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Questions 
1. James identifies the source of inner-community conflicts as being primarily from peoples wants and 

desires. How do you see the sources of conflicts in a modern church situation, in our church? 

2. James talks about an inner conflict going on within the Christian. How does this relate to our 

understanding of peace? 

3. James gives us grounds for God not answering our prayers. What grounds are there for God actually 

fulfilling our requests? 

4. The antidote for conflict is for Christians to submit themselves to God through sincere repentance. 

How sincere do you feel we are about repentance in our modern age? 

5. Drawing on the OT, James says we are to draw near to God with cleansing and purification. How 

does this affect our approach to God? 

6. One of the main concerns of James is the criticism of Christians by Christians. Why is this an issue 

and is it relevant for today? 

7. Another is issue is that of making our plans without recognizing God’s plans and our part in his 

plans. How do you make plans for the future? 

8. James finishes this section with the words, “So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do 

it, for him it is sin.”1 How does apply to you? 

  

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:17). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.17&off=5&ctx=sting+is+evil.+17%C2%A0w%EF%BB%BF~So+whoever+knows+the
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9.  

 

Welcome to the Letter of James. James writes at an early stage of the development of the Christian church. 

His audience are primarily Jewish converts to Christianity who are scattered throughout the then known 

world.  

This is one of the difficult passages of the Bible. It faces us with the inappropriate behaviour of Christians. 

Quite often we apply these passages to other people, but how much do they apply to you, how much do 

they apply to me? 

If the cap fits … wear it. 

If what James is saying applies to you, don’t put it aside. Do as James instructs. After all this is not just the 

words of James, it is the word of God. 

The early Christian church is by no means a perfect community. 

The inner-community strife flows from the evil impulse, the lust within, and thus blocks prayer. The 

Christians are adulterous, for they have provoked God to jealousy. Therefore they must repent and turn 

from the devil and his works. Concretely this will mean ceasing to criticize one another, for in doing this 

they have assumed God’s prerogative.2 

The source of dissension 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war 

within you?3 

Πόθεν πόλεμοι καὶ πόθεν μάχαι ἐν ὑμῖν;  οὐκ ἐντεῦθεν, ἐκ τῶν ἡδονῶν ὑμῶν τῶν στρατευομένων ἐν 

τοῖς μέλεσιν ὑμῶν;4 

The first source is not the devil or the world, but ourselves. James emphasizes this by building up 

expectation. “From where … from where … is it not from this” 

“from your pleasures …”  

Hedonism 

hedonism. The ethical doctrine which maintains that the proper end of all moral action is pleasure (Gk. 

ἡδονή, ‘pleasure’). It thus closely resembles *Utilitarianism (q.v.). It is also known, esp. by Continental 

 
2 Davids, P. H. (1982). The Epistle of James: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 156). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans. 

3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:1). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

4 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nigtcjam?ref=Bible.Jas4.1-10&off=517&ctx=e+practical+advice.%0a~The+inner-community+
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.1&off=30&ctx=ainst+Worldliness%0a4%C2%A0~What+causes+quarrels
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4&off=2&ctx=4+~+%CE%A0%CE%BF%CC%81%CE%B8%CE%B5%CE%BD+%CF%80%CE%BF%CC%81%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%B9+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9%CC%80+%CF%80%CE%BF%CC%81%CE%B8%CE%B5%CE%BD+%CE%BC%CE%B1%CC%81%CF%87%CE%B1%CE%B9+%CE%B5%CC%93
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4&off=2&ctx=4+~+%CE%A0%CE%BF%CC%81%CE%B8%CE%B5%CE%BD+%CF%80%CE%BF%CC%81%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%B9+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9%CC%80+%CF%80%CE%BF%CC%81%CE%B8%CE%B5%CE%BD+%CE%BC%CE%B1%CC%81%CF%87%CE%B1%CE%B9+%CE%B5%CC%93
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moral philosophers, as ‘Eudaemonism’ (Gk. εὐδαιμονία, ‘true well-being’). The title ‘psychological 

hedonism’ is applied to the doctrine which holds that man is so constituted psychologically that he cannot 

avoid making ‘pleasure’ the end of his actions, i.e. that even though he may persuade himself that he is 

doing acts of great sacrifice, it is really his own pleasure that he is seeking all the time. See also 

eudemonism.5 

The battle within 

The body is itself neutral, but it is often controlled by sin. This is precisely what Paul argues in Romans 6–8. 

Sin has to be conquered by Christ before a person can do what he wants with his body. Thus the fight is 

within the body of the individual Christian.6 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of 

God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind 

and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who 

will deliver me from this body of death? 25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I 

myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 7 

The outcome of those warring passions 

You desire and do not have; you murder and are filled with envy, and are not able to obtain; you fight 

and quarrel.8 

2 ἐπιθυμεῖτε καὶ οὐκ ἔχετε, φονεύετε καὶ ζηλοῦτε καὶ οὐ δύνασθε ἐπιτυχεῖν, μάχεσθε καὶ πολεμεῖτε, 

οὐκ ἔχετε διὰ τὸ μὴ αἰτεῖσθαι ὑμᾶς,9 

How often do we not get what we want? What motivates us and what actions do we take? 

