
Sunday 2 August 
Who Are You? 

(Pirongia Youth) 
 
The identity crisis: Who am I? 
Secular view = that we are the sum of a number of traits 
Revealing of what we consider most important. 

• Westerners: name, age, race, where from, attributes and achievements 
play a significant part 

• Eastern and traditional cultures: whakapapa – who related to,tribe, and 
what connected with (land/sea/mountain etc.) of greatest significance  
 

What defines you? 
 In your eyes? 

In the eyes of others? 
 Who decides? 
 Cf. Long Walk to Freedom – shorts/trousers and ‘boy’ 

Refused to accept this identity! 
Identity changes from disenfranchised native S African -> 
criminal/prisoner -> President – because believed in cause and believed 
he was ‘called’ to lead his country. Though not a Christian, had this sense 
of destiny. 
 
Post-modern west, sexuality and gender issues loom very large – too 
large! 
Also self-perception: who you think you are - regardless of evidence! 
“You can be anything you want to be – so dream!” No. 

No wonder there is confusion! 
 
Luke 18.35-19.10 

• Same town and same crowd in both stories 

• both men are outsiders – their identity makes them so 

• both men are determined to see Jesus in spite of opposition 

• both men “seize the day”  

• both put their faith in Jesus. 
Both begin with very different identities, but in end find a common one – 
they are related! 
 
 
 



Luke 18.35-43 – Jesus Heals a Blind Beggar 
Man identified by physical ailment (blind) and occupation.  
Significance = on margins: blindness perceived as punishment for sin (see Jn 
9.1), begging as on margins of society => “outsider” and “sinner”.  
 
Mark tells us his name was Bartimaeus, i.e. ‘Son of Honour’ (Mark 10.46). 
BUT he is eager to meet/see Jesus and doesn’t let his identity - disability or 
social status – prevent him 
 
Note how crowd identifies Jesus: “Jesus of Nazareth”. Underestimation.  
 
Note how blind beggar identifies Jesus: “Jesus, Son of David”, i.e. Messiah 
Physically blind, but spiritually perceptive. 
 
The crowd has rebuked him (Marks says they told him to ”shut your mouth”),  
Crowd effectively asks him to be dumb/mute as well as blind. 
But he won’t be silenced and persists. Edwards: “he does so not out of 
curiosity but out of desperation”. Doesn’t accept his identity! 
 
Jesus commands the very people who had rebuked the man to bring him to 
him, i.e. they become the servants of the king, and helper to the helpless. 
 
Jesus asks him what he wants. Money? Healing? Bartimaeus goes for the 
jackpot – complete healing. 
 
Beggar declares his faith that: 

1. Jesus has the power of God to heal 
2. Jesus has compassion on the poor 
3. Jesus is the Son of David (messianic title) and accepts Jesus as his Lord. 

 
Jesus orders him to recover his sight declaring it is his faith that has made him 
well, i.e. has led to this change in identity. 
Healed.  
Identity transformed: from blind beggar to follower of Jesus and worshipper. 
Recognises that his healing has come from God. 
 
NB. this is a fulfilment of Jesus’ messianic identity: Isa 61.1 quoted in 4.18. 
 
The people/crowd, who have tried to silence this man, now praise God too. 
They acknowledge the change in this man’s identity. 



Luke 19.1-10 – Jesus and Zacchaeus 
Luke identifies Zacchaeus (name means “righteous one”!) by occupation and 
wealth.  

• Not just a tax collector but a chief tax collector,  

• and a rich one (i.e. successful). 
 Hated as oppressor/thief and despised as a collaborator/traitor 
 an “outsider” and a “sinner”, see v.7  

 
Also “short”!  
Would normally have been given a pass through the crowd, but because he is a 
collaborator no one will grant this. In fact would have been dangerous for 
Zacchaeus to plunge into the crowd as seen as a traitor. 
 
BUT “seeking to see who Jesus was” 
 
Locate Jesus in this: 
Jesus is said to be passing through Jericho on way to Jerusalem and Passion. 
 He does not intend to stop and eat there. 
 
Jesus tends to side with the poor and give the rich a hard time.  
Note esp. the rich man and Lazarus (16.19ff.) and the rich young man in ch. 18 
and concluding question “Who then can be saved?” 
 
