
The theme: Nowhere to Hide   
(a double entendre: our persecuted brothers and sisters often have nowhere 
to hide: and we will have nowhere to hide on the Day of Judgment!) 
 
1. Reality and extent of Christian persecution 
(Open Doors reporting period: November 2018 to October 2019) 
2019 – 1 in 8 Christians worldwide experience a high to extreme level of 
persecution because of their faith.  
Counting just top 50 countries = 260 million Christians. Add another 50 million 
if include all countries where Christians suffer persecution. 
2018 – 1 in 9 
2017 – 1 in 12 
  
2019 - Christians in 34 countries experience a very high to extreme level of 
persecution.  
2018, it was 29 countries. 
 
Every day, 8 Christians worldwide are killed because of their faith. 
 1,350 Nigerian martyrs in 2019 (almost half of total) 
 
Every week, 182 churches or Christian buildings are attacked. 
 
The two most populous countries in world =  the 2  countries where increase in 
past 3 years most alarming.  

• India entered the top 10 for the first time in 2019 

• China rose from No. 43 (2018) to No. 27. Crackdown on both state-
sanctioned and underground churches and its growing surveillance 
network 

• Beijing has jailed or detained without charge 1,147 Christians for faith-
related reasons, out of a total of 3,711 worldwide. This number rose 
from 3,150 last year. 

 
2 in 5 Asian Christians now face high levels of persecution, up from 1 in 3 the 
previous reporting period.  
 
In the Middle East,4 of 5 Christians experiencing “high” levels of persecution.  

• Syria has lost 75% of its Christian population since the outbreak of civil 
war in 2011.  

• Iraq has lost 87% of its Christian population since the Gulf war in 2003. 
 



Attacks and forced closures of churches have skyrocketed in 2020, from 1,847 
to 9,488, with China accounting for 5,576. 
 
Where the Most Churches Were Attacked or Closed: 
1. China: 5,576 
2. Angola: 2,000 
3. Rwanda: 700 
4. Myanmar: 204 
5. Nigeria: 150 
6. Ethiopia: 124 
7. Burundi: 100 
8. Mali: 100 
9. Pakistan: 58 
10. Burkina Faso: 50 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. What the bible says 
Exodus 2.23-25 – God sees and knows. See too Revelation. 
Their cry for help -  out of slavery – rose up to God.  
God heard their groaning and  
God remembered his covenant, and  
God saw/looked upon (imperfect) the Israelites, and  
God ‘knew‘ (took notice of them) 
 
Appears to Moses in burning bush and says “I have surely seen (inf abs)…I 
have heard… I have known… I have come down to snatch/deliver them” 
(3.7-8). 

 
James 2.14-17 – We see and know too: what will we do??? 
 
Matthew 25.31-46 – God sees and knows what we do, for as do to the least 
of his brothers and sisters (v.40), do to Christ himself. We will be judged on 
our response to the suffering church! 

 
Gal 6.10 – “as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially 
to those who are of the household of faith” 

• Christians are a family, brothers and sisters… compassion->action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. How we can help – Open Doors, VoM, BF. 
BF’s Ten challenges facing the global persecuted Church in a post-COVID-19 
era: 

1. Likely rise of authoritarian governments – a risk that as Govts impose 
security measures and restrictions justified by pandemic: will they let go 
of these powers? 

2. Growing nationalism, leading to racism and even xenophobia. Seeing 
this in India and Sri Lanka esp. But esp. anti-Western and thus anti-
Christian sentiment. A ‘foreign’ religion. 

3. Electronic surveillance – introduced to control virus, to track and trace; 
but danger of being used for more sinister purposes, as seen already in 
China and India. 

4. Rise in religious extremism – Covid-19 interpreted through the prism of 
their own objectives, e.g. Al-Shabab declared Covid-19 to be Allah’s 
punishment to unbelievers; Islamic State and Al-Qaeda also celebrated 
the virus, describing it as “a small soldier of Allah” sent to attack his 
enemies. Fulani have exploited fact that Nigeria’s security forces 
deployed elsewhere to combat the virus, increasing attacks on Christians 
in Middle Belt. 

5. Conspiracy theories  - must be careful dealing with facts, and truth;  “we 
must remember, too, that minorities are often scapegoated in 
conspiracy theories, just as Christians were falsely blamed by Emperor 
Nero for the Great Fire of Rome in 64AD… Ultimately what is important 
is what Jesus calls Christians to be and do. And the wildest of conspiracy 
theories makes no difference to that, whether they turn out to be true 
or not.” 