 
5 Cross, F. L., & Livingstone, E. A. (Eds.). (2005). In The Oxford dictionary of the Christian Church (3rd ed. 

rev., p. 748). Oxford;  New York: Oxford University Press. 

6 Davids, P. H. (1982). The Epistle of James: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 157). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans. 

7 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 7:21–25). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

8 Harris, W. H., III, Ritzema, E., Brannan, R., Mangum, D., Dunham, J., Reimer, J. A., & Wierenga, M. (Eds.). 

(2012). The Lexham English Bible (Jas 4:2). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

9 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:2). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/odcc?ref=Page.p+748&off=2689
https://ref.ly/logosres/nigtcjam?ref=Bible.Jas4.1&off=3559&ctx=ody+(e.g.+%EF%BB%BF1QS%EF%BB%BF+4).+~The+body+is+itself+n
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Ro7.21&off=0&ctx=+dwells+within+me.+%0a~21%C2%A0So+I+find+it+to+b
https://ref.ly/logosres/leb?ref=BibleLEB2.Jas4.2&off=2&ctx=ong+your+members%3f+2%C2%A0~You+desire+and+do+no
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.2&off=0&ctx=%CF%82+%CE%BC%CE%B5%CC%81%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%BD+%CF%85%CC%94%CE%BC%CF%89%CD%82%CE%BD%CD%BE++~2+%CE%B5%CC%93%CF%80%CE%B9%CE%B8%CF%85%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9%CC%80+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.2&off=0&ctx=%CF%82+%CE%BC%CE%B5%CC%81%CE%BB%CE%B5%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%BD+%CF%85%CC%94%CE%BC%CF%89%CD%82%CE%BD%CD%BE++~2+%CE%B5%CC%93%CF%80%CE%B9%CE%B8%CF%85%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9%CC%80+
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Basis is human desire. Failure to get what we want, we indulge in murder (character assassination) and 

envying others (who are getting what they want). Ultimately you enter into battle – fight and make war. 

Exact opposite of “For those who make peace the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace.”10 

Why do we behave like this? 

You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 

spend it on your passions.11 

οὐκ ἔχετε διὰ τὸ μὴ αἰτεῖσθαι ὑμᾶς, 3 αἰτεῖτε καὶ οὐ λαμβάνετε διότι κακῶς αἰτεῖσθε, ἵνα ἐν ταῖς 

ἡδοναῖς ὑμῶν δαπανήσητε.12 

First you haven’t asked God for what you want. In fact, what they needed ask God for was wisdom, rather 

than the object of their desire. 

Although you might pray for it, God still does not give you what you want. Because your prayers are 

focused around your own pleasure desired outcome. If you can’t get what you want through human 

means, don’t be surprised that you don’t get it through divine intervention. You don’t get because you will 

waste it on your own desires and not on fulfilling God’s purposes. 

The accusation 

4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore 

whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.13 

4  μοιχαλίδες, οὐκ οἴδατε ὅτι ἡ φιλία τοῦ κόσμου ἔχθρα τοῦ θεοῦ ἐστιν;  ὃς ἐὰν οὖν βουληθῇ φίλος 

εἶναι τοῦ κόσμου, ἐχθρὸς τοῦ θεοῦ καθίσταται. 14 

There is nothing in the context to suggest that the literal sin of adultery was a problem in James’ church. It 

is very likely that the text has the OT idea in view that God is married to his people and that this bride has 

 
10 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, p. 135). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

11 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:2–3). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

12 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:2–3). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

13 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:3–4). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

14 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:4). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc48?ref=Bible.Jas3.18&off=79&ctx=%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%BF%CF%85%CD%82%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%BD+%CE%B5%CE%B9%CC%93%CF%81%CE%B7%CC%81%CE%BD%CE%B7%CE%BD%2c+~%E2%80%9CFor+those+who+make+
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.2&off=101&ctx=+fight+and+quarrel.+~You+do+not+have%2c+bec
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.2&off=115&ctx=%CE%B8%CE%B5+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9%CC%80+%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5%2c+~%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CE%BA+%CE%B5%CC%93%CC%81%CF%87%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%B1%CC%80+%CF%84%CE%BF
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.2&off=115&ctx=%CE%B8%CE%B5+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9%CC%80+%CF%80%CE%BF%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5%2c+~%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CE%BA+%CE%B5%CC%93%CC%81%CF%87%CE%B5%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CE%B1%CC%80+%CF%84%CE%BF
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.3&off=86&ctx=it+on+your+passions.~+4%C2%A0a%EF%BB%BFYou+adulterous+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.4&off=0&ctx=%CC%94%CE%BC%CF%89%CD%82%CE%BD+%CE%B4%CE%B1%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5.++~4++%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B4%CE%B5%CF%82%2c+%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CE%BA
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.4&off=0&ctx=%CC%94%CE%BC%CF%89%CD%82%CE%BD+%CE%B4%CE%B1%CF%80%CE%B1%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5.++~4++%CE%BC%CE%BF%CE%B9%CF%87%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B4%CE%B5%CF%82%2c+%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CE%BA
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proven unfaithful. The covenant relationship between Israel and Yahweh is frequently portrayed in terms 

of a marital imagery (Isa 54:1–6; Jer 2:2).15 

Jesus compared Israel to an “adulterous generation” (Matt 12:39; 16:4; Mark 8:38) and Paul employed the 

imagery of bride-bridegroom in his pastoral thinking (Rom 7:3–4; 2 Cor 11:1–2; cf. Eph 5:22–23; also see 

