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Church with a Mission
The team from Connections
hope that you enjoyed the first
edition of the church magazine.
A heartfelt thanks to those who
have said how much they appreciated the insights into the
lives and stories of fellow parishioners and we hope all our
readers will enjoy our second
effort.
This edition focuses on the
themes of Missions Month, our
annual celebration of what we
as a church look to accomplish
in this important outreach. In
doing so we bring news and
stories of what our mission
partners are doing both in our
local community and in overseas locations. It is a reminder
that missions is not just something that happens in far flung
parts of the world by unknown
people selflessly giving of themselves with unknown works. It
is part of the life blood of a living church.
Moira Jones and the Mission
Support Team work assiduously to keep us up to date with the
church’s Missions board, located in the foyer of the church
building, which graphically
shows the extent and depth of
this church’s commitment. Photographs, explanations, and
identification of locations of
people and places involved are
colourful and informative.
Unfortunately, the display
board is not well located in the
far corner of a large room, but
even so it shows the extent of
one church’s operation in the

mission field to anyone who
views it.
It is important to view our missions giving through the lens of
a world view rather than the
narrow focus of a single country
of two islands in the far Pacific.
New Zealanders do not see
themselves as rich, yet any set
of economic statistics shows we
are far better off than many
parts of the world and certainly
most of its people. It is pleasing
to see that the Church Council
makes generous allowance for
Missions in its budget each year.
The ravages of Covid 19
throughout the world may have
temporarily hampered mission
activities through lockdown
policies, the return or isolation
of people at the forefront of
mission activities, but their activities are arguably needed
more in a time of economic and
social crisis. As we enter Missions Month we must think positively about our commitment
to this vital area of faith and activity.

Kevin Brown
Editor

Our cover for this edition is the
dossal ( the technical name for
a religious hanging or banner
inside a church ) presented to
West Hamilton Community
Church by Jo Sadlier, who
stitched this magnificent and
intricate work.
The colour symbolism of the
piece is multi-layered. Not only
do they represent the seasons
of the church year, purple for
advent, for example, but have
other connotations as well. For
Jo, blue represents Christmas
and Mary is traditionally painted in blue.
Red is for the blood and sacrifice of Jesus while green represents nature and our fallen nature.The contrast of dark as on
the cross which is dark, dirty
and muddied as our sin is, with
the radiance and rays coming
out of the cross which itself is
filled with kiwiana to connect
with the fabric which shows the
islands of New Zealand, “ the
country I love,” she says. Mostly, the piece shows Christ’s perfection, purity, and love, embracing us all and drawing us
in.

Thank you, Jo, for sharing your
talents with us in the creation
of this beautiful banner. It is
something we can all admire
and treasure.
[Photo by Helen McAuliffe]
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During Missions Month a range of events and activities are planned
to involve the church community and bring them up to date with
members of our church actively involved in the work overseas.

To start this off in a festival mode there will be a Family Fun Night
on Saturday August 8th from 7.00pm until 9.00pm at the church.

A Special Connect Group ...... 15

This will involve games, quizzes, skits, an auction, as well as food
and the fellowship of shared entertainment.

Application Review
YourVersion ......................... 15

On Sunday August 9th Biz and Gabe Jens will share their experiences and update their work in the regular Sunday services.

Montage ...................................... 16

They will be followed by William Nicol of Mission Aviation Fellowship, the following Sunday August 16th. Now based in New
Zealand because of international border restrictions, he was featured in the first Connections Magazine and has been involved in
management of this organisation.

Diary
Pirongia Youth Camp
31 July-2 August
August Missions Month
Missionary speakers each Sunday and at Connect groups
Family Fun Night
Saturday 8 August at the church
Shared international lunch

Sunday 30 August
Synod
5 September in Christchurch
Survivor Youth Event

Sunday 23 August will feature the Harris family who are in Australia with the Wycliffe Translation Service; and two women also featured in the last edition: Li Dorsey whose mission to Myanmar was
also stymied by Covid 19, and Meryl Nicol, who has worked particularly with Aboriginal women’s health.
To wrap up the Mission Month’s activities on Sunday 30th, Stephanie Johnston from the Barnabas Fund will speak and this will be followed by the round-the-world shared lunch. You are invited to dress
in costume for this fellowship event.
Also in August Connect Groups will be asked to fill in individual Mission Application Questionaires to get a taste of mission preparation.
Both the Jens and the Nicols are happy and willing to speak at Connect Groups so grab the chance while you can!
There are lots of opportunities to see and hear what is going on in
this vital area of church life, all made possible by the Missions Support Team and the speakers themselves. Make sure you support
their work in attending these events where you can.

