between gung-ho optimism and pessimistic write offs. Employment 

instability is the new norm.  

Politics in many places resemble a Jerry Springer show, where all the 

participants are shouting at each other from their corners and none are 

listening as each demonises the other. 

All this plays out on television and social media against a backdrop of 

looming nuclear and environmental catastrophe. Greta Thunberg‟s “how 

dare you!” speech at the UN encapsulates the zeitgeist of our time. 

The outcome is widespread anomie – a sense of disorientation, anxiety 

and disempowerment; a sense that larger forces are at play and we can‟t 

do much about it. 

What is to be the response of the people of God to this? 

Firstly, and perhaps paradoxically, we can take comfort. Why? Because 

this is precisely the situation that John describes in his Apocalypse.  

As we heard in our reading, violence and confusion, suffering and pain, 

contradiction and chaos are the hallmarks of a great cosmic battle that 

has erupted in the unseen world around us. In highly symbolic language, 

John asserts there are great powers at work and these flow through into 

our everyday experience. God‟s people are no less caught up in this than 

the rest of humanity and, indeed all of creation.1 

                                                           
1
 Which, as Paul puts it, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to the present time.”  Romans 8:22 
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Yet the book of Revelation also asserts that, God is working his purposes in 

human history to the glory of his name. Indeed, Justice and Righteousness 

will prevail and the triumph of the Lamb will be celebrated. 

In Revelation 7: 9-10 we read the words of Saint John: 

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that 

no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 

language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They 

were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 

hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 

 who sits on the throne, 

 and to the Lamb.” 

Here then, is the vision of the destiny of God‟s people, even while we yet 

live through the Apocalypse. As the seer admonishes us in his vision, 

living in such a time “... calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on 

the part of God‟s people.”2 

... 

When I first began thinking of this sermon it was Advent. Advent is 

season in the Church‟s year when we especially turn our attention to 

living between the times – that is, the time of Jesus‟ birth into our 

broken world and the time of his coming again as King of the nations.  

Traditionally, advent is a penitential season; a season of watchfulness as 

we wait for our Saviour‟s return as Lord.  

What exactly are we to be penitent about? What does this kind of 

watchfulness and waiting look like? How then do we live between the 

times? 

Our Gospel reading points the way... 

We find Jesus in the company of a large crowd speaking to his disciples. 

Many of those present saw in Jesus a possible Messiah, the anointed one 

who would deliver them from the heel of Roman occupation and return 

                                                           
2 Rev.13:10b 
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Israel to her former prosperity – the one who would relieve them of their 

suffering. 

Jesus admonishes his followers not to focus on their insecurities and 

suffering but to put their trust in the providential care of their Father.  

Indeed he calls them not only to simple living but generosity. He 

commands them to seek not the false securities of wealth, nor the 

cushion of material things but seek first the Father‟s kingdom; seek first 

the rule of God upon the earth, and the things you need will be provided. 

And Jesus calls those listening to watch and wait while they live out this 

radical life style in trust. After taking comfort in the promises of God, 

trusting him is to be our second response. 

This is not easy... 

Bearing in mind the social status of Jesus‟ followers this was a hard 

saying. These people had nothing. Mostly from peasant stock they had 

left the little they had to follow Jesus hoping against hope he was the one 

who would usher in a time of plenty for the faithful. 

As if sensing their anxiety, Jesus challenges them: 

‘Fear not, little flock. For it is your Father’s good pleasure 

to give you the Kingdom’. 3 

For those who bear the name of Christ today, the temptation to give into 

fear is just as acute.  

The well documented persecution of Christians is at an historic high in 

almost every continent where they are a minority. For many, confessing 

the name of Jesus results in terrible suffering.4  

Western Christians, if not persecuted outright, are ridiculed and 

marginalised by, it seems, everyone from media „personalities‟, to self-

publicising „new atheists‟, to the guy at the club recently who told me the 

churches were “tax dodging bludgers”.  

                                                           
3 Lk.12:32. 
4
 https://www.huffpost.com/entry/prince-charles-on-christian-persecution-in-the-middle-east_n_5b57688fe4b0169b6e70e39d  

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/prince-charles-on-christian-persecution-in-the-middle-east_n_5b57688fe4b0169b6e70e39d
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In times such as these the temptation is to give into and act out of fear – 

fear of the future, fear of the „other‟, fear even of our extinction. Fear, of 

course, is another form of anomie I mentioned before – a paralysis born 

of unbelief. 

Yet today‟s Gospel clearly teaches that followers of Jesus can have 

confidence in the one they worship. We can trust the one we follow – 

even though this doesn’t mean we are extracted from the common 

sufferings of fallen humanity and a world in disarray. 

Jesus knew the suffering that awaited him.  

Yet Jesus also knew the triumph of God over the forces of sin and chaos 

was assured. His resurrection was to be the proof and in this lies our 

hope. 

As his disciples we are to follow Jesus as we actively watch and patiently 

wait for his kingdom come. 

A friend of mine once said that Christian spirituality is about affirming 

the good providence of God – even when we don‟t always see it 

happening.  

Living through the Apocalypse is difficult. Yet this is what living by faith 

in the resurrected, ascended and soon to return Christ means. It is about 

living the in the future now.  

And it is to this life of trust in God‟s good purposes that Jesus calls us.  