Rev 19:7; 21:9: see R. A. Batey, New Testament Nuptial Imagery [Leiden: Brill, 1971]). This sin of “adultery” 

is tantamount to apostasy.16 

11 I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me! 2 For I feel a divine jealousy for 

you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that 

as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure 

devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or 

if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the 

one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough. 5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least 

inferior to these super-apostles. 6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in 

every way we have made this plain to you in all things. 17 

Friendship with the world. 

Here is a radical ethical dualism of the type found in 1 Jn. 2:15–17 and elsewhere in the Johannine corpus. 

The world is not the created order or the earth, but the whole system of humanity (its institutions, 

structures, values, and mores) as organized without God.18 

15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 

not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 

life—is not from the Father but is from the world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, 

but whoever does the will of God abides forever. 19 

No room for compromise is permitted, as James concludes in the final sentence of the verse: “Anyone who 

is determined to be the world’s friend sets himself at enmity (lit., ‘as an enemy’) with God.” The resulting 

friendship with the world stems from a deliberate (Adamson, 170; an act of “will with premeditation,” so 

too Hort) choice to do so (the verb βουληθῇ implies this). Those who go this way “constitute themselves” 

(καθίσταται; see 3:6) as opponents of God. Not that they intend to fall away from God; but rather James is 

pointing out that such worldly behavior borders seriously on apostasy. He is suggesting that some of the 

 
15 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, p. 148). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

16 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, p. 148). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

17 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Co 11:1–6). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

18 Davids, P. H. (1982). The Epistle of James: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 161). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans. 

19 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Jn 2:15–17). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc48?ref=Bible.Jas4.4&off=502&ctx=e+Note+e%EF%BB%BF%3b+kjv%2fav).+~There+is+nothing+in+
https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc48?ref=Bible.Jas4.4&off=1052&ctx=+(chaps.+1%E2%80%933%3b+9%3a1).+~Jesus+compared+Israe
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.2Co11.1&off=28&ctx=+the+False+Apostles%0a~11%C2%A0I+wish+you+would+
https://ref.ly/logosres/nigtcjam?ref=Bible.Jas4.4&off=2675&ctx=+God+and+the+world.+~Here+is+a+radical+et
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.1Jn2.15&off=22&ctx=+Not+Love+the+World%0a~15%C2%A0v%EF%BB%BFDo+not+love+the
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readers do not appreciate that their deliberate choice to befriend the world is actually an action that sets 

them against God. So he has to summon them to repentance. Indirectly, then, and by contrast they are 

compared to Abraham, the friend of God (2:23). For the latter was justified by his works expressing faith, 

while the former are condemned because of their evil works (3:14–16). At the final judgment Abraham’s 

life of faith will be pronounced righteous because he demonstrated it through deeds pleasing to God; but 

at the same judgment those who fail to honor God by their works will find no mercy (cf. 2:13). While James 

seems to be suggesting that the Christians of 4:4 are not without hope (though woefully misguided), he is 

quite clear when he says that their present conduct is deplorable and ranks them with the unGodly. This 

somber verdict accounts for the kerygmatic idiom in the appeals that follow (vv 7–10).20 

5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that 

he has made to dwell in us”?21 

5 ἢ δοκεῖτε ὅτι κενῶς ἡ γραφὴ λέγει·  Πρὸς φθόνον ἐπιποθεῖ τὸ πνεῦμα ὃ κατῴκισεν ἐν ἡμῖν,22 

There is some debate about which spirit James means here—ours, or the Holy Spirit. His mention about 

“giving greater grace” in verse 6 points toward it meaning our spirit, but the matter is certainly open to 

debate. The main takeaway is that God supplies his grace to ensure that the indwelling spirit—our 

regenerated spirit or God’s holy one—would indeed turn toward him instead of turning away toward other 

objects of affection.23 

It may well be that the best we can do is to suggest that he is expressing the theme of God’s jealousy as 

contained in the OT (Moo, 146; cf. Exod 34:14; Zech 8:2; Pss 42:1; 84:2; note that ἡ γραφή in John 7:37–39 

is only an allusion to an OT scripture).24 

6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”25 

 
20 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, pp. 148–149). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

21 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:5). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

22 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:5). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

23 Runge, S. E. (2015). High Definition Commentary: James (pp. 79–80). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

24 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, p. 149). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

