
Sunday 22 March 
Standing Firm in the Faith 
Phil 4.4-9 
John 11.17-44 
 
Be sure of three things: 

1. God is still on the throne - sovereign. Ps 46.1-3, 9-11  
Christians have survived many crises over the centuries, and the darker 
the times the brighter the light of Christ will shine.  
There are constant crises, and the kind of things we are facing for the 
first time, others have lived with for years, e.g. closed churches, 
isolation, unemployment. E.g. in Algeria, not a single church open at 
present. Yet the Church of Christ continues to grow. 

2. God is for us, he loves us. Rom 8.31. He has shown how much in sending 
his Son to die for us. John 10.11 “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  
God suffers with us. 

3. In eternal sense, we can say “this illness does not lead to death” (John 
11)   
The earth is not as it one day will be. J John: The earth has already been 
redeemed by Christ’s death on the cross, and one day it will be remade in 
glory (Rom 8.19-22). 
Sickness and death are not the end, their (seeming) victory is not final.  
 Need not fear 
 

Two salutary reminders in order: 
a. we humans are neither immortal nor in control of our lives. We 

are not the master of our fate, the captain of our soul! (cf. William 
Henley Invictus) 

b. J John: Disasters (earthquakes, famines, pestilences, plagues etc.) 
may not be acts of judgment, but they are symbols of judgment. 
They are warnings of our own mortality and that there will be a 
final judgment. Luke 13.1-5 
Far more people die through acts of wilful human sinfulness (acts 
of aggression, folly etc.) than are likely to die from this pandemic.  
This is a good time to reflect on where we’re going as a nation… on 
our need to repent and return to God (abortion, euthanasia, 
25k/day die from malnutrition). See too Guardian article on 
dangers of loss of biodiversity 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/18/tip-of-the-iceberg-is-our-
destruction-of-nature-responsible-for-covid-19-aoe 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/18/tip-of-the-iceberg-is-our-destruction-of-nature-responsible-for-covid-19-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/18/tip-of-the-iceberg-is-our-destruction-of-nature-responsible-for-covid-19-aoe


 
How then should we as Christians live today? What should our priorities be? 

1. Keep faith (trusting). Phil 4.6-7 Not driven by fear. Covid-19 doesn’t rule. 
Keep praying to the Almighty. Tonight’s prayer meeting. 

2. Keep worshiping. Exercise of private spiritual disciplines becomes 
important. BUT also set aside a weekly time to worship with someone 
else/another couple/family – and join a live stream. Don’t have it going 
in the background but enter in fully and intentionally. We’ll do all we can 
to help you keep worshiping, including recources for children and youth. 

3. Keep fellowshiping: social distancing but not relational distancing (Jay). 
= intentionally keep in touch. Phone, skype, email. Don’t hesitate to 
contact staff. 

4. Keep serving (even where a cost) to others in greater need.  
During Plagues in Roman Empire in 2nd and 3rd C witness of Christians in 
ministering to others, incl. non-Christians, a powerful witness which 
contributed significantly to growth of church.  
Look out for those who most isolated, or suffering financially etc. 
Remember, my own life is less important than that of my neighbour 
(Greater love has no man than this…” (John 15.13) 
Luther Whether Christians Should Flee the Plague (1527)No, my dear friends… Use medicine; 
take treatments which can help you; fumigate your house, yard, and street; keep away from 
persons and places wherever your neighbour does not need your presence or has recovered, 
and act like a man who wants to help put out the burning city. What else is the epidemic but 
a fire which instead of consuming wood and straw devours life and body? You ought to think 
this way: “Very well, by God’s decree the enemy has sent us poison and deadly garbage. 
Therefore, I will ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I will fumigate, help purify the air, 
give out medicine, and take it yourself. I will avoid places and persons where my presence is 
not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perhaps infect and transmit it to 
others, and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, 
he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and so I am not 
responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbour needs me, 
however, I shall not avoid any place or person but will go freely as stated above… See, this is 
such a God-fearing faith because it is neither rash nor reckless and does not tempt God. … 

5. Obey and support the authorities. Rom 13.1-7; 1 Peter 2.13-17. Pray for 
them (1 Tim 2.1-3), esp. decision makers and front-line medics! Isolate! 

6. Keep carrying on - with normal things of daily life. Don’t let it rule your 
life. Phil 4.8. Instead of selfishly and unnecessarily stock-piling food, 
think of things oy can gainfully do in isolation. Put aside a few good 
books; purchase what you need to do some craft you enjoy; think of how 
you can do some of those things you’ve been putting off, e.g. writing 
letters, some gardening or house maintenance… Exploit this unusual 
situation and get  your mind onto other things. 



7. Keep checking WHCC and CCAANZ websites for updates, resources, 
messages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