Saturday 26 September
Men’s Camp
16-18 October
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Building Up the Body of Christ
WHCC’s Vision is: To be a Christ-centred, biblical
and pioneering church within the Church of Confessing Anglicans Aotearoa New Zealand.

Primary school Hall and use the school library for
our Junior Church
As part of our donation to the school we maintain
the school gardens.

The pioneering aspect of this Vision is both historical (we were the first Anglican Parish in the country to leave ACANZP over the authority of the Bible) and aspirational (we are committed to supporting other faithful congregations as they affiliate with CCAANZ, and to plant new churches.)

God has blessed our decision to move as we started from scratch and have been able to purchase a
sound system and computers as well as all the
stuff needed for Junior Church.
Each month we run Messy Church. It will be 10
years this month since the first one. We average
around 18 children, most from non-church backgrounds. We have an hour of craft and games

When CCAANZ was founded in May last year Manaia Parish joined as a full member, but – because
of its small size – asked for some support. We felt
called to provide that support and a Memorandum
of Understanding was drawn up between us. We
are committed to praying for them regularly, doing their accounts, and visiting twice a year to encourage them.

around a biblical theme, a 20 minute service with
action songs, and then a meal together - a real
meal: meat, veg and pudd.
This year we have started breakfasts at the local
pub. Our third one, with a guest speaker, is at the
end of July.

Since then three Auckland congregations have also
affiliated to CCAANZ. They are not full member
churches yet; they are branch churches, which
means they are required to be connected to a larger parish as a partner parish. We are the partner
parish to all three of the Auckland churches,
meaning we pray regularly for them, try to visit
them once a month, and to encourage them in
whatever other ways we can.

God has raised up this year two guitarists plus we
have music on the computer.
We encourage the use of the gifts of the Spirit in
our services.
If you are ever in Manaia on a Sunday, drive down
Patu-kukupa Street looking for the blue flag. You
will receive a warm welcome.

I have asked all four churches to write a brief profile.

Auckland Anglican Mission

Manaia Community Church

Auckland Anglican Mission (AAM) was formed by
a number of people concerned with the direction
the ACANZP was taking. Planted by the Church of
the Saviour, Blockhouse Bay, initial financial support was provided by a Trust set up by that

The Manaia Community Church began in January
2019 with 12 members. We meet in the Manaia
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church. Members have come from Anglican
churches in Blockhouse Bay, Henderson,Hillsborough, and Mt Roskill.

rest, who had been doing fulltime Pastoral work
in St Elizabeth’s for 8 years, led the planting of
SAAM in February.

Our vision, or Mission Statement, is “To raise up
Godly Christians”.

The church is currently looking for a permanent
location in the parish and it has no material assets relying on those which the members currently provide such as a Van, Sound System, Computers, Bibles, Liturgy’s etc.

Since 7 July last year we’ve been meeting as a congregation in the Grey Lynn Community Centre, in
the afternoons, but from early next month we will
be moving to premises that the Auckland Deaf Society have recently bought, at 16 Hillsborough Rd,
where we’ll be able to meet in the mornings.

Harold Forrest works full time on a nonstipendiary basis for the church doing pastoral
work in the community, prisons, courts and
Oranga Tamariki.

We don’t have a Vicar, rather occasional visitors
and members of the congregation preach.

Abide Community Church Auckland

Prayer in small groups has been a feature of each
service, and we have 2 midweek home groups.
Although we are small in number, c. 24, those who
come are very committed.
South Auckland Anglican Mission

Abide Community Church Auckland began last
November (2019) when, after much prayer and
discussion, a group of us decided for theological
reasons we could no longer remain within
ACANZP.
Our mission and focus are best expressed in the
following 5 values which are encapsulated in the
acronym ABIDE. These are:

South Auckland Anglican Mission is a small mission church which started in February
2019 after a number of the congregation at St
Elizabeth’s, Clendon, left in 2018/19 due to the
New Zealand Anglican Church failing to uphold
the authority of scripture.
The church is located in one of the poorest and
most criminal areas of Auckland - Clendon/
Manurewa. The demographic is low income, high
gang and drug activity. It has 3 prisons and 1
Child Youth and Family detention centre for
juveniles.