25 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:6). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc48?ref=Bible.Jas4.4&off=2052&ctx=lel%3b+1+Enoch+48.7).+~No+room+for+compromi
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.4&off=181&ctx=lf+an+enemy+of+God.+~5%C2%A0Or+do+you+suppose+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.5&off=0&ctx=%CE%B8%CE%B5%CE%BF%CF%85%CD%82+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B8%CE%B9%CC%81%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%B9.++~5+%CE%B7%CC%93%CC%80+%CE%B4%CE%BF%CE%BA%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BF%CC%94%CC%81%CF%84%CE%B9
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.5&off=0&ctx=%CE%B8%CE%B5%CE%BF%CF%85%CD%82+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B8%CE%B9%CC%81%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%B9.++~5+%CE%B7%CC%93%CC%80+%CE%B4%CE%BF%CE%BA%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BF%CC%94%CC%81%CF%84%CE%B9
https://ref.ly/logosres/hidefcom80jam?ref=Bible.Jas4.4&off=1211&ctx=+be+focused+on+him.+~There+is+some+debate
https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc48?ref=Bible.Jas4.5&off=2288&ctx=nonical%E2%80%9D+Scripture.+~It+may+well+be+that+
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.6&off=0&ctx=de+to+dwell+in+us%E2%80%9D%3f+~6%C2%A0But+d%EF%BB%BFhe+gives+mor
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6 μείζονα δὲ δίδωσιν χάριν;  διὸ λέγει·  

      Ὁ θεὸς ὑπερηφάνοις ἀντιτάσσεται, 

      ταπεινοῖς δὲ δίδωσιν χάριν.26 

 

Despite God’s jealousy, his grace is offered in this situation. Having first received God’s grace when they 

turned to Christ, more grace is being offered to them in spite of their “adulterous” behaviour. 

If one remains proud and continues to seek the world, God’s jealousy, God’s resistance will surely fall. But 

all is not lost. There is still an even greater graciousness to God. If one will simply humble oneself, God will 

extend his grace and mercy. This verse, then, is a solid basis on which to build an emphatic call to 

repentance, which James proceeds to do.*27 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God.28 

7 ὑποτάγητε οὖν τῷ θεῷ,29 

Later 

10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 30 

10 ταπεινώθητε ἐνώπιον κυρίου καὶ ὑψώσει ὑμᾶς.31 

 

The antidote is to stop acting in a self focused way. Stop placing your views, opinions, desires above 

obedience to God; above submitting to his will and his ways. Stop treating the Word of God as suggestions 

rather than as commands. 

 
26 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:6). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

27 Davids, P. H. (1982). The Epistle of James: a commentary on the Greek text (pp. 164–165). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Eerdmans. 

28 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:7). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

29 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:7). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

30 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:10). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

31 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:10). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.6&off=0&ctx=%CC%81%CD%85%CE%BA%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%BD+%CE%B5%CC%93%CE%BD+%CE%B7%CC%94%CE%BC%CE%B9%CD%82%CE%BD%2c+~6+%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B6%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%B1+%CE%B4%CE%B5%CC%80+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B4%CF%89
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.6&off=0&ctx=%CC%81%CD%85%CE%BA%CE%B9%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%BD+%CE%B5%CC%93%CE%BD+%CE%B7%CC%94%CE%BC%CE%B9%CD%82%CE%BD%2c+~6+%CE%BC%CE%B5%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B6%CE%BF%CE%BD%CE%B1+%CE%B4%CE%B5%CC%80+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B4%CF%89
https://ref.ly/logosres/nigtcjam?ref=Bible.Jas4.6&off=895&ctx=s+to+submit+to+God.+~If+one+remains+proud
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.7&off=0&ctx=ace+to+the+humble.%E2%80%9D+~7%C2%A0Submit+yourselves+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.7&off=0&ctx=%CE%B5%CC%80+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B4%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%BD+%CF%87%CE%B1%CC%81%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BD.%0a~7+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B1%CC%81%CE%B3%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CD%82%CE%BD+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.7&off=0&ctx=%CE%B5%CC%80+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B4%CF%89%CF%83%CE%B9%CE%BD+%CF%87%CE%B1%CC%81%CF%81%CE%B9%CE%BD.%0a~7+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%84%CE%B1%CC%81%CE%B3%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CD%82%CE%BD+
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.10&off=0&ctx=+your+joy+to+gloom.+~10%C2%A0l%EF%BB%BFHumble+yourselv
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.10&off=0&ctx=%CC%80+%CE%B5%CE%B9%CC%93%CF%82+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%86%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%B1%CE%BD.++~10+%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%80%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%BD%CF%89%CC%81%CE%B8%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%B5%CC%93%CE%BD%CF%89
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.10&off=0&ctx=%CC%80+%CE%B5%CE%B9%CC%93%CF%82+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%86%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%B1%CE%BD.++~10+%CF%84%CE%B1%CF%80%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%BD%CF%89%CC%81%CE%B8%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%B5%CC%93%CE%BD%CF%89
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It makes no sense to believe that humbling ourselves has a payoff, right? But this clash with conventional 

wisdom underlines the magnitude of the spiritual problem—obeying God’s commands contradicts 

common sense. So it boils down to whether we are going to trust God and offer him our allegiance, or align 

ourselves with the world.32 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 

you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in 

your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 

throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 

you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him 

be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 33 

The Approach to God 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse 

your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.34 

ἀντίστητε δὲ τῷ διαβόλῳ καὶ φεύξεται ἀφʼ ὑμῶν, 8 ἐγγίσατε τῷ θεῷ καὶ ἐγγιεῖ ὑμῖν.  καθαρίσατε 

