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Readings:  

Matthew 9:35-38 

John 15:1-10 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

Pray 

Champions of the Faith: Dr James Hudson Taylor  

Who do you think of when someone is described as a champion: an athlete, an All Black, a 

movie star? Or is your champion one of the remarkable men and women in the Bible – the 

apostle Paul, the martyr Stephen or the brave Queen Esther? Whoever it is they were still 

human and had weaknesses as well as strengths. The only reliable person to model our lives on 

is Jesus himself, nevertheless we can learn from the great men and women of faith, both those 

in the Bible and those not. 

Hudson Taylor is a man whose life and work made an impact in his time that few figures in 

history can match, but is he still relevant today? Why did I choose this physically insignificant, at 

times despised and criticised, man of God?  China is very much in the limelight today; he 

understood China and changed its history. Millions of Chinese today can trace their spiritual 

lineage to the life and work of Hudson Taylor. In the 1980s I visited a hospital in Shanghai and a 

church in Yunnan province which traced their roots to the mission he started. And on a more 

personal note, his great grandson gave me my Chinese name.  

Hudson was born to a very godly Yorkshire couple who dedicated their firstborn to the Lord 

even before he was born in May 1832. Although brought up in this loving and godly home 

Hudson began to doubt and became rebellious after being exposed to new ideas as a teenage 

working man. However, as he read a tract the Lord brought conviction of sin and he responded 

to the gospel. While he rejoiced in his salvation he struggled with times of failure and 

discouragement till eventually he totally surrendered his life to God to go anywhere, do 

anything, and suffer however the Lord asked. Very soon he knew that he was to go to China, 

despite the fact that it was largely a closed country, closed not just to the gospel, but to 

foreigners in general.  

Hudson immediately began to prepare for the difficulties of the mission field by exposing 

himself to hardship, preaching among the poor and teaching himself Chinese. He moved to Hull 

to become a physician’s assistant and chose to live in an area called Drainside in a single room 

by a stinking canal so he could give away 2/3 of his income to missions. He fell in love with a 

beautiful Christian girl but she didn’t share his call to missions. After much heartache he chose 

obedience to God and his call to China over his love for her. Allan made the same choice – and I 

will be forever grateful to God that he did. Hudson realised that when he got to China he would 
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have to rely on God alone so he determined that before he left England he would learn ‘to 

move man, through God, by prayer alone’. This became a foundational principle for his life and 

mission. 

From Hull he moved to London to study medicine in London Hospital and continued to trust 

God alone for provision, turning down two offers to cover his expenses.  

All the time he was seeking ways to get to China. Half the non-Christian world lived there. He 

was constantly burdened by the fact that a million a month in China were dying without hearing 

the gospel – that was 12 million a year. In the 13th century Ghenghis Khan had called for 100 

Christian missionaries to go to China, but the call was not taken up. As Jesus said, “The harvest 

is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 

send out labourers into his harvest” (Luke 10:2). How different history would have been if China 

had received the gospel eight hundred years ago!  

At the age of 21 (Kali’s age) (slide 1) Hudson was sent out by the Chinese Evangelisation Society, 

the only missionary of the society, the only passenger of the cargo ship he travelled on for the 

next 6 months, and with only his mother to see him off. They were nearly shipwrecked on the 

way and when he arrived in Shanghai, (slide 2) one of only four ports open to foreigners to 

reside in, no-one knew he was coming so no-one met him and no place had been prepared for 

him to live. It was also a period of great civil unrest in China. Those hard lessons he’d learned in 

Drainside were so valuable at this time.  

After a while the Society sent out a missionary doctor to join him. Dr Parker, his wife and three 

children were due to arrive any day and Hudson had to find a home suitable for the six of them. 