Adore and Obey Christ our Lord - be Christcentred.
Be Biblically Based - build our lives and thinking on God's word.
Intentionally Interconnect - grow through fellowship and accountability.
Disciple Disciple-makers - deliberately disciple
each other to obey Christ, bear his fruit, and live
& share our faith.
Embrace the Person and work of the Holy Spirit
- respond to the Spirit of God, receiving and using
his gifts.

At the time SAAM was formed no clergy had departed in South Auckland. However Harold For-

Our name is also significant to us because it reflects the scriptural principle found in John 15:5:
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Jenny Calderwood and CAFÉ
After Jenny returned from missions work in Africa she decided
to change her career and become a Diversional Therapist
(DT), but Jenny regards it as an
activities co-ordinator. She graduated in 2005 and worked at a
small Hamilton rest home called
Karamu House.
When it had to close, Jenny
thought about what to do next.
She always had a vision for older
people in the community and
wondered about working
through the Crosslight Trust.
She approached Chris Wright, as
she was then, who told her to
put a proposal before St David’s
vestry for Creative Activities For
Elderly (CAFE). This was approved and she began as a volunteer for ten hours a week in
2007 doing home visits with an
activities programme starting in
May 2008 once a month. Her
first attracted nine people. One
of them, Pat Marshall, has attended ever since.
Six months later Jenny continued CAFE as a paid Crosslight
Trust staff member and her
hours gradually increased to 24

per week. Realising that older
people are loneliest over Christmas, in January 2009 she ran a
weekly gathering for that
month. This proved so popular
that Jenny was asked to do one
every week. And she has done
this ever since.
She worked from Barnabas
House and the Friday gathering
was in the St David’s church
hall. Numbers rose to around 15
and with home visits or phone
contact she had about 45 people
to tend.
After we left the Anglican
Church the Crosslight Trust continued at Barnabas House for a
year or so. When the Anglicans
charged rent for the hall, Jenny
decided to run CAFE out of
Railside Place.
The Crosslight Trust had to
leave Barnabas House and
closed. Our vicar, Michael, want6

ed CAFE to continue so our
church council agreed to pay
Jenny from the remaining Crosslight Trust funds until they ran
out.
One of the saddest parts of what
Jenny does is that members of
her group die. CAFE was mostly
women with a small handful of
men. One by one the men died
or went into rest homes and
now the group is all women.
The first year after the Trust
closed Jenny lost quite a number from death but through going door to door in the local
neighbourhood and other advertising she built them up
again.
The Crosslight funds lasted 15
months, including funds raised
by a concert. Attempts to obtain
outside funding were not viable
so Jenny has continued to run
CAFE on a voluntary basis for

two years now. Some parishioners have very generously supported Jenny during this time
for which she is grateful. Congregation members appreciate
what she does and many often
offer words of encouragement.
Once the new church building
opened, Jenny moved CAFE to
the church foyer where it still
meets with the average attendance each Friday around 20. If
everyone came she would have
25 and with home visits and
phone contact Jenny currently
has about 45 people on her
books. Lockdown dented activities this year and CAFE’s 12th
year birthday had to be postponed but was a real celebration when everyone gathered
together again. Jenny kept in
touch by phone with the
CAFEites during lockdown.

Jenny has had a wonderful team
of volunteers to help her. Rosalie Boleyn and Carole Irwin
helped for many years and now
are participants. Currently Elizabeth Murray, Denise Homan
and Pat Foote assist her. Betty
Mitchell has recently joined as
an assistant and several others
help out with transport.
CAFE was always envisaged as
an outreach into the community
and about
half the attendees are
not Christians with
only a few
from our
own parish.
Over 180
people have
been
through CAFE in its 12
years and
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Jenny has seen some of them
accept Christ in this time. Some
of her group have been coming
for well over a decade now to
enjoy Jenny’s mix of themes
and outings. Michael and the
church council have provided
an office for her and continue
to endorse what she does as a
valuable ministry in the
church.

Our Sri Lankan Mission
we saw some pitiful sights, and
the most common prayer request from the children was for
an education so that they could
get off the plantation.
In spite of the fact that Tamils
have suffered a lot as an ethnic
minority, and Christians are
subject to persecution by other
religious groups (including minorities), the Gospel is being
faithfully preached and the
church is growing.