6. Rising conflict and fading civility – when illness, deaths, financial 
hardship and social isolation prevail,  anger, frustration etc. become 
widespread, and societies can turn in on themselves. Unrest increases 
and minorities, such as Christians, are more vulnerable to attack. 

7. Weaponizing aid – minority groups discriminated against when it comes 
to distributing aid and rebuilding. This has been seen in parts of India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Nigeria. 

8. Growing mental health issues – even in wealthy west; but how much 
more so in places where have to choose between Covid-19, or being 
shot by the police for going out - and  starvation? Where people have 
traditionally looked to their local church for support, this support is not 
currently available (due to lockdown and widespread suffering  of church 
leaders). 



9. Transition fatigue – physical, from changed circumstances (e.g. being 
displaced and leaving home), or technological/lifestyle changes. In some 
places, intersecting disasters compound tragedy: locusts, coronavirus 
and flooding. 

10.  Economic crisis – affecting economies and business, but with knock-on 
effect to Christian churches and aid organisations. West won’t be able to 
send so much aid.  

 
BF’s Priorities in light of upheavals in 2020: Cornavirus, plagues, floods 

1. Investing in leadership training – theological and other skills, in 
conjunction with universities in S Africa and the Oxford Centre for 
Religion and Public Life. All levels, all primarily by distance learning. 

2. Investing in schools and vocational training: BF supports 144 Christian 
schools, educating nearly 15,000 students. Also developing vocational 
training and apprenticeships.   

3. Investing in income generation start-ups. One-off funding to make local 
churches, Bible schools, seminaries and other Christian ministries self-
funding. Also individuals/families, who often discriminated against in 
employment. 

4. Investing in health. Christian run clinics for poor Christian communities. 
5. Investing in spiritual resources. Bibles and other resources to build up 

faith. Launch a new website Barnabas Today, providing spiritual 
resources to encourage and strengthen believers. Preferably written by 
and for those in Global South. 

6. Investing in help for vulnerable Christians. Investing in victims of 
violence or injustice, converts form other religions, widows and orphans, 
the displaced, refugees. Investing in infrastructure for impoverished 
Christian communities, e.g. safe, clean water supplies. Christians often 
discriminated against when aid allocated. 

 
 
How can we partner with suffering Church? 

- Care – keep informed, build a relationship 
- Pray – bi-monthly mag and diary, website 
- Speak 
- Give  

 
 
 
 



Suggested Discussion Questions 
1. How well informed do you consider you are about the suffering church? 

Where do you look for reliable information? 
 

2. Do you agree that our first responsibility is to do good to our brothers and 
sisters in Christ? What kind of needs does Jesus’ parable in Matthew 25 
highlight? How many of these are relevant today? If Jesus were telling this 
parable today, what other needs might he have included? 

 
3. Gabriel has sent through the following: 
Hi Michael, 
 
We have just finished a prayer meeting with a Pastor in Nepal and one of his prayer items may fit in 
with your sermon. Perhaps this is a case study for the homegroups - plse cut and paste as you see 
fit.  
 
The Government is forcing the Pastors in Kathmandu to open their church buildings to 
accommodate returning Nepalis who have worked in the Middle East and are now out of work and 
return to Nepal. The Gov't wants to use the buildings as quarantine places. 
 
The Gov't has not asked the Hindu or Muslim authorities to use their religious places (Temples and 
Mosques) or the hospitality industry to use hotels.  
 
The obvious reasons are of course that returnees may have Covid, they are without jobs and have no 
money or purpose which mean that they can be unruly.  
 
The churches are used by the Pastor and his family as a living room at times, other times church 
workers sleep there, or they are used for church meetings, prayer times, worship practises etc.     
 
What are the issues involved, think of the church members, the church community, the reputation 
of the church in the community. How can they respond in this situation?        
 

4. Try to imagine that you are the victim of a false accusation of blasphemy in 
Pakistan, awaiting trial, knowing that – if found guilty - you would be 
sentenced to death. What would you pray? What would you be hoping for 
from the world-wide church? 

 

5. Consider BF’s 6 priorities for the future.  Do you agree with these priorities? 
Are there other things you think could/should be added to this list? 
 

6. To what extent can and should we speak up, including publicly, about the 
rising persecution of Christians?  

 
 
 



 