The Society was full of good-willed but busy men who had no understanding of the difficulties 

of the mission field. Hudson had barely enough money to live on, but managed to rent a poorly 

constructed Chinese house in the Chinese part of the city where there was constant fighting. All 

other foreigners lived in Concessions, areas set aside by treaties especially for them and with 

military protection. He was criticised severely by the missionaries of other societies for his poor 

preparations, not just renting such a poor house with inadequate furniture, but also for wearing 

shabby clothes and socialising with the Chinese. However when the house next door to his was 

set on fire he was driven out just as a house became available in the Concession area and so he 

was able to house the family there. His faith was tested further when he discovered that the 

Society had not sent any money with the Parker family either for him or for them. They were all 

totally dependent on God. At a later date, when the Society had got into debt, Hudson and the 

others resigned because they were determined never to go into debt. Hudson believed that 

God could provide before a need as well as after it.  
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In the first two years Hudson, while still learning the language and in the midst of a violently 

raging civil war, sometimes alone and sometimes with Dr Parker, embarked on ten evangelistic 

journeys by canal boat, wheelbarrow (slide 3) and walking. Where they were met with 

suspicion they walked around openly and let people know they would give free medical 

treatment. They distributed thousands of New Testaments, explanatory booklets and tracts to 

those who could read. This changed attitudes and soon they were invited into homes. Often 

they set up clinics in Buddhist temples. One would do medical consultations while the other 

preached till his voice gave out, then they would swap roles. Often crowds would reach 800-

1000 people.  

Just like the apostle Paul they looked for ways to reach more people and that led to a 

monumental decision. They already lived and ate like Chinese, but no other missionary had ever 

dressed like the Chinese complete with partially shaved head, dyed hair and a queue – a long 

plait at the back (slide 4). Despite increased criticism and rejection by missionaries from other 

societies he refused to change because the wearing of Western clothes detracted from the 

gospel message. Just like Paul in 1 Corinthians he aimed to become all things to all people in 

order to save some. The benefits were very soon apparent as it made the women and children 

far less afraid to come for medical help. Whenever they went inland they would set up a 

medical clinic, and with the help of two Chinese converts, preached the gospel, and taught the 

new believers.  

Hudson and an old Scottish missionary, William Burns, felt called to Shantou in Guangdong 

Province (slide 5). At that time it was a violent, hostile city but they were accepted and fruitful 

there because of their Chinese clothes. What made Shantou so violent and hostile was the 

opium trade carried on by foreign powers, chiefly Britain. Over 14,000kg of opium worth, in 

today’s money, $5-6 million, entered Shantou Port EVERY MONTH! The result was addiction, 

degradation and a cruel slave trade in Chinese ‘coolies’. No wonder the locals hated the 

Westerners. Hudson and Burns planned to set up a hospital there but while Hudson went back 

to Shanghai to collect his medical supplies; Burns was arrested and sent to Guangzhou. Both 

were forbidden to return. God had promised in Romans 8 that “…for all those who love God all 

things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose’. This 

apparent blockage turned into something Hudson would never regret.  

Instead he went to the coastal city of Ningbo to work with Dr Parker. There he met two teenage 

girls who were orphans of a missionary couple. They had grown up in China and spoke Chinese 

fluently but were then assisting an older missionary teacher, Miss Aldersey. Even when war 

broke out in the area and all the other women and children left for the relative safety of 

Shanghai with Hudson to escort them, Miss Aldersey refused to leave or let the two Dyer sisters 

go. Hudson was particularly attracted to the younger sister Maria, but he said nothing, afraid of 
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having his heart broken a second time. He had no evidence she had any interest in him and he 

also realised the enormous cost his wife would have to pay to share his call to the inland 

provinces.  

Although Hudson was unaware of it there were also stirrings in Maria’s heart but she told no-

one except God because she knew that she saw in him things that most others were blind to. 

She wrote that, ‘He seemed to live in such a real world and to have such a real, great God’. She 

loved his Chinese dress, especially what it represented of his spirit, respected his poverty and 

generous giving to the destitute. She shared his vision to take the gospel to the interior, though 

it seemed almost impossible for a woman at the time. Miss Aldersey did not see things in the 

same way. She stated that he was ‘…called by no-one, connected with no-one and recognised 

by no-one as a minister of the Gospel…he was fanatical, undependable, diseased in body and 

mind [and] totally worthless’. 

