
James 5.7-11 
Linked to vv.1-6 by “Therefore” 
 
Exhorted: 

1. to patience and steadfastness/endurance, in the light of current 
circumstances,  

2. to follow the example of  
o the farmer and  
o the prophets+Job 
(in behaving righteously towards outsiders and insiders) 

- in the light of the Lord’s coming to Judge and Reward 
 
v. 7 patience – the self-restraint which does not hastily retaliate against a 
wrong (R J Knowling) 
 
5.1-6 spoke of the non-Christian farmer who exploits his workers, as example 
of the rich oppressor of God’s people – see 2.6 
 
 Must have been great temptation to retaliate against such injustices, but v.6 
reports that the poor labourer does not resist. No doubt almost powerless to 
do so. 
 
v.7 – specifically told not to resist, even if can.  
 
Rather, the believer is told to imitate the farmer (though subsistent rather than 
rich), waiting patiently until the Lord returns.  

• Autumn and spring rains = critical, 

• Farmer is helpless, must trust God to send rain 
But surely drawing  on Deut 11.13-15 where God is said to send rain its 
season… autumn and spring… in response to his people’s obedience. So too 
references to the Lord sending rain elsewhere, e.g. Jer 5.24; Hos 6.3; Joel 2.23; 
Zech 10.1. 
 
The Christian life is a long process of growth, requiring patience and 
endurance. 
 
When the Lord returns he will sort out the oppressor (see Rom 12.19) – as in 
5.1-6, and it will be “a day of slaughter” (5.6) for their oppressors. 
 
 



v. 8 “Establish your hearts” – 
Our part: to steel our heart. Same word as used in Luke 9.51 when says Jesus 
“set his face” – determination, steely resolve. 
 
Contrast with the “fattened hearts” of the rich in 5.5. Fattened v’s fixed. 
 
This is not to say that we cannot speak out, or cry out to God (see 5.4), against 
injustice. The oppressed labourers/harvesters have cried out to the Lord, who 
has heard their cries: they “have reached his ears” (5.4). 
 
The following example of the prophets confirms that. 
 
How? have already seen in ch. 1 that the way to do that is particularly through 
prayer (1.5-8) 
cf. 1 Thess 3.13 where Paul asks the Lord to strengthen their hearts: 

And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all his saints. 

 
BUT a real danger lurks, =>: 
v. 9 “Do not grumble (lit. ‘groan’) against one another…” 

• Under stress, and especially when can’t resist/retaliate against outside 
oppressor, and when the Lord seems to be delaying in coming, a strong 
temptation to take out frustrations on one another (see too Baillie DoPP 
day 21). This = misdirected. 

• BUT, “as James taught in 3.18, the harvest of righteousness – the 
precious fruit of 5.7 – can grow only in the soil of a peaceful fellowship” 
(Motyer) 

• Grumbling in the fellowship “blights the harvest for which the coming 
Lord is looking” (Motyer) 

In this regard believers will be judged too. Reason for fear. 
 

v.10 James appeals to the prophets as examples of patience in suffering., bit 
also in v.11 of steadfastness/endurance  
 
Now looking beyond context of 5.1-6 to any suffering/oppression.Though they 
spoke God’s words they were not immune. On the contrary. 

• Jer 11.21 – hounded by members of his own priestly family in Anathoth; 
Jer 20.7-9 laughing stock 



• Ezek 24.15ff. – bereavement, v. 18 preached in morning, and in evening 
wife died. 

• Daniel 

• Hosea’s marriage (John Wesley’s difficult marriage) 
See Hebrews 11, esp, 36-40 
Matt 5.12 – lumped together by Jesus as those who have suffered for serving 
God 
 
– the temper which does not easily succumb under suffering (RJ Knowling).  
 
v. 11 Declares them “blessed” – echoing his brother’s words in Matt 5.11-12 
Motyer – we covet it ourselves. 
The example of others serves to inspire us.  
The writer to the Hebrews cites Jesus’ suffering for this purpose (Heb 121.ff.) 
 Preaching series this year on “heroes of the faith” 

 
The example of Job’s endurance/steadfastness. 
NB. James assumes his Jewish audience know Job’s story. 
  