Smyrna Church Pastors—Pastor Sylvester 4th from the right
Our relationship with Pastor
Sylvester and Smyrna Church in
Sri Lanka dates back to June
2005.
Following the2004 Boxing Day
tsunami which devastated the
East and South coasts of this
small but populous island nation, Habitat for Humanity
called for teams to travel to Batticaloa (on the NE coast) to help
build new houses for the thousands made homeless. A team of
12 from this church volunteered.
Following the week-long build,
four of us left the rest of the
group in Kandy to head to the
central hill country village of
Bogawantalawa, home of Pastor
Sylvester Joseph and Smyrna
Church’s mother-church. There
we took part in a mission which
included three tea plantation
outreaches, a pastors’ seminar
and ministering at the Sunday
services.

Since then Pastor Sylvester has
visited us twice. He is an inspiring man of God who trained
and then taught for a couple of
years at Lanka Bible College.
For the past 33 years he has led
the church in Bogawantalawa,
as well as serving a term as
head of their denomination.
Over that time he has planted
and overseen a number of
branch churches and put nine
men through Lanka Bible College for pastor training.

Adequately tending to the spiritual and practical needs of the
church’s members is a huge
challenge for Pastor Sylvester
and the other pastors and elders
While we do not provide regular financial support to Pastor
Sylvester or Smyrna Church,
we have helped occasionally
by:

Ps Sylvester and his congregations are Tamil, descended
from Indian Tamils brought
over by the British to work in
the tea plantations. These
Tamils still work the tea plantations, for which they are
very poorly paid and housed
(on the plantations, some of
which are very isolated).
Map of Sri Lanka
There is no social welfare system, so when there is rain or Bogawantalawa is near Adam’s Peak
they get sick or injured there
is no work and no pay. When
(Continued on page 9)
we visited the tea plantations
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Two Books Reviewed by Sue Evans
Two well known Christian authors have written
small books on belief in God and the Coronavirus.

and fearful. The hope we can have in God brings
comfort and support to those who believe. Lennox
also describes the practicalities of heeding medical advice, maintaining a good perspective of
heart and mind and loving your neighbours.

John Piper is author of Coronavirus and Christ
and John Lennox of Where is God in a Coronavirus World? Both books are well worth reading
as they confront the complexities of the Covid 19
situation world-wide: where is God amongst the
fear and uncertainties involved and how might we
both make sense of it all from a christian viewpoint?

John Piper describes his aim to listen to God's
word from the scriptures and to commend to his
readers what he hears. He encourages us during
this time of a shaken world to come to the Rock
which is Jesus, to stand on the solid foundation of
His love for us and remember that, live or die, we
are with Him as in 1 Thess. 5:9-10. He offers six
answers from the Word showing that God is at
work in this moment of history as it relates to the
Corona virus.

Each has a different bias, John Lennox being a
mathematician and John Piper a theologian. But
their clear thinking and concise writing is informative and wise.
Both stress God’s sovereignty, his own suffering
through Jesus Christ and His power to sustain our
souls during the time of pandemic or any other
disaster. Each report historical events related to
previous plagues and pandemics and the example
of Godly behaviour in the Christians of the time.

Although these books are small they provide a
range of answers, comfort and encouragement for
those who believe in God and a help for those who
don’t. In the words of Charles Spurgeon:
“God is too good to be unkind and He is too wise
to be mistaken. And when we cannot trace His
hand we must trust His heart”.

John Lennox talks about how we can love and
trust a God who has suffered for us, the only God
who offers forgiveness and peace in this life and
for eternity. The Corona virus confronts us with
pain and suffering, the sense that our world has
been turned upside down, making us vulnerable

Do look out for the hand of God as you read these
accounts and may the trust you have of Him grow
greater and firmer in your own heart, even as you
confront this worldwide pandemic.

(Continued from page 8)

•

paying a trainee pastor’s Bible College fees
for three years

•

purchasing a motorbike for the pastors to
visit the tea plantations

•

funding the annual Pastors’ Conference (the
past two years)

•

the Friday women’s group makes a donation
each Christmas to give the pastors a Christmas gift.

their Pastors’ Conference, but COVID 19 has put
paid to that. Next year, God willing.
Please do uphold Pastor Sylvester and Smyrna
Church in your prayers. The Lord is doing a great
work through them in very difficult circumstances.