It’s one of the great missionary love stories from which we can learn a lot. They both respected 

their elders, even though they didn’t agree with them, and felt that God’s blessing depended on 

obedience to those in parental authority. Despite Miss Aldersey’s best attempts to prevent 

their relationship, their total commitment to God and obedience to the principles in the Word 

resulted in all blockages being removed and they were married when Maria turned 21. They 

stayed in Ningbo and Hudson soon realised how much a wife opened doors to minister to 

women and children. This would be critical later on.  

One man Hudson preached to was Mr Ni, who at the end of the message committed his life to 

Jesus. He learned quickly and soon began sharing the gospel and winning others to Christ. One 

day he asked Hudson how long they had had the gospel in England. Hudson told him several 

hundred years. Ni replied, ‘What, hundreds of years. My father sought the truth…and died 

without finding it. Oh why did you not come sooner?’ There are people in the world today still 

asking the same question. 

As the little band of believers grew they needed help and again Hudson made choices that few 

if any other missionaries were making. He and Maria (Slide 6) decided that paying Chinese 

helpers with foreign funds would create a weak, dependent church. So they prayed for some 

young Chinese believers to be called by God to serve him and for the fledgling Chinese church 

to support them. They believed that the only way China would be evangelised was by the 

Chinese themselves. This was crucial to the survival of the Chinese church in the 20th century. 

When the civil war ended with the Treaty of Tianjin in 1858 it opened up the way for foreigners 

to live in the inland provinces however Hudson and Maria stayed in Ningbo to establish the 

believers – a wise decision as many later became leaders of the churches. It was also wise as 

there was still much anti-foreign sentiment which stemmed from the opium and slave trades 
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and riots were still quite common. A tiny remnant of that attitude to foreigners lingered in 

some areas even in to the 1980s. I can remember being called a ‘foreign devil’ on more than 

one occasion. 

Other reasons for God keeping them in Ningbo were the birth of their first child, as well as 

Hudson’s work in the hospital, clinic and opium rehabilitation ward that Dr Parker had built. 

Many hospitals today can trace their establishment to missionaries, including the Cancer 

Hospital where Allan worked. 

Sadly Dr Parker’s wife died very suddenly leaving him with four young children whom Dr Parker 

took back to his family in Scotland. After seeking God in prayer and trusting God’s word that if 

you ‘Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness all these things [i.e. the things you need for  

life] will be added unto you’ (Matt. 6:33) they took on the whole hospital, rehab and clinic. 

Hudson told the hospital staff that when Dr Parker’s money ran out they would be relying on 

God for their needs and so he offered them the opportunity to leave and many did. The new 

Christians filled their places. The patients and the community all watched and waited to see 

what would happen. This was a crucial test of faith for the young church as well as for Hudson 

and Maria. One morning the cook announced that the last bag of rice had been opened and 

was disappearing fast and there was no money to buy more. Hudson told the surprised cook, 

‘Then God’s time for helping us must be close at hand’. A good friend in England, Mr Berger, 

had sent $100 months before but it arrived just that day and in his letter he also asked if they 

could use more money as he had inherited some he didn’t need! What if Hudson had turned 

down the opportunity to take over the hospital because of lack of faith or finances? Imagine the 

testimony and the celebration! 

Not surprisingly with all the stress and hard work Hudson’s health gave way and he and Maria 

returned to England where the doctors said he would recover but always be too frail to return 

to China, a prognosis he refused to accept. He was only 29 and Maria 25. In fact he did return to 

China 10 more times! As soon as he was well enough he began working on translation, resumed 

his medical studies to become a fully qualified doctor and held many meetings and prayer 

gatherings to stir up interest in China. However he was struggling terribly with lack of faith and 

feelings of inadequacy and failure as the burden for the lost weighed him down and he couldn’t 

rest day or night. Again his health gave way. As he walked along the beach at Brighton one day 

he suddenly realised that “If we are obeying the Lord, the responsibility rests with him, not with 

us”. He gave the burden to God and asked God for 24 new workers, two for each unreached 

province and two for Mongolia. From that point on for the rest of his life people remarked on 

how he rested in God even in the most trying or sad circumstances. He was immediately filled 

with joy and energy and returned to London where he opened a bank account in the name of 
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the China Inland Mission with ₤10, all the money he and Maria had for themselves and their 

now 4 children. 