χεῖρας, ἁμαρτωλοί, καὶ ἁγνίσατε καρδίας, δίψυχοι.35 

The thought of submitting to God is rounded off in v 10 by the command to become humble before the 

Lord (an inclusio? See Davids, 165). Between these two commands is a series of couplets: 

ἀντίστητε—ἐγγίσατε 

καθαρίσατε—ἁγνίσατε 

ταλαιπωρήσατε—πενθήσατε 

κλαὐσατε—μετατραπήτω 

All these imperatives are aorist, and this implies the urgency of the message. The theme of vv 7–10 is 

repentance and forgiveness. The latter is secured through humble acceptance of God—and his will, 

awaited in eschatological patience (5:8)—and a turning from worldly methods such as political terrorism. 

James has launched into a staccato burst of rapid commands to help his readers to see the foolishness (and 

 
32 Runge, S. E. (2015). High Definition Commentary: James (p. 81). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

33 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Pe 5:6–11). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

34 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:7–8). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

35 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:7–8). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/hidefcom80jam?ref=Bible.Jas4.7-10&off=604&ctx=+expense+of+others.+~It+makes+no+sense+to
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.1Pe5.6&off=0&ctx=ce+to+the+humble.%E2%80%9D+%0a~6%C2%A0x%EF%BB%BFHumble+yourselve
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.7&off=39&ctx=+therefore+to+God%E2%80%A2.+~f%EF%BB%BFResist+the+devil%2c+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.7&off=32&ctx=%CE%B5+%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CD%82%CE%BD+%CF%84%CF%89%CD%82%CD%85+%CE%B8%CE%B5%CF%89%CD%82%CD%85%2c+~%CE%B1%CC%93%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CC%81%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%B4%CE%B5%CC%80+%CF%84%CF%89%CD%82%CD%85
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.7&off=32&ctx=%CE%B5+%CE%BF%CF%85%CC%93%CD%82%CE%BD+%CF%84%CF%89%CD%82%CD%85+%CE%B8%CE%B5%CF%89%CD%82%CD%85%2c+~%CE%B1%CC%93%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B9%CC%81%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B7%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%B4%CE%B5%CC%80+%CF%84%CF%89%CD%82%CD%85
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seriousness) of the demonic behavior described above. An anti-Zealot polemic may be inferred throughout 

these lines.36 

This submission is accomplished first by resisting (i.e. not submitting to) the devil, which is precisely what 

God does to the proud, whom James probably views as acting like the devil (4:6).37 

What James meant by drawing near to God is founded upon the approach of the priest to God in his 

temple for worship and sacrifice. Godly people approach God to perform their spiritual service. Believers 

come near to God by focusing attention on him in the devout uttering of his name in the knowledge of God 

and his promises to be with them. The believer goes to God in prayer ready to hear the will of God for 

service and made ready to go away from the encounter to perform that service. Part of this approach to 

God involves service in the presence of God, who draws near to the believer. In this service the language of 

priestly activity is apparent, suggestive of the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, interceding before 

God (cf. 1 Pet 2:5, 9; also Rom 15:16; Rev 5:10; 20:6). This approach to God in service is done in view of 

God’s approaching, his initiative in coming to his people whom he has chosen as his witnesses in the earth. 

The mutual drawing near of people and God is their unique privilege.38 

Drawing near to God would remind his listeners of the High Priest approaching God in the temple. Perhaps 

their casual attitude towards God who acts graciously towards them is in James’s mind. He recalls the 

approach that is necessary, the rites of approach. The privilege of the Christian in their relationship to God 

through Jesus does not involve any less respect. 

18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 
19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages 

be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the 

mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with 

fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 

to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 

heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the 

mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of 

Abel.  

25 See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who 

warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At that time 

his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but 

also the heavens.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that 

is, things that have been made—in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore 

 
36 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, p. 152). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

37 Davids, P. H. (1982). The Epistle of James: a commentary on the Greek text (p. 166). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Eerdmans. 

