
John 20.19-31 
19-23 
SET THE SCENE: 
Fear/locked doors, confusion. 
Sense of Christ’s commanding presence as he stands among them…  
Sense of his majesty, in stark contrast with Jesus at his trial or on the cross. 
 
Significance of hands and especially ‘side’  

• Not a ghost/Jesus’ spirit, but the crucified Jesus resurrected bodily 

• Pierced side = proof that Jesus really was dead, and really him as few 
pierced 

 
FOCUS ON JESUS’ THREE STATEMENTS: 
A. 19 Peace be with you. 
B. 21 Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you. 
C. 22 Receive <the> Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld. 
  
A. Peace is something Jesus promised to leave with them – 14.27  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do 
I give it to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid. 

It is:  
1. the peace Jesus won on the cross: Col 1.19-20 

“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him 
to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross.” 

It is this peace which we have to share. No wonder it is tied so closely to 
declaring forgiveness of sins. So it is in our Liturgy 

2. the peace that comes with the inauguration of Christ’s kingdom. The 
ruler of this world has been cast out; Jesus reigns! It is the peace of his 
kingdom which he announces and brings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B. SENDING 
40x in the Gospel Jesus has been said to have been sent by the Father. Now he 
will send the Spirit to the disciples, who are in turn being sent to complete 
Christ’s work.  
 
Just as Jesus is defined by his mission, which is from the Father, so the church 
is defined by its mission. Milne: The degree to which individuals and churches 
are committed to mission, both locally and throughout the world, will be a 
measure of how God-like (or godly) they are. 
 
The disciples are sent to witness to Jesus. Jesus has already prayed for those 
who would believe because of their witness (17.20). Like a seed buried, which 
when it shoots forth into a new plant, so Jesus’ resurrection would bear much 
fruit. 
 
THE NATURE OF THE MISSION 
The church’s mission is an extension of Christ’s mission, not a new one. It bears 
his authority and is guaranteed his ongoing presence. 
 
As the Father sent me… Like the “so” in 3.16 as has a double meaning, which 
includes the way in which he was sent – emptied of glory and destined to 
suffer. The nature of the church’s calling is the same. 
 
C.  HOLY SPIRIT 
But the HS’s role is critical: Jesus is said to exhale and say “receive <the> Holy 
Spirit”.  
 
Distinguish this outpouring from that at Pentecost. Directly linked to forgiving 
sins. 
 
Weigh in light of following texts: 
1.33f. “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 
7.37-39 “… whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart 
will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those 
who believed in him were about to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been 
given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
14.15-17 “… And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to 
be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 



because it neither sees him not knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you.”  
14. 25-27 “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 
15.26f. “…But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the 
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness 
about me. And you also will bear witness…” 
16.7f.  “…Nevertheless, I tell you the truth; it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will 
send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment…” 
 
Barnett suggests this is the breath of the new life in a new age (as in Gen 2 and 
Ezek 37), in which they are sent out as Jesus’ apostles and have authority to 
declare forgiven/not forgiven sin. 
 
Implication is that forgiveness (or otherwise) depends on a person’s response 
to Jesus (JN 3.18). It is not a case of us forgiving; we have no power to do that, 
only to proclaim/declare God’s forgiveness. 
 
Is it John’s version of Pentecost? 

• Jesus had said the HS wouldn’t be sent until he had been glorified/ gone 
to the Father 

• Much more limited in scope. Even Thomas not there. Was he denied the 
HS??? But reject Calvin’s analogy of “sprinkling” v’s “saturation”, or 
Westcott’s new life and then new power. 

• But no hint from John of a future filling (i.e. Pentecost) 

• Barnett suggests “a symbolic act anticipating Pentecost” 

• Most significantly though, no dramatic transformation of disciples. 
Remained fearful and behind locked doors. Recommissioning of Peter 
and apostolic mission still to begin. 

 
Consistent with Johannine theology of HS, emphasis is on bringing Jesus’ words 
to mind and with insight, and connection to mission, particularly conviction of 
sin. 
 
FORGIVING SIN 
The breathing of Spirit and authority to pronounce forgiveness of sin = closely 
connected. 



 
The forgiveness is passive, i.e. God does it, not the disciples, who simply 
declare it. They are to appropriate Jesus’ saving work on the cross to those 
who believe in Jesus. 
 
Ultimately forgiveness or not forgiveness is determined by people’s own 
reaction to the preaching of the Gospel – Jn 3.18. 
 
24-29 
Eight days later = the next Sunday (counting inclusively). Still behind locked 
doors. Thomas present. 
 
Thomas, not present in 19-23, does not believe Jesus has been raised and 
never will – unless he can see and touch. (Cf. 4.48) 
 
All we know of Thomas: 11.16; 14.5. Milne conjectures that he was “a loyal but 
somewhat unimaginative person who will act only on what he is sure of.” 
 
