
1 Corinthians 15.35-58 
Transformed into His Likeness 

Recap:  

 historicity of resurrection (eyewitnesses);  

 significance: defeat of sin and death 

 vanity of Christianity apart from it 
 

35 – 49 
Paul anticipates and rebuts questions about what exactly resurrection means: 

 Such questions as “how…?” and “what sort of body?” are foolish 

 Addressing Christians living in a pagan culture (and too much a part of it, 
vv.33-34) which despised the body and for whom a resuscitated body 
held no appeal. Their ideal was a spiritual existence which transcended 
the body – free from decay and weakness. 

 V different from Jewish understanding/belief: no dualism between body 
and spirit. Those who believed in resurrection believed in bodily 
resurrection. 

 Paul asserts: Resurrected body isn’t the old body resuscitated 

 BUT it is a body (not a ghost). The resurrected body is to the mortal body 
as a plant is to its seed – organically continuous, but also different in 
form and substance. How this body is given is known only to God, and is 
his choice: most of us don’t know (and the ancients certainly didn’t 
know) what a seed will produce until it sprouts and grows into a 
plant/tree. Only God knows how this works (cf. Mark 4.26-28 Parable of 
the seed growing) 

 Resurrected bodies are immortal, raised in glory and power  
 They are not subject to sickness or decay or death. 

 Paul may well be drawing on the common pagan belief that the 
soul was made of the same ethereal stuff as the celestial bodies 
and that the soul would return to the stars after death (cf. Lloyd-
Webber’s Joseph… “there’s one more angel in heaven, there’s one 
more star in the sky”!)  Paul didn’t believe or want to say that, but 
he does want to make the pint that there are many different kinds 
of bodies, and the resurrected body is a different kind to any 
other. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 What he does want to stress though is that the resurrected body is 
glorious (like the stars). He is certainly drawing on Daniel 12.2-3 

Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of 
the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars 
for ever and ever. 

He isn’t saying the dead become stars, but that the resurrection body 
has the glory of the heavens. 

 Resurrected bodies are spiritual, from heaven, in the image of the risen 
Son. This is how we were created to be in the first place, but Adam/we 
mucked up! As a result, our human bodies, instead of being animated by 
God’s Spirit, have been animated by the human soul (Gk. psyche). What 
Paul says in v.44 “When it is sown, it embodies the soul (psychikon 
soma, not “is a natural body”); when it is raised, it embodies the spirit 
(pneumatikon soma). If the soul has its own embodiment, so does the 
spirit have its own embodiment” (JB trans.) The issue is not the body’s 
composition but what animates it. 
Whereas Adam was a “living soul”, Jesus is “a life-giving Spirit.” The 
resurrection body is enlivened by God’s eternal Spirit. 

 Same theology expressed in Phil 3.21 
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that 
they will be like his glorious body. 

 Jesus’ body: continuous but different.  
 
50 – 58 
Flesh and blood, that which is perishable, cannot inherit the Kingdom of God 
It is a mystery, i.e. beyond comprehension, but at the resurrection on the last 
day both those who have died, and those still alive (both are referred to in 
v.52), will suddenly be changed/transformed – from mortal to immortal. 
 
Then death will be swallowed up completely. 
 



Because of all this, we know that our labour in the Lord (see v.32) is not in vain 
(see too how Jesus’ death and resurrection impinges on ethics 6.12-20, the 
Lord’s Supper in ch 11.26ff, and love in ch 13.8ff.). 
 
Heaven 
Where God is and his reign is already fully manifested. Holy place where no evil 

 Where no more sin, suffering, pain, death, mourning… 

 God’s will is done: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven”  

 
Correct what I said last week about “sleep” possibly meaning unconscious 
existence until the resurrection. Sleep = the body’s activity, but the soul is with 
Christ. 
 
The place (outside time and space) where our souls go until the resurrection of 
our bodies. Where we are “with the Lord” 

Phil 1.21-23 “For me to love is Christ, and to die is gain…. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is better.” 
2 Cor 5.8  “… we would rather be away from the body and at home with 
the Lord” 
Luke 23.43 “Truly I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  

 
 
Where the souls of those who have already died in Christ are, and with whom 
we will be reunited – Hebrews 12.22-24. Communion of the saints 
 
Where our citizenship is, and our names are written. 
 
Where our hearts/desires should be set and our eyes fixed. Jesus words  “store 
up treasure in heaven” 
 
BUT our final destination is “Heaven united with earth”, the eternal age 
inaugurated by Christ’s return. 1 Thess 4, Rev 21 
 
Suggested Discussion Questions 

 
1. How does our culture/society view the body? What sort of things do people 

believe happens when we die? 
2. Why do you think Paul calls those who question his claim of a bodily 

resurrection “Fools!”? 



3. What do you find most comforting/encouraging about Paul’s teaching on 
the resurrection? 

4. When Paul says in Philippians 3 that our citizenship is in heaven and we 
await a Saviour from there, he does not mean Christ will whisk us off to 
heaven, but that he will come from heaven and rescue us (and the whole of 
creation) when he returns, i.e. ultimately heaven will come to earth (as 
described in Rev 21). Similarly, in 1 Thess 4 when Paul says that those who 
are still alive will meet Christ in the air, it is not to be whisked off to heaven 
but to welcome him (and escort him in triumphal procession) as he comes 
to take up his throne on earth (like the conquering king he is, returning to 
his royal city). How does this differ from what you may have previously 
been taught or believed?  What difference does it make to how we regard 
the earth? 

5. What do we know (from the Scriptures) about heaven – both as the place 
our souls go to when we die, and as our final destination when heaven 
comes to earth? What are the most significant things about heaven? 

6. Why does Paul conclude that our labour is not in vain? How does the 
resurrection lead to that conclusion? 

7. What questions/worries do you still have? Please do let me know so that I 
can try to address them. 
 