38 Richardson, K. A. (1997). James (Vol. 36, pp. 185–186). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/wbc48?ref=Bible.Jas4.7&off=909&ctx=+see+Adamson%2c+174).+~The+thought+of+submi
https://ref.ly/logosres/nigtcjam?ref=Bible.Jas4.7&off=1888&ctx=%CE%B9%CE%BD%CE%BF%CE%B9%CC%81+(Ropes%2c+268).%0a~This+submission+is+a
https://ref.ly/logosres/nac36?ref=Bible.Jas4.8
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let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 

worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire. 39 

True Repentance 

9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom40 

9 ταλαιπωρήσατε καὶ πενθήσατε καὶ κλαύσατε.  ὁ γέλως ὑμῶν εἰς πένθος μετατραπήτω καὶ ἡ χαρὰ εἰς 

κατήφειαν.41 

4:9. This verse calls for open repentance. To grieve calls for sinners to experience a deep feeling of shame 

because of their disobedience. Mourning and weeping are the outward evidences of this sense of 

wretchedness. To change laughter and joy to mourning and gloom demands that we recognize the folly of 

our actions.42 

This sort of repentance is rare today.  Billy Graham. https://billygraham.org/devotion/tears-of-repentance/ 

There is a certain amount of sorrow involved in repentance that we don’t see much of today. That word 

means moaning and even groaning. I don’t mean that we have to have a great emotional experience, but I 

do believe that we need some tears of repentance. We need to be sorry for our sins, and to say, “Oh, God, 

I have sinned against You, and I’m sorry.” I am not an emotional person. I don’t know why, but I don’t cry 

easily. But of the few times I have cried in my life, some of them have been over sin that I committed many 

years ago. 

The night I came to Christ, I didn’t have any tears. But later I went home and I looked out my window at 

the North Carolina sky and I cried over my sins. I said, “Oh, God, forgive me.” And the most wonderful 

peace swept over my soul. From that moment on, I’ve known that my sins were forgiven. 

Criticism 

11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his 

brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of 

 
39 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 12:18–29). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

40 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:9). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

41 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:9). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

42 Lea, T. D. (1999). Hebrews, James (Vol. 10, p. 322). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

https://billygraham.org/devotion/tears-of-repentance/
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Heb12.18&off=32&ctx=at+Cannot+Be+Shaken%0a~18%C2%A0For+you+have+not+
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.9&off=0&ctx=%EF%BB%BFyou+double-minded.+~9%C2%A0k%EF%BB%BFBe+wretched+and+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.9&off=0&ctx=%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B1%CF%82%2c+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CF%88%CF%85%CF%87%CE%BF%CE%B9.++~9+%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%B9%CF%80%CF%89%CF%81%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.9&off=0&ctx=%CE%B1%CF%81%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%B1%CF%82%2c+%CE%B4%CE%B9%CC%81%CF%88%CF%85%CF%87%CE%BF%CE%B9.++~9+%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%B9%CF%80%CF%89%CF%81%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B5+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CE%B9
https://ref.ly/logosres/hntc79heb?ref=Bible.Jas4.9&off=0&ctx=of+the+Holy+Spirit.%0a~4%3a9.+This+verse+call
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the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But 

who are you to judge your neighbor? 43 

11 Μὴ καταλαλεῖτε ἀλλήλων, ἀδελφοί.  ὁ καταλαλῶν ἀδελφοῦ ἢ κρίνων τὸν ἀδελφὸν αὐτοῦ καταλαλεῖ 

νόμου καὶ κρίνει νόμον·  εἰ δὲ νόμον κρίνεις, οὐκ εἶ ποιητὴς νόμου ἀλλὰ κριτής.  12 εἷς ἐστιν [ὁ] 

νομοθέτης καὶ κριτὴς ὁ δυνάμενος σῶσαι καὶ ἀπολέσαι·  σὺ δὲ τίς εἶ ὁ κρίνων τὸν πλησίον; 44 

James now addresses the most prevalent of problems – criticism of fellow Christians. Have you ever 

engaged in such activity – I have. Are you ashamed? We all should be. 

For Christians to malign other believers is a living contradiction of the close family ties which should bind 

them together. 

A slanderous Christian must face two charges. First, one who practices slander speaks against the law. The 

law that a critical Christian misrepresents is the law of love (see Lev. 19:18). Christians are called to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. The slanderous Christian fails to do this. 

Second, one who practices slander judges the law. With a fault-finding attitude I set myself up as a judge. I 

neglect God’s law, thus declaring that it is a bad law and worthy of being removed. God calls Christians to 

keep the law, not to sit in judgment on it. When we slander our neighbors, we show our opposition to the 

law of love and imply that we are exempt from observing it. 

4:12. God is the only Lawgiver and Judge, the one able both to save and destroy. Only God has the ability 

to enforce his laws and carry out his purposes. He allows no human being to share his role. A slanderous 

Christian attempts to play the role of God. God has no pleasure in those who practice slander.45 

 

12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without 

mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 46 

 

 
43 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:11–12). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

44 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:11–12). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