Thomas displays: 

• An isolationist spirit. Why wasn’t he with the other disciples (presumably 
gathered in the upper room)? 

• A total lack of trust in the witness of 10 close friends (not counting the 
women!) who testified to having seen his hands and side 

• A lack of wisdom and humility in dictating absolute terms for his belief 
(Barnett). As we have already seen in John’s Gospel, seeing isn’t 
necessarily believing.  

 
Jesus knew exactly what Thomas had said, and invites him to help himself to 
the proofs he had demanded. 
 
We don’t know whether Thomas actually did what Jesus directed. Just as likely 
he didn’t need to: seeing was enough. Also, Jesus had attested to his divinity 
by knowing Thomas’ exact thoughts, and the proof he had demanded. 
 
Jesus response is one of: 

1. Great mercy. It seems this second visit is entirely for his sake. 
2. Gentle (but firm) reprimand 

 
Q. Is Jesus demonstrating the forgiveness he spoke of in v.23?? Thomas should 
have believed because of the signs he had already seen, and the witness borne 



to him. Jesus is very merciful, though clearly reprimands him: Stop unbelieving 
and believe! 
 
“Lord” and “God” = virtually synonymous in this context. First century Jews 
used Septuagint, in which God’s name read as LORD.  
 
In Roman Empire subjects expected to proclaim “Caesar is Lord, Caesar is 
God!” 
 
This is a personal confession of faith – my Lord and my God. It is also the 
ultimate expression of faith. Speaks to the reality not just of the resurrection 
but of who Jesus is. 
 
Elicits one of only two Beatitudes in John’s Gospel (see 13.17). Meaning 
centres not so much on the individual’s happiness but the fact that they/their 
actions are pleasing to God.’ 
 
But of course joy does go with faith/believing too, as Peter made so clear in 1 
Peter 1.8-9 

Though you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you have 
not seen him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

 
Whilst focus tends to be on Thomas’ doubt, should be on his faith too.  

• his immediate response  

• his future service. Reliable tradition that he went and took the Gospel to 
India where he laid down his life for Christ.  

 
Too many pagan Gods proclaimed today – see Ps 20.7-9. 
 
Focus is on Thomas’ confession, and on those who will believe without having 
had the privileged experience Thomas has had.  
 
30-31 
…many other signs in the presence of the disciples… 
… these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  
 



Note that John writes as an eyewitness to all Jesus’ signs. He has selected 
those he wants to record -see 19.35. 
 
The intention is that the Gospel will be proclaimed, heard, and believed – see 
too Rom 10.17. 
 
Vitally important that the Gospels be recognised as recording eye-witness 
accounts. They’re not myths. Cf. 2 Peter 1.16. 
  
Belief is both doctrinal and personally evangelical – must believe “that Jesus 
is…”  (imp. doctrinally), but also a personal confession my Lord and my God (cf. 
20.17) which brings true life (a transformation). 
 
Focus = belief that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, based on written 
word/Gospel rather than seeing. Experience is not unimportant, but its less 
reliable and important than believing the apostolic testimony (see 2 Peter 
1.16ff.) 
 
The life spoken of is the eternal life defined by Jesus in 17.3 “this is eternal life, 
that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 
 
The life we have by believing is ours now, the minute we believe. It is eternal 
life, but has begun now: 

• 1 John 5.12 “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son 
of God does not have life.” 

• John 10.10 “I came that they might have life and have it abundantly.” 
Barnett: This means that we can walk through life at peace with God and 
within ourselves. 
 
Lessons 

1. Jesus is recognised by his scars! This is true of the true church and the 
true Christian.  

How is WHCC most likely to be known and remembered? For having taken a 
stand for the Gospel which resulted in its leaders losing their licences and the 
congregation losing its buildings and being cast out of the Province. 

2. The mission of church = Jesus’ mission 
3. Full work of HS – not primarily signs and wonders, but new life, peace 

and conviction 
4. Primacy of apostolic testimony (over need for experience/signs) 

 



 
Suggested Discussion Questions 
1. How do you understand God’s peace? How does/should knowing God’s 

peace affect our lives? 
2. What would you say were the priorities of  

a. Jesus’ mission, and  
b. the mission he sent the apostles out on ? 

3. In what sense do you understand the Church’s mission as an extension of 
Jesus’ mission? What does that mean when it comes to writing mission 
statements and setting goals?  

4. What, according to John, does Jesus teach about the Holy Spirit and his 
coming? 

5. How might the Church universal, and WHCC in particular, “be recognised by 
its scars”? 

 
You might also like to discuss the first (new) edition of Connections. If 
members haven’t yet read it, please encourage them to do so. Any feedback 
welcome. 
 