NB. Job didn’t suffer in silence. Railed against God, demanding an 
audience/explanation. BUT his faith and trust in God never faltered. 
 
God’s purposes came to pass in the end – Job 42.12-17 
BUT greatest triumph = fulfilment of God’s purpose – that Job came to know 
God more fully: 

I had heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes see thee 
(Job 42.5) 

It is this knowledge of God which is the ultimate goal (telos) for all of us – see 
John 17.3 – “… to know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent” 
 
The Lord’s purposes are worth waiting for. When the Lord returns there will be 
a great outpouring of divine compassion and mercy. 
 
All reflects the pattern found in Psalm 37  
 
v. 12 Motyer: Peter’s failure as an illustration of how easily the tongue can let 
us down when overwhelmed by a sense of personal danger. Peter called down 
curses upon himself and swore (Matt 26.74). cf. his vow in Mk 14.29. 
“The tight corner and the loose tongue easily go together” (Motyer). 



 
Patient but confident endurance of the true believer may be contrasted with 
the delusions and misplaced security/confidence  of the traders in 4.13-17 and 
rich in 5.1-6. 
 
Quote Rabbi Sachs (preface to Guinness’s Impossible People) re what seems to 
be a pointless struggle. 

 
The coming of the LORD  (vv. 7, 8)= best understood as the Parousia of Christ.  
Image of the arrival/return of the King.  
NB.  James does not feel any need to explain it to his hearers. They presumably 
know what it means and involves. 
 
C.300 references to the Parousia in the NT, i.e. one every 13 verses! 

• He will come in power (2 Peter 1.16) 

• His foes will perish (2 Thess 2.8) 

• The heavens and the earth will merge and be renewed, filled only 
with righteousness. The righteous will be made fully alive in Christ 
(1 Cor 15.22) 

• Day of Judgment and wrath towards the unrighteous 

• Day of joy and restoration for the righteous, and end of suffering, 
when those who “have remained steadfast under trial… will 
receive the crown of life” (1.12). They will know the compassion 
and mercy of the Lord (5.11) 

• John 5.24 
 
In the parables relating to the Parousia ( Luke 12; Matt 24-25) some common 
features (see also Matt 25.14-30; Luke 19.11-27): 

1. The exposure of the one who claimed to be a servant but was not 
2. Of those who are servants, a reckoning of what they have done with the 

gifts given to them. The fire of judgment will expose and destroy those 
works which are not of everlasting value (see 1 Cor 3.12-15). Note 
though that the servant himself is not destroyed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



James stresses the imminence of the Lord’s return – he is already near at hand. 
This is so from the time of the ascension onwards. 

• Time – see 2 Pet 3.8-10. Delay = act of mercy. 

• Space – “standing at the door” cf. Mark 13.29, see Ps 145.18-19 “the 
LORD is near to those who call upon him”; Ps.34.17-18; see too Phil 4.4-6  

Key =  

• don’t know day or hour (Mark 13.32; Acts 1.7) 

• must be in a constant state of readiness (Luke 12.3-46) 

 Shirley’s painting, and parallels with Exodus 

• Fix our hearts 

• Guard and maintain our fellowship 

 

Suggested Discussion Questions 

1. How easy do you find it to resist the temptation to retaliate when you 

feel wronged? Can you think of a recent instance of feeling wronged, 

and how you responded? 

2. James instructs us to “steel our hearts”. In what ways can we do this? 

3. Do you ever think about what will happen when Christ returns? If he 

returned tomorrow, how confident are you that he will commend you? 

Are there things in your life which you would prefer to address before he 

comes? How might you do that? 

4. How consistent is your witness at home? Are you inclined to let your 

guard down when with those you love and know best (at home, or in the 

church)? If so, how might you address this? 

5. Whose example inspires you most, either in the Bible or history or 

personal experience?  