The OMST had planned to bring Pastor Sylvester
over again last year, but his health wouldn’t allow
it. This year Michael was to have gone to speak at
Pastor Sylvester and his Brother
9

Kit and Laura Walker

Many of you will remember Kit
and Laura Walker, who were
members of WHAP/WHCC from
when they first arrived in New
Zealand in January 2012, until
they moved back to the UK in
June 2015. During their time in

NZ, the leadership of WHCC
helped them discern a call to
full-time ministry – prompted
directly by Michael one sunny
afternoon in Melbourne. Our
leadership discerned and guided them to move back to the UK

Oak Hill College
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for training. Here they tell us a
bit about what they’ve been up
to since moving back to the UK.
In September 2015, Kit started
training at Oak Hill Theological
College, London. Shortly after
moving back our faith was tested as our previously promised
student loan fell through. Continuing to step out as we felt
led, God was gracious and,
through some generous donors, supplied the finances we
were short of over the three
years, an eye-watering
$150,000. When we started at
Oak Hill Christopher (our Kiwi
boy) was 10 months old, welcoming Benjamin nearly 2
years later in June 2017, the
summer after Kit’s second
year. Kit found the training at
college tough going, particularly on the academic side, but he
was supported enormously by
gospel-hearted classmates and
very supportive lecturers.

While at Oak Hill we obviously
explored where we were called
after training, looking at options within the UK and NZ.
With many doors closing as
they were pushed, things
seemed uncertain – even as we
were only three months away
from the end of college. The
Lord, obviously, had His plan,
and Kit was offered a position
as an assistant minister in a
Church of England parish in the
North West of England. The
North West of England, it turns
out, has some good bishops –
evangelical, gospel, levelheaded sorts – those who know
and hold to true Anglican Doctrine. They even seemed to like
Kit just enough to ordain him
Deacon in June 2019 and is
now in his second year as Curate. His ordination to the Presbyterate is currently set for
September (his consecration to
the Episcopate is TBC).
Having been in post in Padiham
for 2 years, Kit has learned
much of the varied work of
ministry, and we’ve all
been welcomed and
loved by the church
family. Within three
months of arriving the
bishop set Kit the task of
starting a Christians
Against Poverty centre
in East Lancashire. This
began back in February,
though the Pandemic
has slowed our ability to
respond to the poor and
share the good news of
Jesus with them. Kit has
a great Training Incumbent to show him the
ropes and has been
handed almost every

Where is Padiham?
challenging situation that has
arisen. Kit is looking after such
things as the Men’s Ministry
(huge thanks to Gary for tips
and inspiration) and Homegroups. Most recently he has
had to turn his hand to video
production; for bad examples of
even a botched job feel free to
visit our Padiham Parish
Youtube page.
Laura is, of course, far busier at
the vastly more important job
of being Mum, and we were
thrilled to welcome our third
son, Theodore, in January this
year. The parish has a strong

families ministry and Laura
gets stuck in, especially ladies
Bible Studies and the church
Mums and Tots groups.
The boys? They’re as normal as
boys can be, with their paternity. Yet, just like all of us, they’re:
God’s children, stuck in sin,
learning to be like Jesus, driving
their parents mad!
We are still overwhelmingly
grateful for our time with
WHCC, but also for the continued love, support and prayers
we share with you. Thank you,
Michael, for staying in regular
contact with Kit, it’s been so
valuable. Thank you all
for praying for us weekly
on Wednesday mornings.
Please continue to pray
for our ministry here in
Padiham. Pray also as we
begin to have half an eye
toward where we might
go after Kit has finished
his curacy in a couple of
years, the options are
still many.
Thank you and God bless.
We hope to be able to
visit you as soon as…

St Leonard’s Parish Church
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Opinion: Cannabis Referendum
At this year’s General Election, New Zealanders
will be asked to vote in a referendum on cannabis.
This writer will consider what the outcome of this
referendum could mean to our nation.

Many users become paranoid.
There will be no specific controls around vaping.

The first thing that needs to be cleared up is that
the referendum has nothing to do with Medicinal
Marijuana. “The Medicinal Cannabis Scheme”,
which came into effect on 1 April 2020, aims to
increase access to medicinal cannabis products.
For those who use marijuana for medicinal purposes then, they can be assured that access to
their medicinal products will not be affected and
in fact, could be increased whatever the outcome
of this referendum.
Young people vaping

The Referendum will ask “DO YOU SUPPORT THE
PROPOSED CANNABIS LEGISLATION AND SUPPORT BILL?” and this article will consider what
outcomes can be expected if New Zealanders answer ‘YES’ to the question. Let’s then, have a look
at what this legislation proposes and what the effects the passing of this law could have on our
population.