The China Inland Mission (CIM) was based on principles that were radically new ideas at the 

time although commonplace today: 

1. God calls us all to ‘Go and make disciples of all nations…’  

2. As a faith mission they were to trust God for all their needs, both for personnel and 

money 

3. Volunteers from all Christian denominations were welcome to apply. All other missions 

were denominational ones. 

4. They would never go into debt 

5. On the field Hudson and Maria would be the leaders and at home their friend Mr Berger 

He said: ‘Let us see to it that we keep God before our eyes; that we walk in his ways and seek to 

please and glorify him in everything, great and small. Depend upon it, God’s work done in 

God’s way, will never lack God’s supplies’. These ideas were so radical, so new that there was 

tremendous criticism and scepticism; however most have become the norm today. But by far 

the most radical thing of all was that the CIM took single women missionaries and sent them 

out into the inland provinces two by two, the first mission to do so.  

Both Hudson and Maria were far ahead of their time in their vision, their cultural adaptation 

and sensitivity and their approach to mission. Maria herself was a leader, a prayer warrior, a 

woman of faith, and a constant strength and support to her husband. All CIM missionaries lived 

and dressed like the Chinese, although some later created a lot of trouble by severely criticising 

the Taylors, complaining to the home office and refusing to do this. Eventually they left the CIM. 

But the CIM’s goal was to establish truly indigenous Chinese churches, led by Chinese pastors 

and leaders, worshipping in their own language in churches of a completely Chinese style of 

architecture. Hudson paraphrased the Apostle Paul’s words when he said, ‘Let us in everything 

not sinful become Chinese that we may by all means save some’.  

Their first move inland was to Hangzhou, south west of Shanghai. They had to travel there by 

houseboat so as to keep the women and children safe from prying eyes. Once there the women 

and children couldn’t go out but they managed to rent a large rambling house which housed 

several families and so had a mission field in their own home. I visited some American friends in 

the 80’s who lived in a similar house. There was nothing that the neighbours didn’t know about 

them – a wonderful opportunity to witness but it’s never easy living in a fishbowl! The Taylors 

set up a dispensary in Hangzhou and were soon seeing 200 patients a day and were soon 

getting the same number at services.  
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After an initially warm welcome further north at Yangzhou false rumours against them were 

spread by jealous officials. Riots were again common. The riots eventually escalated to 10,000-

12,000 people and their lives were seriously endangered. At the peak Hudson and a colleague 

managed to get out of the house under cover of darkness and ran to the house of the governor. 

If they had been dressed as Westerners they would never have got there unseen. The crowd 

behind them was rushing there too and the pressure of the people surging forward propelled 

them into the governor’s compound just before the gates were shut. They had a long wait to be 

seen, during which they could hear the ferocious violence and saw the flames going up from 

where they had left the women and children. Eventually the governor sent 3,000 troops to 

quell the riot and had the men escorted home, but when they got there they couldn’t find their 

families. Eventually they discovered that some brave neighbours had hidden them. Everyone 

was there though some were injured, including Maria. They escaped that night by junk, a 

Chinese sail boat, and headed for a safer city. After that terrifying experience, how would you 

have responded and what would you have done?  

After long and difficult negotiations they returned to a wonderful welcome. Their friendliness, 

family life, especially taking the children and a now pregnant Maria back after all that had 

happened, won the hearts and trust of the people and the gospel was furthered.  

Maria gave birth to her seventh child, but almost immediately contracted cholera and died two 

weeks later, at the age of 33. The baby also died. The cost to this family over the years was 

enormous. Eventually Hudson buried three of his children and his beloved Maria in China.  

Some months later Hudson, still in his 30’s, had an almost complete physical breakdown and 

was discouraged spiritually; and so decided to return to England. On the journey back there was 

also a young missionary returning for her first leave. From the start Jenny Faulding (slide 7) had 

been one of the most outstanding missionaries and had headed up the women’s work in 

Hangzhou. Over the next two months his respect and brotherly affection for Jenny turned into 

love and they were married soon after their return to England.   

After 15 months in England Hudson and Jenny returned to China where they found many of the 

CIM missionaries sick, discouraged, and some Chinese believers had fallen away. Over the next 

nine months the Taylors travelled to nearly every station over thousands of kilometres of hard 

travel to give medical assistance, encouragement and restart fellowships.  