So Zacchaeus runs ahead (shameful to run) and climbs a tree (even more 
shameful for an adult, esp. a wealthy one).  
Bailey: John Badeau, American Ambassador in Cairo (under JFK) records in 
memoirs that climbed a tree in embassy garden to install lights for an embassy 
garden party. Word got out and caused such a stir that President Nasser asked 
him if it was true. 
But sycamore tree far enough out of town that hoped not to be seen (Bailey) 
 
But he is seen, and Jesus identifies/calls him out by name, and tells him he 
would be stopping for a feast at his place.  
 
Unthinkable that Jesus would invite himself, and that he would choose as his 
host an outsider like Zacchaeus. 
POINT: Jesus didn’t see Zacchaeus simply as a sinner, but as one who was 
seeking after himself, a man with rising faith. 
 Z’s identity in Jesus’ eyes = v. different to that of crowds. 
 



Jesus’ command to Zacchaeus is urgent: “hurry and come down… today”.  
 
Jesus may call this clearly only once: need to respond immediately and 
decisively. This Zacchaeus does. 
 
Zacchaeus “received him joyfully”. “The guest room denied Jesus at his birth  
(2.7) is now found in the home of a sinful tax collector” (Edwards) 
 
Edwards: “The mood on the street does not match the festivity in the house”. 
  
In eyes of crowd Jesus defiles himself by going into Zacchaeus’ house. Not the 
right action from a Messiah. Makes them question Jesus’ identity as from God. 
i.e. the same people who have just glorified God because of what Jesus had 
done for the blind man now grumble against Jesus because of what he is doing 
for Zacchaeus. 
 
Jesus thereby deflects the hostility of the crowd away from Zacchaeus and 
onto himself.  He has accepted Zacchaeus (NB. before Z has repented), and in 
his own mind Zacchaeus has a new identity – “loved”/”chosen” 
 
Without anyone needing to tell him what to do, and without it needing to be a 
precondition for Jesus’ love (which has already been shown), Zacchaeus now 
does it – because his heart has been transformed by Jesus’ outpouring of costly 
love. He now expresses costly love himself. 
 
NB. NT Wright: “We discover who we are when someone loves us… If loved, 
we love in return… to give of our selves”. This is discovery of true identity. 
 
Gal 5.6 “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for 
anything, but only faith working through love.” 
 
“Today, salvation has come…”, i.e. someone (Jesus) has brought it 
 
Jesus gives him a new identity: “he is also a son of Abraham” (known for his 
faith; Gal 3.7 “Know then that it is those who have faith who are the sons of 
Abraham”). Jesus restores Zacchaeus to his family (the children of Abraham). 
 
Zacchaeus may have been rejected by his own people, but he is accepted by 
God. PICTURE #2 
. 



Identifies himself: Son of Man – came to seek and to save the lost. That is 
Jesus’ self-identity.  
 
The question in 18.26 was “Who then can be saved?” – Answer provided here 
is “anyone who has the faith of this blind man or this tax collector and sinner.” 
 
This story began with Zacchaeus seeking Jesus: it ends with Jesus seeking 
Zacchaeus, and all who are lost. 
 
Show that Jesus loves both the poor and the rich, the oppressed and 
oppressors, all who are open to faith in him – and the new identity he offers. 
 
Biblical identity:  
You’re a child of God, dearly loved by God, created to worship him in 
fellowship with others. 
Everything else is subordinate to this: race, gender, status… 
 
You discover that identity as you give yourself in love to God and others - 
FAITH. 
 
Galatians 3.26-29 
 
Identity in God’s eyes isn’t determined by whether Jewish or not, esp. 
circumcision or not. 
Identity = in relation to Christ Jesus = children (sons/daughters) of God through 
faith 
Have in common that have put on Christ in baptism. 
Trumps/negates other (outward distinctions): 

• Ethnicity 

• Social status 

• Gender 
Children of Abraham, common ancestor, an => heirs of promises, with Spirit 
 
Suggested Discussion Questions 

1. When you introduce yourself to someone for the first time, what do you 
say about yourself? Do you mention that you are a Christian? 

2. How might your work colleagues or neighbours describe you to 
someone who doesn’t know you? Are they likely to mention that you are 
a Christian? 



3. How, and to what extent, are ‘identity politics’ changing how we think of 
ourselves/others? 

4. In what ways has the way other treat you shaped the ay you 
see/understand yourself? Have you had to consciously counter this? 

5. Who are the Bartimaeuses and Zaccheuses in our context? How can we 
identify them and bring them to Jesus? 

6. How secure do you consider you are in your identity as a child of God? 
You might care to pray for one another, especially regarding any areas of 
insecurity. 

 