Doctors caution that marijuana use could include
developmental problems for the unborn child.
WHAT WILL THE PROPOSED ‘LEGISLATION AND
CONTROL BILL’ MEAN FOR NEW ZEALANDERS?
It will allow a person to buy the equivalent of 3040 joints per day! An ex-cannabis user advised
that using this much cannabis a day would mean a
person would end up in a coma. This ex-user
pointed out that this amount of cannabis would
last the average user 1 to 2 months.

According to a 2016 WHO (World Health Organisation) report, marijuana is addictive and harmful.
Direct associations have been made showing that,
depending on the frequency of use, it can lead to,
among other outcomes, psychosis, depression,
paranoia, anxiety, suicidality, reshaping of the
brain matter. Its use especially affects adolescents
leading to cognitive impairment and a decreased
ability to do well in work or school.

(Pictured below are 30 marijuana joints.)

Some of the other effects of marijuana use are
listed below:
A certain percentage of people who use marijuana
develop psychosis.

30 marijuana joints

A 2018 Ohio study showed that marijuana use was
associated with psychological, physical and sexual
intimate-partner violence.

In the forthcoming legislation, should it be enacted, Government proposes to licence premises but
it will be impossible to police what could legally
be sold on-line.

A University of Florida study in 2011 showed that
marijuana users were more than twice as likely to
become victims of domestic violence.

Local councils will have no control over cannabis
premises, therefore local communities will have
no say in whether they want these premises in
their area or not, or where such premises should
be located.

In states in the USA where marijuana has been legalised, the percentage of young adults reporting
use increased at a higher rate than in states where
it was non-legal.
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No specific measures are being
proposed around work place safety
or road safety – they have been ignored in this legislation. The likelihood of drivers driving ‘stoned’ or
workers coming to work ‘stoned’,
and the possible accidents/
fatalities that could result has not
been considered.
There is nothing in the legislation
around pregnant mums and the
danger to the unborn child.
Smoking is to be eradicated in our
nation by 2025 but cannabis use,
which has far more deleterious effects, is to be made legal - this does
not make sense.
New Zealand’s mental health problems and the associated costs are
soaring; the legalising of cannabis
for recreational use will add to this
significantly due to the effects on
the brain and the subsequent welldocumented mental health problems that will ensue.

strued. The legislation does not take into account
the deleterious effects that legalising cannabis
will have on the populace – rather, the measures
it proposes appear to be there to promote its use.
And contrarily, there are few, if any, ‘controls’ on
its use. In a day when there is more and more
information about the effects that drugs can have
on our bodies – and in this case, also on our
brains - making its use legal seems a backward, if
somewhat dangerous, step. The way one votes in
this referendum therefore, must be considered
very seriously if we are to protect our children
and any future generations.

It is well-known that the effects of marijuana stay
in the brain and can make permanent changes in
the brain’s chemistry.
It is also a well-known fact that as addiction
grows, so does apathy and the effects it has on a
person’s ability to function in school, workplace,
etc.

Smoking a joint at the wheel
In summary then, it can be clearly seen that the
wording of this referendum can easily be miscon13

Profile: Carl and Shelley Johanson

caused by their hearing disability is communication. Despite
being in special deaf units at
secondary school, both left
school without qualifications.
Shelley worked until 2011 until
she had to give up. Carl has had
a variety of jobs from welding
to aged care but is now the primary caregiver for Shelley. He is
hoping that a part time position
may fit into his routine. In 2010
they were pleased to move into
a new house in Nawton.

Church is a central activity of
their lives. They especially enjoy the atmosphere of WHCC,
meeting people, the handout
notes, the CAFE meetings on
Friday mornings, shared lunches on special occasions as well
as social activities such as Saturday Craftanoons. Carl has a
hearing aid and enjoys listening
to the music at Sunday services.

