
1 Corinthians 15 
The Importance of the Resurrection 

1-11  
The trustworthiness of the Gospel, proclaimed by the Scriptures and preached 
by the Apostles – which we have received and stand in, and need to hold fast 
to.  

 Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the Scritures 

 Was buried (I.e truly dead) 

 Was raised on the 3rd day, in accordance with the Scriptures 
Appeared – Peter, Twelve, 500+… Paul – imp. because Paul would not have 
auto-suggested 
Imp. of resurrection in  

 vindicating Jesus’ claims (see Peter’s sermon Acts 2) 

 building the Church 
(If Jesus hadn’t risen he would simply have been yet another failed Jewish 
Messiah. There never would have been a Jesus movement/church) 
Must be a historic event. 
The Resurrection ties us into Israel’s story. 
 
12-19  
Denial of a resurrection (so the vast majority of pagans [remembering Corinth 
= pagan centre], and the Sadducees) must include a denial of Christ’s 
resurrection.  
Renders everything null and void – and our faith is in vain. This earthly life is 
finite, and so are we. 
Florence’s email: Bishops who deny bodily resurrection… 
Those who deny the bodily resurrection today, including “Christian” leaders, 
are calling Paul and the other Apostles liars. 
 
20 - 28 
In fact Christ has been raised from the dead, and his resurrection is 
fundamental to all resurrection. 

 He is the first to rise (ahead of the general resurrection on the last day) 

 His resurrection is the forerunner of ours. Rom 8.23 – “we await the 
redemption of our bodies” 

 Just as Adam’s sin brought death to all humanity, so Jesus’ death brings 
life to all who believe in him.  

o the defeat of both sin (cause) and death (effect).  
o The defeat of death = the proof of the defeat of sin. Death has 

always been “the last enemy.” 



 There is an order to resurrection: Christ first, then – when he returns - 
those who belong to him. Then comes the end – with the final defeat of 
all God’s enemies. Resurrection comes not at death, for us, but on the 
last Day. (Paradise/heaven as immediate destination for soul). 1 Thess 4 

 Christ already reigns, but his final victory yet to come – when he will 
reign at one with the Father with all enemies under his feet (Ps 8.6) 

 
29 – 34  
The pointlessness of all that we do if there is no resurrection. Examples  

 being baptized for the dead (either for Christians who have died before 
being baptized; or non-Christians turning to Christ after the death of 
their Christian loved one, and being baptized to ensure they would be 
with their loved ones at the resurrection) 

 risking life for Christ (picking up on v.19).  
Paul’s jibe at those who dismiss the resurrection or its importance is that they 
have soaked up pagan ideas (33-34). 
 
Suggested Discussion Questions 
1. Think of some of the best and worst funerals you’ve attended. What was 

said about death and hope for the future/eternal life at those funerals – 
both by the mourners and the minister/celebrant? How often have you 
heard the gospel message of Christ’s death for our sins and resurrection 
preached? 

2. Why do you think Paul makes so much of Christ’s death and resurrection 
being “in accordance with the Scriptures”? 

3. Why do you think Paul makes so much of his own experience of meeting 
the risen Christ? 

4. How is the aphorism in v.33 relevant to us today? How does the company 
we keep strengthen or endanger our beliefs? What are the implications for 
discipling new/young believers? 

5. What questions do you still have about what happens when we die? Are 
there any you would particularly like me to address net Sunday (please let 
me know if there are)? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