45 Lea, T. D. (1999). Hebrews, James (Vol. 10, p. 323). Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

46 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 2:12–13). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.11&off=0&ctx=he+will+exalt+you.+%0a~11%C2%A0m%EF%BB%BFDo+not+speak+ev
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.11&off=0&ctx=%CC%80+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%88%CF%89%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%B9+%CF%85%CC%94%CE%BC%CE%B1%CD%82%CF%82.+%0a~11+%CE%9C%CE%B7%CC%80+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5+
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.11&off=0&ctx=%CC%80+%CF%85%CC%94%CF%88%CF%89%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B5%CE%B9+%CF%85%CC%94%CE%BC%CE%B1%CD%82%CF%82.+%0a~11+%CE%9C%CE%B7%CC%80+%CE%BA%CE%B1%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B1%CE%BB%CE%B5%CE%B9%CD%82%CF%84%CE%B5+
https://ref.ly/logosres/hntc79heb?ref=Bible.Jas4.11&off=516&ctx=+sisters+in+Christ.+~For+Christians+to+ma
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas2.12&off=0&ctx=gressor+of+the+law.+~12%C2%A0So+speak+and+so+a
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7 “Do not judge, so that you will not be judged. 2 For by what judgment you judge, you will be judged, 

and by what measure you measure out, it will be measured out to you47 

 

Practical atheism 
Our plans for travel. 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year 

there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your 

life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If 

the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is 

evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 48 

13 Ἄγε νῦν οἱ λέγοντες·  Σήμερον ἢ αὔριον πορευσόμεθα εἰς τήνδε τὴν πόλιν καὶ ποιήσομεν ἐκεῖ 

ἐνιαυτὸν καὶ ἐμπορευσόμεθα καὶ κερδήσομεν·  14 οἵτινες οὐκ ἐπίστασθε τὸ τῆς αὔριον ποία ἡ ζωὴ 

ὑμῶν·  ἀτμὶς γάρ ἐστε ἡ πρὸς ὀλίγον φαινομένη, ἔπειτα καὶ ἀφανιζομένη.  15 ἀντὶ τοῦ λέγειν ὑμᾶς·  Ἐὰν 

ὁ κύριος θελήσῃ καὶ ζήσομεν καὶ ποιήσομεν τοῦτο ἢ ἐκεῖνο.  16 νῦν δὲ καυχᾶσθε ἐν ταῖς ἀλαζονείαις 

ὑμῶν·  πᾶσα καύχησις τοιαύτη πονηρά ἐστιν.  17 εἰδότι οὖν καλὸν ποιεῖν καὶ μὴ ποιοῦντι, ἁμαρτία 

αὐτῷ ἐστιν. 49 

James not against planning, but insists that all Christian planning must be done in the context of God’s 

sovereign control of the future. To do otherwise, is to act arrogantly. 

Furthermore, 

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 

that we should walk in them.50 

I other words, God has his plans for our lives. What priority do his plans have in our future planning? 

 
47 Harris, W. H., III, Ritzema, E., Brannan, R., Mangum, D., Dunham, J., Reimer, J. A., & Wierenga, M. (Eds.). 

(2012). The Lexham English Bible (Mt 7:1–2). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

48 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:13–17). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

49 Nestle, E., Nestle, E., Aland, B., Aland, K., Karavidopoulos, J., Martini, C. M., & Metzger, B. M. (1993). The 

Greek New Testament (27th ed., Jas 4:13–17). Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft. 

50 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 2:10). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/leb?ref=BibleLEB2.Mt7.1&off=43&ctx=%3a+On+Judging+Others%0a~7+%E2%80%9CDo+not+judge%2c+so+
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Jas4.13&off=24&ctx=ting+About+Tomorrow%0a~13%C2%A0Come+now%2c+you+who
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.13&off=0&ctx=%CE%BD%CF%89%CE%BD+%CF%84%CE%BF%CC%80%CE%BD+%CF%80%CE%BB%CE%B7%CF%83%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%BF%CE%BD%CD%BE+%0a~13+%CE%91%CC%93%CC%81%CE%B3%CE%B5+%CE%BD%CF%85%CD%82%CE%BD+%CE%BF%CE%B9%CC%94+%CE%BB%CE%B5
https://ref.ly/logosres/logosna27?ref=BibleNA27.Jas4.13&off=0&ctx=%CE%BD%CF%89%CE%BD+%CF%84%CE%BF%CC%80%CE%BD+%CF%80%CE%BB%CE%B7%CF%83%CE%B9%CC%81%CE%BF%CE%BD%CD%BE+%0a~13+%CE%91%CC%93%CC%81%CE%B3%CE%B5+%CE%BD%CF%85%CD%82%CE%BD+%CE%BF%CE%B9%CC%94+%CE%BB%CE%B5
https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Eph2.10&off=0&ctx=t+no+one+may+boast.+~10%C2%A0For+f%EF%BB%BFwe+are+his+
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It is not wrong to make plans, but we need also to realize that this life is short. It is but the cover page of a 

Christian’s life, but, like a cover, it points to the content that follows. 

The Final Judgment 

20 They will come with dread when their sins are reckoned up,  

and their lawless deeds will convict them to their face.  

  

5 Then the righteous will stand with great confidence  

in the presence of those who have oppressed them  

and those who make light of their labors.  
2 When the unrighteous see them, they will be shaken with dreadful fear,  

and they will be amazed at the unexpected salvation of the righteous.  
3 They will speak to one another in repentance,  

and in anguish of spirit they will groan, and say,  
4 “These are persons whom we once held in derision  

and made a byword of reproach—fools that we were!  