Two of West Hamilton Community Church’s regular congregation that are widely and instantly recognised are Carl and Shelley Johanson, partly because of
Sheena Harris’ narration of the
service to them in sign language. Both of them have a
hearing disability that has profoundly affected their lives. This
disability has been further compounded by other conditions
but they remain positive and
active members of our community. West Hamilton Community
Church is the fourth church that
they have attended since 1998,
largely because of the absence
of trained communicators. It
has been the presence and help

of Sheena that has enabled their
membership of our church.
While Shelley is a life-long
Hamilton resident, attending
Hamilton West Primary and
both Melville Intermediate and
Melville High School, Carl was
born and bred in Henderson in
West Auckland. His education
began at Glenbrae School, Kelston School for the Deaf and
both Kelston Intermediate and
Kelston Boys High School. It
was at a Transition Unit at the
Kelston school that they first
met in 1983 and were married
in 2000.
Both Shelley and Carl agree that
the single biggest problem
14

Both have a variety of interests.
Carl reads the Bible regularly.
He has a much loved and obviously well-thumbed Good News
edition for ease of reading and
particularly likes the Books of
Paul and Job. In addition he follows the Word For Today journal. Another activity that he
pursues is crossword puzzles.
He maintains an immaculate
lawn and garden as well as all
the time devoted to, as he calls
it, “Looking after Shelley.”
Shelley has two main interests:
crafts and cats. She is devoted
to her cat and there is lots of
evidence that she is a spoilt and
pampered feline. The walls of
the lounge are adorned with
Shelley’s cross stitching skills,
all beautifully framed and presented. She is also involved ...
(Continued on page 15)

A Special Connect Group
The Connect Groups that we
have as part of our Church outreach are a special focus for
keeping in mind the important
ideas that are brought to us on
Sundays by our speakers.
They allow questions and discussion and aid our understanding of the message delivered each week. Every Connect
Group’s members will consider
theirs is special, but one that is
looking for new members is
decidedly in this category. The
membership of this group is
exclusively reserved for mothers and caregivers of children
under five.
Belinda Borman leads a small
group of mothers who meet
regularly each week at one of
their homes or sometimes at
the church. In answer to the
question about organisation,

Belinda said, “ We spend time
chatting and supporting each
other. We answer the sermon
questions and pray for each
other.” The members keep in
contact through messenger and
get prayer points in as well.
The group begins at 9.45am
(Continued from page 14)

with an Embroidery Guild on
Wednesdays and also involved
in diamond mosaic art work.
Life has not been easy for the
Johansons but their faith, their
marriage and the support of
family and friends has enabled
them to overcome the challenges and difficulties they have
faced. They love meeting new
people. When you see them at
church next, do say hello!

Application Review
Micah Hankins
In this age of technology there are
some great Apps you can download and use on your phone, and
computer.

and the usual length is an hour
and a half.
Meetings begin with chat, some
food and supervised kids’ play.
The socialisation of both adults
and children is one of the key
features of the group. This is an
important element as most people recognise that isolation can
be a real problem for young
mothers and their children. The
benefits are the community
support and low key evangelism.
Although meetings are characterised by lots of interruptions as can only be expected with
under fives- they have also
been undertaking the Alpha
Course to help investigate
Christianity as there is a nonChristian member.
Belinda is very keen to increase
membership of the group, even
on an irregular basis as well. “
Anybody who looks after under
fives is welcome,” was Belinda’s
encouraging comment.
If you, or somebody you know,
would like to join this group
you should ring her using thecellphone number listed in the
Parish Directory or ring the
Parish Office for details.
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YouVersion is a Bible App that you
can download for free on Apple,
Android, and Windows devices.
YouVersion has a large catalogue
of translations including ESV, NIV,
KJV, and many more that you can
download in over 50 different languages. When you make a login
with the app you can then see a
number of exciting features such
as how many days you have been
on the app, any badges you have
earned from reading and completing Bible plans and you will be
able to see any friends and family
who are also on the app.
I have been using this Bible app
for over two years now and have
enjoyed exploring the different
functions such as bookmarks for
keeping your place, highlighting
important passages, and even
making your favourite Bible verses
into beautiful images with different backgrounds and fonts that
you can then download into your
phone gallery or share to other
social media platforms.
YouVersion is also a great resource for reading plans and devotions. There are a number of topics
covered that will build the faith of
readers of any age. From encouragement, relationships, prayer,
leadership, Bible reading plans
and so much more.
If you love reading the Word of
God and exploring different translations and Bible devotions then
this is an App that you will really
enjoy!

Lily’s Baptism at Manaia
Our Archdeaconry Leaders

Welcome to Manaia Community
Church

Celebration at Manaia

Baptism in Sri Lanka

Sunday Worship at Bogawantalawa

Pastors and Wives

Pastors’ Conference
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