Britain and China once more verged on the edge of war however a treaty was signed that 

opened up all the inland provinces to foreigners to live in. While these treaties were terribly 

humiliating to the Chinese, they were God’s way of opening it up to the gospel.  

Hudson and Jenny were frequently apart, one in England caring for the children there, while the 

other, usually Hudson, was in China overseeing the work there. One time they’d been apart for 
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16 months. Then a devastating famine broke out in north China which affected 6 million people. 

Thousands of children were dying of starvation and girls were being sold into slavery and sent 

south. They needed a woman to head up the relief work but no European woman had ever 

been in the northern province of Shanxi. Who would go? God laid it on Jenny’s heart to go and 

so she and Hudson were separated for another year. The significance of Jenny’s work and the 

impact that Maria had made led to one of the most controversial decisions Hudson ever made: 

to send women missionaries into the interior with their husbands and then, even more 

scandalous, to send single women missionaries into those unreached inland provinces where 

no other missionary had ever lived!  The inevitable consequence was huge criticism and some 

people withdrawing both prayer and financial support. But Maria and Jenny had both given him 

‘… great confidence in the courage, strength, and resourcefulness of women missionaries.’ 

Furthermore, the Chinese women gave them a tremendous welcome.  

Wherever they were Hudson would find time, usually between 2 and 4 in the morning to spend 

time with God, then sometimes go back to sleep for a bit. He always carried his Bible, candles 

and matches with him so he could do this. Like Jesus he was only able to do what he did by 

spending considerable time with his heavenly Father. 

Eventually awareness of the work of the China Inland Mission reached other countries and D.L. 

Moody invited Hudson to stop in America on his way back to China in 1888. Though Hudson 

had had no plans to go to America it was clear that this was another of God’s plans. After three 

months there he set up the American branch of the CIM, thus making the mission the first to be 

not only interdenominational but also international. He took with him 14 American missionaries. 

Between 1889 and 1905 the CIM became a truly worldwide mission including missionaries from 

as far afield as Norway and New Zealand. I feel privileged to have met some of the New 

Zealanders who served with the CIM before the Communist Party came to power in 1949. 

Hudson’s burden to preach the gospel to every creature only intensified as the years went by. 

He felt deeply the challenge of Jesus’ words, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord’, and not do what 

I tell you?” So at 60 years of age they started a systematic effort to reach every man, woman 

and child in China with the gospel. In 1900 Hudson handed over leadership of the CIM and four 

years later Jenny died of cancer. In 1905, aged 73, Hudson returned to China for the final time 

with his son and daughter-in-law and made another long tour of the country ending in Hunan, 

the last province to open to the gospel, where he died. He was buried with Maria and the 

children. 

When I think of Hudson Taylor the qualities that stand out to me and challenge me in my own 

walk with God are: 
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 Faith in a faithful God 

 Vision and passion for the lost 

 Faithfulness no matter the cost 

 Sacrifice and selflessness 

 Christlikeness of character 

The book Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret which is in our library finishes with these words: 

An easy, non-self-denying life will never be one of power. Fruit-bearing involves cross-

bearing. There are not two Christ’s –an easy-going one for easy-going Christians, and a 

suffering, toiling one for exceptional believers. There is only one Christ. Are you willing 

to abide in Him, and thus to bear much fruit? 

  Let’s pray. 

 

 

Questions: 

1. What do you think about Hudson Taylor’s belief that we shouldn’t go into debt and that 

we should only look to God for provision? Do you agree that ‘God’s work done in God’s 

way will never lack God’s supply’? 

2. What experience have you had personally of trusting God to provide? What was the 

outcome? 

3. In what ways was the China Inland Mission (CIM) different from other missions of the 

time? In what ways did they pave the way for modern missions? 

4. How can / should we apply these principles in our own lives and witness 

5. Why do you think that ‘The harvest is plentiful but the labourers are few’ is still true 

today? How can we change that 

6. How great is your passion for the lost? Are you content with your level of concern? 

Should you be? What needs to change? 

 