We thought that their lives were madness  

and that their end was without honor.  
5 Why have they been numbered among the children of God?  

And why is their lot among the saints?  
6 So it was we who strayed from the way of truth,  

and the light of righteousness did not shine on us,  

and the sun did not rise upon us.  
7 We took our fill of the paths of lawlessness and destruction,  

and we journeyed through trackless deserts,  

but the way of the Lord we have not known.  
8 What has our arrogance profited us?  

And what good has our boasted wealth brought us?  
9 “All those things have vanished like a shadow,  

and like a rumor that passes by;  
10 like a ship that sails through the billowy water,  

and when it has passed no trace can be found,  

no track of its keel in the waves;  
11 or as, when a bird flies through the air,  

no evidence of its passage is found;  

the light air, lashed by the beat of its pinions  

and pierced by the force of its rushing flight,  

is traversed by the movement of its wings,  

and afterward no sign of its coming is found there;  
12 or as, when an arrow is shot at a target,  

the air, thus divided, comes together at once,  

so that no one knows its pathway.  
13 So we also, as soon as we were born, ceased to be,  

and we had no sign of virtue to show,  

but were consumed in our wickedness.”  
14 Because the hope of the ungodly is like thistledown carried by the wind,  
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and like a light frost driven away by a storm;  

it is dispersed like smoke before the wind,  

and it passes like the remembrance of a guest who stays but a day. 51 

 

This climactic ending suggests that James wants to emphasize that such behavior—presently a part of the 

scene—is inherently evil. The reason for this negative judgment is that, as with the godless in Wisd Sol 5:7–

10, the presence and providence of God have been left out of consideration.52 

 

The words of Jesus drive home this thought forcefully: “And that servant who knew his master’s will, but 

did not make ready or act according to his will, shall receive a severe beating” (Luke 12:47 rsv; cf. Sir 11:10; 

31:5: “the pursuit of money leads a man astray” [neb]). Once a merchant (or any Christian for that matter, 

see Dibelius; Mussner, 192: “What James in this verse writes to the church in the Dispersion applies to 

Christians of all generations”) knows what is right, the same person is under moral obligation to do it.53 

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who then is the 

faithful and wise manager, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their portion of 

food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 
44 Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 45 But if that servant says to himself, ‘My 

master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink and 

get drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour 

he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful. 47 And that servant who 

knew his master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe beating. 
48 But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone 

to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, 

they will demand the more. 54 

 

4:15. The key to avoiding boasting is to maintain a godly perspective. Instead of making big plans on the 

human plane, one must expand his view to include God in the picture. In place of vain boasting one should 

say, If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that. These are not so much words to be used like 

some charm but a realistic attitude that affects all of one’s being and behavior.55 

 
51 The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Wis 4:20–5:14). Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers. 

52 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, p. 168). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

53 Martin, R. P. (1988). James (Vol. 48, p. 169). Dallas: Word, Incorporated. 

54 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Lk 12:41–48). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

55 Blue, J. R. (1985). James. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 831). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not 

a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 56 

The book of James gets a bad rap for teaching things that seem to contradict the teaching we find in Paul’s 

letters. But James and Paul are on precisely the same page here at the end of chapter 4. Both believe that 

God has created us for good works and that he fully intends for us to do them (see Eph 2:10). In fact, James 

goes one step beyond Paul by claiming that if we choose to do something other than the good God has 

willed for us to do, then we are sinning against him. The desire to pursue our own pleasures and follow 

our boastful desires has the power to trump God’s good and perfect will for us and distract us from his 

plan. 

God is not a cosmic parent from whom we must ask permission before we can do anything. He is the 

Creator of the universe. He created us with such intentionality that he even planned out the good things he 

would have us do as part of his bigger plan. This is an important reason why he redeemed us from our 

fallen state: so that we could get back to doing what it was he created us for in the first place! What does 

God think about us going off track and doing our own thing in place of the good that he intended? He 

views it as arrogant and boastful. Think about it: Who are we to know better than God what we ought to 

be doing? Am I really smarter than God? No way! But this is precisely what I am communicating to him 

when I ignore what he has for me and make my own choices instead.57 

Recap. 

James is deeply concerned about the behaviour of this fellow Christians, particularly of the criticism of 

each other. 

He states that the primary source of such behaviour lies within them. It is because their desires and wants 

are not being satisfied. They are behaving as though they shared the same outlook as the world that does 

not God. They have established a friendship with the world, which has made them enemies of God. In fact 

they are disobedient to the law of love, placing it under their own views and have become judges of the 

law itself. They have usurped God’s position. They need to have genuine repentance, submitting to God 

and resisting the world’s influence which itself the domain of the devil. 

With this is mind, they need to align their future plans with God’s plan of good works for their lives, 

remembering how temporary their current lives happen to be. 

17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 58 

 

 
56 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 2:8–10). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

57 Runge, S. E. (2015). High Definition Commentary: James (pp. 88–89). Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 

58 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jas 4:17). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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