
Known by God 
God is Inescapable
What idea of God do you have? Who is he? 

An impersonal force, a spiritual something, some cosmic spirit, a personal being, the Creator 
god of the deists? 

Scripture presents him as a personal being whose knowledge, wisdom, and power are 
boundless.  

Yet he knows and no�ces everything we do, say, think. 

Ps 139 tells us how to think about God. Not first of all as Creator of the universe but as a God 
who knows us in in�mate detail. 

God is everywhere; there is no place where he is not.  

Psalmist’s thoughts in Ps 139 do not terrify him; on contrary, comfort, reassure and awe him 
(v. 10). 

Same knowledge can be terrifying, oppressive, as for Job, for example (Job 7:11-21). God’s 
presence and knowledge not necessarily reassuring. Times we don’t want God to see, know, 
when we want to escape him. 

Psalmist asks, is it possible to escape this God and his a�en�ons?

Why Would the Believer Want to Escape?
V. 8. Heaven as a place to escape from God? 

Death as an escape (v. 8) but psalmist tells us that God’s hand reaches even to Sheol. 

Modern man tries to escape God. 

Vv. 7-12. Why does psalmist want to escape? What God is this from whom he wants to 
escape? If from comfortable God we fashion for se, then no reason to flee. If God is simply the 
universe, laws of nature, course of history etc, no reason to flee. But God of Scripture holds us 
accountable. He is a loving Father but also the Judge of the whole earth (vv. 3f). 

Human Beings – Wonderful Creatures
V, 13ff, turns to consider crea�on of individual person. 

Verses contrast sharply with humanis�c odes to man (for example, William Ernest Henley’s 
Invictus). 

God all-powerful, yet doesn’t dismiss us as insignificant. 

God’s knowledge directed by love. 

If God knows us like that before we even exist, how much more does he con�nue to know and 
love us a�er we are no more.  

Source of comfort and strength for us. God knows us, knows our name. 
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He has made us like him, capable of a rela�onship with him. 

Vv. 13-16 germane as abor�on debate con�nues. 

Curse on God’s Enemies
God’s knowledge and presence not oppressive or terrifying to the psalmist. But vv. 19-22 show 
that for evildoers, God’s inescapable presence a terrifying fact. 

These are not psalmist’s personal enemies but people he regards as God’s enemies, enemies 
of God because that’s what they have chosen to be. 

No descrip�on of them so we don’t know in what way they are wicked. 

Who are God’s Enemies? 
Who/what are God’s enemies? Right to long for the day when God will wipe out all evil in this 
world opposed to God. 

Include all evils that people perpetrate — cruel�es, injus�ce, exploita�on, oppression, abuse 
and so on. 

But we may not overlook those who engage in these evils; they don’t happen of themselves, 
without human agency.  

These verses call on God to judge and do away with evil and evildoers. 

Not a popular message but that takes away nothing from its truth. A God who is indifferent to 
evil is not a God we can worship. He is inevitably tainted by the evil he tolerates. 

What is the Human Problem? 
With no understanding of original sin, modern folly is to deny existence of evil. 

We prefer to call evil deeds and those who engage in them the results and vic�ms of mental 
illness or ignorance, problems which can be resolved by educa�on and therapy. 

Scripture says the problem goes to the root or heart of every human being. 

God Sets the Standards 
Strong tendency today to subs�tute our own standards and values for God’s. We tend to 
extremes, either accep�ng our Western society’s defini�ons of “tolerance, diversity” etc, or 
we swallow the self-righteous views of what has become known as the alt right. 

For Chris�an, NT has Final Word
Chris�ans read the OT through the lens of the New which has final authority. 

Jesus commands us to hate no one and not to be quick to decide who God’s enemies are. 

Nevertheless, hatred is not an evil in itself. It depends what it is that we hate. 

Chris�an life is a counterculture. If our own system of values and beliefs matches closely that 
of the wider non-Chris�an society in which we live, something is very wrong. 

We pray for God’s judgment on all that is evil and opposed to God and his will, star�ng with 
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our own hearts. It’s not us and them; it’s all of us together. 

Reality Check
Vv. 23f. Psalmist asks God to examine him. A�er vv. 19-22, that’s a very brave prayer. All too 
o�en, we ourselves may be on the wrong side of the fence. 

Ps 139 gives great comfort but also shines an uncomfortable light on the individual believer. 

Group Discussion Ques�ons 
What idea of God do you have? Try to avoid clichés, trite formula�ons, pla�tudes. These do 
not express thought; they are escapes from thought. 

1.

The psalmist is comforted and reassured by his medita�on about God. Job was not (read Job 
7:11-21). Can you tell of an experience or �me when you felt more like Job (terrified, 
tormented) than like the psalmist (encouraged, comforted)?

2.

How do you imagine heaven? What’s it like? If you’ve never given it any thought, it’s high �me 
you did. 

3.

How do you feel when you realise that God knows everything about you, what you do, say, 
every word, every thought? 

4.

How do vv. 13-15 address our views on abor�on? 5.

Do you have any powerful curses for dealing with bad people you can share with your group?  6.

To modern ears, vv. 19-22 strike a jarring note. Are they completely out of place in this psalm? 
How do they fit into the rest of the psalm? 

7.

Who/what are God’s enemies? Can we separate evil deeds from evildoers? Should we take a 
“God hates the sin, loves the sinner” sort of approach.  

8.

As we consider the problem of evil and God’s judgement on it, how do we avoid a self-
righteous  “holy us against sinful them” a�tude?

9.

How does the NT, especially Jesus’ command to love our enemies, shape our reading and 
applica�on of Ps 139:19-22? 

10.

As Chris�ans with a responsibility for the wider community and our na�on, what can we do to 
promote what is good and just for all? 

11.
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